March 18, 2013
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
Gaylan Warren discussed the Weed Board, the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) regarding noxious weeds and the spraying that took place at Moon Creek in the fall of 2012.   Also discussed were:  herd districts, open range and signage for open range.
(2)
The Board discussed the Legislative hearings to be held Wednesday, March 20th in Olympia.  K. Skoog reviewed her testimony for SB 5187, SB 5193 and HB1501.

(3)
Sheriff Botzheim provided a Sheriff’s Department update. 
(4)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s March 11, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Proclamation – Centennial of Washington State Park System

Approval to purchase two single stall ADA CXT vault toilets for Pend Oreille County Park
Approval of annual review of the Bloodborne Pathogens Control Plan
Approval to authorize the USAF Survival School the use of campfires for survival training. 


AGREEMENT NO. 2013-24, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Approval of Counseling Service’s Peer Counselor Job Description

Approval of Counseling Service’s Salary Structure 2013

Approval to advertise for and hire a Peer Counselor pending successful pre-employment checks
Investment Earnings:  $1,997.98
(5)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(6)
Public Works Update - Present were:   Director Sam Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey, Administrative Assistant Teresa Brooks.  S. Castro discussed the following: 

-The General HPA Maintenance Agreements that covers Moon Creek culvert is currently in Olympia for review and approval.  This General HPA covers culverts throughout the County;  

-A meeting with the Department of Transportation to discuss intersection lighting, costs, engineering standards and various options. 
-Becker Road signage was discussed.  D. Ramsey noted Becker Road and Amber Roads are private roads and are a part of the County’s road system.  A request has been made to change the signs to Becker/Amber.  D. Ramsey will work to resolve this matter.  
-Suspension of a right-of-way permit on Viet Road
-Solid Waste Coordinated Prevention Grant – request submitted to Ecology for paving at Solid Waste. It was noted the CPG     funds refer to Household Hazardous Waste.

-The HVAC unit for the Hall of Justice is ready to be installed and the installation will take place around the Court’s schedule.
-The elevator maintenance contract was discussed, noting an inspection in required every three months.

-The cell tower provider lease on Cooks Mountain and potential for generating revenue.  Also discussed was maintenance on the County’s building located on Cooks Mountain.

K. Skoog discussed range district signage.  D. Ramsey noted that the State DOT is responsible for signage along state highways.   He will contact the Department of Transportation.

(7)
Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford, as the Insurance Committee representative for the Commissioners’ Office, presented Washington Counties Insurance Fund information.  Also discussed was training for Bloodborne Pathogens, CPR and First Aid. 
(8)
EXECUTIVE SESSION- S. Stafford requested an executive session to discuss collective bargaining pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) for 15 minutes from 3:15pm to 3:30pm.
(9)
Public Comment Period – 

Bob Ballentine noted there is a beaver dam downstream from the Northshore/Moon Creek culvert.   M. Manus noted the tentative meeting date for the Diamond Lake water issues is April 5th.  Also discussed were beaver tubes.   K. Skoog discussed obtaining data regarding the percentage of residents being affected and the dollar amounts of damages.  
(10)
Contract Specialist with Newport Hospital and Health Services Cathy Engle provided information on a group purchasing program.  As a community service, the Hospital is offering participation to non-healthcare organizations which is offered by Premier REACH.  Also present were:  Auditor Marianne Nichols, Fleet Accountant Tammy Scribner and Receptionist/Administrative Assistant Teresa Deal.  M. Nichols noted she has done a sampling of current costs and has found there to be a considerable savings through Premier REACH which is achieved through the sharing of purchasing power with other governmental entities through Premier.  C. Engle discussed the advantage of purchasing power and also discussed tiers, noting there is no cost for the County to participate.  M. Nichols recommended moving forward with signing a Letter of Participation with Premier REACH Program.  Motion was made by K. Skoog to move forward with the Letter of Participation.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously. 
(11)
Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue the meeting to March 19, 2013.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.  
March 19, 2013

The Commissioners’ meeting was continued in their meeting room.  All members were present.
(12)
S. Kiss presented a letter of interest from Tori Reeves to serve on the Hotel/Motel Tax Advisory Board.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to appoint Tori Reeves to serve on the Hotel/Motel Tax Advisory Board.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog and passed unanimously.

