July 22,  2013
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  Mike Manus was excused.
(1)
The Board spent the morning reviewing correspondence and files pertaining to their Boards and Commissions.
(2)
BID OPENING- ER&R Call For Fuel Bids. Hearing was opened. Present was Public Works Director Sam Castro and Fleet Manager Brian Egland. The bid from City Service Valcon was read by S. Castro.  The bid will be reviewed and a recommendation brought to the Board this afternoon.  
(3)
S. Kiss presented Hotel Motel Tax Board bills for payment as follows: North Pend Oreille Chamber of Commerce - $100; International Selkirk Loop - $100; KXLY4.2 Spokane Television - $975.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to accept the bills for payment.   Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.   Motion carried.
(4)
The Board recessed for lunch.   
(5)
Public Works Update - 
S. Castro recommended acceptance of the bid from City Service Valcon for the furnishing of unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel to Pend Oreille County from August 1, 2013 to July 31, 2014.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to accept the fuel bid from City Service Valcon.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.
County Engineer Don Ramsey discussed Kings Lake Road at Usk and noted this road name is a cartographic error.  The businesses and residents have used 5th Street in their addressing.  The County Road Register will be corrected to reflect the change from Kings Lake Road to East and West 5th Street.

S. Castro discussed striping paint for yellow and white line marking on roadways, noting the striping will be done in-house.
S. Castro discussed the search for the White House Christmas Tree within the Colville National Forest.  The National Forest has inquired about using the Road District 1 shop as a staging area to prepare the tree for transport to Washington DC.   The dates that have been requested are November 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 
The HVAC deficiencies within the Corrections Department have been corrected with the work performed by the Buildings and Ground staff.  

(6)
Prosecutor Tom Metzger – Legal Update on various matters.  K. Skoog discussed various noise complaints.   She also discussed Legislative Authority’s appointments to the various Commissions and Boards.
(7)
Public Comment Period – No members of the public were present.
(8)

Motion was made by K. Skoog to continue the meeting to July 23, 2013.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

July 23, 2013

The meeting was continued.  All members were present.
(9)
Elected Officials and Department Heads – Present were Treasurer Terri Miller, Weeds Coordinator Sharon Sorby, Weed Specialist II Loretta Nichols, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, S. Castro, Assessor James McCroskey, County Clerk Tammy Ownbey, Juvenile Probation Counselor/ Diversion Coordinator Cindy Delay, Auditor Marianne Nichols, and D. Ramsey.  M. Manus discussed the bridge inspection at Ione and Rocky Creek and noted last week’s OHV ordinance hearings received no opposition and the hearings were well attended.  M. Nichols discussed license plates and a one-time inspection of the ATV/UTVs by a licensed inspector.  M. Manus discussed the State law. He also discussed last week’s NE Washington Forestry Association meeting.   K. Skoog provided an update on last Friday’s Quad County meeting and the Energy Code Council’s July 1st change to have an inch of foam board on the new construction. The Council makes changes every three years and M. Lithgow noted there was legislation this year to attempt to change that to every six years.  K. Skoog stated the Quad County group agreed as a group to invoke coordination with Forest Service on the forest revision plan which is due in 2014.  K. Skoog said the coordination would apply to the Colville and Okanogan-Wenatchee forests.  M. Nichols wondered if the coordination would have an effect on PILT.   T. Miller discussed the importance of PILT and that it is one of the County’s largest sources of revenue for the General Fund, noting all property owners must pay taxes.  M. Manus discussed fire danger and the water shed, noting these concerns are not only local concerns but also of national concerns.  S. Kiss stated that 30 million board feet out of the county this year would be possible for a sustainable harvest. M. Manus discussed the importance of creating local jobs and working with the Forest Service.  S. Sorby discussed the timber plan and forest management.  S. Kiss stated that in spite of our lack of control over the Forest Service, we do have control over our county lands regarding a timber plan.  He noted the price of timber is on the rise. The need is to come up with a long-range timber plan that looks ahead to future generations.   Also discussed was the disposing of surplus lands and putting those lands back onto the tax rolls and to reinvest in the county’s infrastructure.  K. Skoog discussed a conversation with EDC regarding recruitment of businesses to Pend Oreille County. T. Miller discussed the need to focus on adding businesses and attractions (recreation) out in the County, not just in the towns and urban areas.   T. Miller discussed the PUD Privilege tax which is based on electricity usage.   T. Miller noted that Washington Federal Bank purchased several Bank of America branches and our local branch was one of those purchased.  She discussed the transition process.  M. Lithgow announced that Parks and Recreation will be scheduling town hall meetings the week of August 19th to allow for public input on the Parks and Recreation Plan.   He also discussed the equestrian trail project, noting the county did not receive the RTPO grant, but with funds in the Paths and Trails Fund he is preparing design work for the equestrian trail/non–motorized trail plan.    He also discussed obtaining weekly maintenance for the three restroom facility sites at the County Park.   J. Shacklett noted the State auditor is here with a single audit taking place now and they will return in the Fall for the accountability portion of the audit.   M. Nichols stated that ballots were mailed out and the election is August 6th.  Budget sheets have been sent out to all departments for 2014 budget planning. S. Castro noted he has been contacted by Forest Service regarding the use of the District 1 shop for the staging of the White House Christmas Tree and there will be a representative from Philadelphia coming to review the site.  Also discussed were Seattle City Light’s taxes on the turbine installations, budget planning, sales taxes, REET II and capital projects.  T. Ownbey noted the increased in number of legal charges filled and the adverse effect to the Superior Court budget.  
(10)
Counseling Services Business Manager Kris Martin discussed a salary change from last year regarding a licensing change from registered to certified that never got changed.   K. Skoog moved to make the necessary corrections retroactive to July 1, 2012.    Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.   
(11)

