January 28, 2013
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.   
(1)

Elected Officials and Department Heads –Present were Public Works Director Sam Castro, Assessor Jim McCroskey, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, County Engineer Don Ramsey, Sheriff Alan Botzheim, Auditor Marianne Nichols, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, ITS Director Chad Goodhue, Prosecuting Attorney Tom Metzger, County Clerk Tammie Ownbey, Treasurer Terri Miller, Human Resource Coordinator Shelly Stafford, Probation Counselor Juvenile Cindy Delay,  Interim WSU Extension Director Wendy Leach-Drum, Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne,  Weed Control Coordinator Sharon Sorby.
T. Miller discussed the receipt of deferred sales taxes, noting this is one-time money and are general funds. M. Manus discussed capital projects with some of those one-time funds being used for emergency repairs at the Hall of Justice for new heating and air conditioning units.  M. Lithgow discussed tracking emergency capital facilities projects and introduced a form prepared by D. Ramsey.  The form’s use and procedure was discussed.  The Capital Facilities Committee was discussed and M. Manus suggested the Committee meet within the next two months.  Marianne discussed communication with the Auditor’s office by the originating department on anything that involves a budget and that is coming before the Board for an approval request.  M. Manus discussed a retreat.  T. Metzger discussed the use of a facilitator to make the retreat time effective.  K. Skoog discussed a volunteer fair.  M. Nichols presented 2013 budget books and discussed changed BARS numbers.  She noted the Annual Report deadline is the end of May. S. Castro as the Title VI Coordinator noted language requirements for all contracts, agreements and public hearing notices.  S. Kiss discussed the meeting of last week with Commissioners from Stevens, Ferry and Okanogan counties.  M. Manus provided an update on his attendance at the Legislative Steering Committee meeting in Olympia, noting Commissioners from the four counties will be testifying in Olympia this week on wolf legislation.    K. Skoog discussed coordination with the four counties and other agencies as coming out of the NEPA law.  S. Castro discussed timber funds and harvest evaluation.   S. Stafford requested assistance with and articles for the communications newsletter, noting the deadline is the first Friday of each month.  W. Leach-Drum noted the search for a WSU Extension Agent is on-going.

(2)

Conference Call from Lobbyist Jim Potts – Among items discussed were:   upcoming legislation, wolf bills, HB requiring the covering of gravel trucks, K. Skoog discussed  House Bill 1350 described as providing options for local communities to balance growth of the community with water resource goals.   Also present:  Fred Willenbrock of The Miner.   
F. Willenbrock discussed communication, scheduling and the writing of guest opinions.  He noted the paper has an open forum.  It was confirmed that S. Kiss has an office in the Ione Library for the first and third Wednesday of every month from 3:00p.m. to 6:45p.m. for the purpose of being available to constituents.

(3)
Board Reviews and Reports -  

S. Kiss reported on Martin Hall, noting it is run as a business and if they don’t get enough customers it shuts down.  There is no infusion of tax dollars. There is a business model in place and if the cash reserve drops below $350,000 for two consecutive months, Martin Hall will shut down.
K. Skoog reported on the four-counties’ meeting, Forest Service coordination and upcoming wolf bills;  attendance at the Columbia River Commissioners Advisory Group regarding water availability in the Columbia River Basin.  This group will meet quarterly.   She also attended the water availability meeting regarding the first district and heard solution suggestions.  
First district is that watershed and it does go into Stevens and Spokane counties.  This has to do with exempt wells.   This is an advisory board to the Spokane County Commissioners.    F. Willenbrock discussed applications reaffirming water rights.   

M. Manus discussed the four-counties meeting, noting the Stevens County Cattlemen’s Association was at the meeting and will be meeting here with the Board in February.  The cattlemen’s biggest issue is the wolves.  He noted water and wolf issues were also topics discussed at the Eastern Washington Council of Governments meeting last week.  Other items discussed were:  Chamber of Commerce Board meeting and desire for new members; and meeting with EDC Director Jamie Wyrobek. 
(4)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(5)
Annabelle Payne provided a monthly update.   Also present was Business Manager Kristina Martin.    Updates were provided in the following areas:  Developmental Disability, Chemical Dependency, Prevention and Mental Health.   Also provided was an update on Spokane County Regional Support Network.  A. Payne stated the State administers federal and state dollars through contracts via RSNs to oversee the provision of community-based mental health services for eligible persons.  The Spokane County RSN’s next meeting is February 8, 2013 for a budget discussion with the County Commissioners and County Coordinators.
(6)
Public Comment Period –   Present were:  Diamond Lake residents Jerry Senn and Bob Tully.  Also present:  Janelle Atyeo of The Miner.  J. Senn discussed vacation rentals at Diamond Lake, noting he worked on the committee for the development of vacation rental regulations and that some residents were in favor of regulations while others were against them.  He noted enforcement concerns.  B. Tully discussed “grandfathering” and residents’ concerns.  He would like the Board to address these concerns.  M. Manus and K. Skoog indicated the Board will respond with a public comment within the prescribed timeframe.  B. Tully also discussed the anticipated high water level at Diamond Lake and the associated erosion. 