(13)
District Court Judge Philip Van De Veer and District Court Administrator Rachel Johnson requested approval to hire to fill the Deputy Court Clerk position at Step 1 of the Salary Schedule.  Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the request based on the successful completion of pre-employment checks.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.
(14)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(15)
Vaagan Bros. Lumber President Duane Vaagan and Newport Miner Publisher Fred Willenbrock met with the Board to discuss timber, forestry concerns and questioned what the Forest Service is doing to manage the forests.  Also discussed was the mandate of economic development, the need for cutting of trees, management, recreation and maintaining a reserve.   D. Vaagan stated they are out of logs, and noted that with a supply the sawmill could run another shift.  Also discussed was the future of Secure Rural Schools.
(16)
County Engineer Don Ramsey presented an amendment to the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan.  He recommended the Sandy Shores at LeClerc Road South project be re-scoped to be a widening of LeClerc Road South at Sandy Shores project, the new project be selected for funding under the FHWA Surface Transportation Program (Rural) and the Indian Creek Fish Passage and the new project be scheduled for concurrent construction in 2014.
Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the amendment to the Six Year Transportation Improvement Program from 2013 to 2018.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog and passed unanimously.
Amending 2013-2018 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-16, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
(17)
Surface Transportation Program Workshop – Present were S. Castro, D. Ramsey,  and Senior Design Construction Engineer George Luft. D. Ramsey discussed the cycle for funding the Surface Transportation Plan.  He said the towns and cities in the County have entered into local agreements which results in 10% of the county’s funds being paid to those agencies in lieu of them submitting projects under the Surface Transportation Plan.  The STP is used to prioritize and select projects, the funds are reimbursable and eligibility for STP programming is limited to the major collectors in the county and noted that 15% of the STP dollars can be spent on minor collectors.

D. Ramsey discussed the Crescent Lake and Eagles Nest  enhancement projects and asked for Board direction on these projects.  The Board will readdress this next week.

(18)
EXECUTIVE SESSION- S. Stafford requested an executive session to discuss collective bargaining pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) for 10 minutes from 3:35pm to 3:45pm.

(19)
Correspondence Sent:
-Honorable Speaker Frank Chopp, and Members of the Democratic Caucus-Wolf Management Policy Bills (letter sent by         Commissioners of Stevens County, Ferry County, Okanogan County and Pend Oreille County)
-The Honorable House Minority Leader Richard DeBolt

 Honorable Members of the Republican Caucus
-Mrs. Tori Reeve-Appointment to Hotel/Motel Tax Advisory Board

(20)
Correspondence:

03.6
Pend Oreille County Library District-2012 Annual Financial Report

03.7
Planning Association of Washington-Educational Opportunities for Commissioners and other working in planning and community development

03.8
R. Ploof, Jr, GS-12, USAF-USAF Survival School Request

03.9
Copy of letter from K. Sharp of Indianapolis, Indiana to Gen. Mgr, PUD No. 1 regarding rural road safety

03.10
K. West, Empire Health Foundation-Health Benefit Exchange

(21)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:







Salary and Claim

Fund






Fund Amount 
Current Expense




$  54,357.66
Counseling Services




$    5,566.19

Crime Victims Compensation



$       501.65

Law Library





$       217.35

Park






$           9.06

Road






$  34,092.11

Veteran’s Assistance




$       250.00

Emergency 911 Communications


$    1,403.99

Extension Education




$       101.60

Growth Management




$    6,275.00

Solid Waste





$    5,373.21




Risk Management




$       650.00

IT Services





$    6,253.24
TOTAL:






$115,051.06
(22)
Motion to adjourn was made by S. Kiss.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.  
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