Citizen’s Salary Commission Chair Tom Garrett discussed the formation of the Citizen’s Salary Commission, noting it was formed in October, 2008 by resolution and is to be comprised up of ten members, with two from each Commissioner District and four community members, one being from legal, labor, business and human resources.  They meet twice a year by statue to specifically set the salaries for the County Commissioners.  He explained the process, including the obtaining of benchmark information provided by the Auditor, comparison guidelines, etc.    He discussed the abolishment of the COLA in spring of 2012 and the 5% reduction of salaries for the Commissioners of Districts 1 and 3 from $53,148 to $50,490, which was to be effective January 1, 2013. The original resolution in 2008 set forth the guidelines for Commissioners’ salaries and the salary set is that salary and is not merely a recommendation.  Statute provides the authority Commissioner salaries.   The Statute states Commissioner salaries can be increased at any time during a term, but cannot be decreased during a term.   The only time a salary can be decreased is when a term is about to expire.  The 2012 resolution was inaccurate regarding that matter.   T. Garrett stated the Commission will meet in October to address the disparity in the salaries of the three Commissioners.    Also present was M. Nichols who noted the need for this information for budget planning for 2014.     T. Garrett further noted the last line in the 2012 resolution was a request that the Salary Commission widen the scope of their responsibilities to include the salaries of the elected officials.  The Citizen Salary Commission is not interested in expanding their role to other than considering the salaries for the County Commissioners.  
(12)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(13)

Sheriff Alan Botzheim was present.  K. Skoog discussed sound cannons.  A. Botzheim indicated sound cannons are not classified as fireworks and at this point they are not considered illegal.  

(14)

Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Ordinance for Wheeled All-Terrain Vehicles.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.      
An Ordinance Adopting A Wheeled All-Terrain Vehicle Ordinance In Conformance With State Law
ORDINANCE NO. 2013-2, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(15)

The Board discussed various matters regarding the Shoreline Master Plan and comments.

(16)

Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s June 24, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Investment Earnings: $6,926.35
(17)
Correspondence:
7.11
Rural Resources-Notice of July Governing Board meeting in Colville

7.12
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission – PUD Project No. 2042-117, Order Amending License

7.13
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission – PUD Project No. 2042-048 ERRATA Notice, Order Amending License

7.14
A. Brooks, Ph.D, Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation – Review of Nomination of Pend Oreille County Courthouse to the National Register of Historic Places by the Washington State Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, August 8, 2013, Downtown Library, Spokane

7.15
Washington State Liquor Control Board – Notice of Liquor License Application Usk Bar & Grill

7.16
Law Office of Dennis G. Lewellen, PLLC – Public Defender Report for the Second Quarter of 2013

7.17
Department of Ecology – State Fiscal Year 2014 Final Water Quality Funding Offer & Intended Use Plan, SFY 2014 Funding Cycle, FP14017 Selkirk School District Wastewater Treatment Upgrade Phase 2

(18)
 As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:









Salary and Claim

Fund







Fund Amount 
Current Expense





$   30,442.78
Counseling Services





$     6,560.31
Fair







$     4,931.78
Park







$        800.63
Trial Court Improvement





$        585.29
Extension Education





$        149.58
Solid Waste






$     7,517.21
Equipment R&R






$ 253,237.36
IT Services






$     6,473.24
TOTAL:







$ 310,698.18
(19)
Motion to adjourn was made by K. Skoog to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.
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