(7)
Susan Harris, Executive Director of Pend Oreille River Tourism Alliance (PORTA) and Board members, Terri Ann Hedtke and Meg Decker discussed tourism and information that is available on the PORTA website.  Some of the attractions discussed were: water trail birding trail maps and the Lions Club Train Tour expanded ridership and rail use.  Also discussed were various other attractions, advertising taking place and a 2013 Marketing Communications Plan and future activities desired. 
(8)
Bob Moran discussed hunting and fishing within the County and associated tourism dollars, focusing on the 4-point buck and the pike fish kill.  He discussed possible legislation regarding the benefit of protein in a diet and canning of fish to benefit low income senior citizens.  K. Skoog discussed the pike issues and stated coordination will need to be invoked with those that are directly on the specific project, such as within Fish and Wildlife.  B. Moran requesting Board support to keep the pike. The Board noted they do support keeping the pike.
(9)
Motion was made by K. Skoog to continue the meeting to January 29, 2013.   Motion seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.
January 29, 2013

The County Commissioners’ meeting was continued in their meeting room at 9:00a.m. Commissioner Mike Manus was excused from the meeting to attend Legislative Steering Committee meetings in Olympia.
(10)
Public Works Update –

Present were Sam Castro, Don Ramsey and Administrative Assistant Teresa Brooks.  
Roads – 

S. Castro discussed Title VI (Civil Rights Act) language required to be included in all contracts and agreements, including public hearing notices.     Also discussed were streamlining options on equipment purchases including operator training regarding those options. 
S. Castro discussed staff professional development. T.  Brooks has attended Risk Pool training, received her risk management certificate and is the County’s designated claims administrator. T. Brooks discussed 2013 training funds available through Washington Counties Risk Pool, noting the Risk Pool would do a match and County’s portion would be about $2000.00 for anti-harassment, diversity and sensitivity training for every employee in the county.  This training will be pursued.  
S. Castro requested approval to advertise and hire at a later date for a Road position due to the retirement of an employee.  He would like to have the position filled effective June 1, 2013.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the advertising and hiring, pending successful pre-employment checks.   Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.

ER&R –
The staff is working on the implementation of an inventory policy and they are also in the process of purchasing heavy road equipment.

Buildings and Grounds – 
Items discussed were:  Buildings and Grounds projects and getting those projects  on the Capital Projects list; the Human Resources remodel; painting of the Commissioners’ hearing room; snow grooming of parking lots for the County office buildings; Janitorial services contract; boiler/chiller in the Hall of Justice  for the registers in the Judges’ Chambers; Electrical concerns in the Hall of Justice and  implementation of installation of outlets; boiler and roof at the Sheriff’s Office;  working with the Sheriff to identify building concerns so they can be included on the Capital Projects list; HVAC for Dispatchers and discussed having a backup unit;  and the submission of a nomination for the County Courthouse to be placed on the National Historic Building register.  

Timber – 
An agreement has been initiated with Forester Steve Gibson for establishment of a timber harvest in 2013 and identifying matters that need resolution prior to having a harvest.   S. Kiss will assist with resolving those issues, along with Survey Party Chief Monte Richter as the Project Lead.    T. Brooks discussed Title I monies and PILT funds.  Public Works is in the process of communicating with the Department of Transportation regarding lighting at Coyote Trail and Highway 2.  D. Ramsey discussed Washington Administrative Code regarding improvements along State highways.
(11)
ER&R Strategic Planning –  Present were:  Sam Castro, Don Ramsey, Fleet Manager Brian Egland and Fleet Accountant Tammy Scribner.   Also present were Jim McCroskey and Alan Botzheim.  It was noted this is a first touch. ER&R is inter-fund service fund for the management of the equipment fleet and replacement of that fleet in a timely manner.   Last year the State Auditor reviewed all the inter-fund funds to make sure each department is following appropriate procedures regarding state and federal regulations. D. Ramsey provided a history of ER&R and provided fund information and projections regarding setting of rates and cash reserves.
D. Ramsey discussed as a first touch the 2013 Capital Replacement Program and reviewed planned replacements for Roads, Sheriff, Community Development, Weed Board and the Fair.
(12)
Bob Swedo of Bonneville Power Administration and Bill Maslen Director of Fish & Wildlife of Bonneville Power Administration provided BPA information and discussed the NW Power Act of 1980 where the BPA received their authority. It was noted the BPA is a federal agency operating under the Department of Energy.  Also discussed was the Endangered Species Act, biological opinions, anadromous and resident species; their habitat-based program, their project solicitation process, Pend Oreille River Basin land acquisition, watershed restoration and conservation, and Albeni Falls Dam Wildlife Mitigation operations, maintenance and enhancements.   K. Skoog wants to follow up on the two-to-one mitigation as opposed to the one-to-one mentioned by Bill Maslen.
(13)

Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion passed.   The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s January 22, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Investment Earnings:  $927.27

PAYROLL CHANGE NOTICES:

Auditor 

Elizabeth Krizenesky, $3278.10/mo., Step 4, Effective 02/01/2013

Jill Shacklett, Longevity $75.00/mo., Effective 02/01/2013

Counseling Services

Heather McKay, Longevity $35.00/mo., Effective 02/01/2013

Public Works – Road

Bernie Nelson, Longevity $65.00/mo., Effective 02/01/2013

James O’Donnell, Longevity $65.00/mo., Effective 02/01/2013

Sheriff

Glenn Blakeslee, $5629.38, Step 3, Effective 01/01/2013

Sheriff – Corrections

Scott Doughty, Corrections Officer, $2511.24, Step 1, Effective 02/01/2013
Road Level Certification for 2013 to County Road Administration Board

Small Public Works Agreement Between Pend Oreille County and Eric Wagoner Construction

AGREEMENT NO. 2013-9, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Declared Emergency Small Public Works Agreement Between Pend Oreille County and American Eagle HVAC

AGREEMENT NO. 2013-10, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Interlocal Agreement Between Southwest Washington Behavioral Health Regional Support Network and Pend Oreille Counseling Services

AGREEMENT NO. 2013-11, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Public Defender Agreement For 2013 With Bajalcaliev and Scudder, P.S., Robin R. McCroskey and Dennis Lewellen

AGREEMENT NO. 2013-12, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Agreement For Indigent Defense Services With Robin McCroskey

AGREEMENT NO. 2013-13, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(14)

Correspondence Sent:

Monte Richter-Recognition of thirty-five years of public service

(15)

Correspondence:

01.26
S. Castro, Public Works Department-WSDOT Lighting Concerns Hwy 2

01.27    M. Sellars, Public Employment Relations Commission – Case 25410-M-13-7614

01.28
M. Sellars, Public Employment Relations Commission - Case 25411-M-13-7615

01.29
M. Sellars, Public Employment Relations Commission - Case 25411-M-13-7613

01.30
T. Holloway, Pend Oreille Conservation District – Annual Meeting Invitation, 2/16/2013

01.31
K. Charlton, Rural Resources-Governing Board meeting

01.32    K. LeCaire, Northeast Tri County Health District-Board of Health and meeting information
(16)

As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:







Salary and Claim

Fund






Fund Amount 
Current Expense




$   17,798.53

Arts Tourism & Recreation



$   10,761.00

Counseling Services




$     5,655.91

Fair






$
   .10

Park






$         442.94

Road






$  117,909.71

Extension Education




$           29.61

Growth Management




$               .19

Low Income Housing/2060



$       2,260.66

Homeless Program/2163



$       7,442.64

Solid Waste





$       2,505.05

Risk Management




$       1,529.85

Equipment R&R





$     48,063.70

IT Services





$          805.43
TOTAL






$   215,205.32
(17)
Motion to adjourn was made by S. Kiss.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog and passed unanimously.  
ATTEST:  s/__________________________________        APPROVED:  s/ __________________________________                           Clerk of the Board                                                                           Chair of the Board
SPECIAL MEETING:

The Board held a special meeting on February 1, 2013 from 4:00p.m. to 5:15p.m.  Present were M. Manus and K. Skoog.  S. Kiss was excused due to his being out-of-town.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:   The Board called for a special meeting for the purpose of holding an executive session to discuss with legal counsel potential litigation pursuant to RCW 42.0.110(1)(i).   Present was Attorney Stanley Schwartz and Mike Lithgow.  The session began at 4:00p.m. and lasted for one hour and fifteen minutes.  The session ended at 5:15p.m.

ATTEST: s/ ____________________________________   APPROVED:  s/_____________________________________

                   Clerk of the Board                                                                             Chair of the Board
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