September 23, 2013
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
Board Reports – K. Skoog reported on last week’s Columbia River Tour. The Board discussed the Shoreline Master Program and today’s 11:00 a.m. telephone conference with Department of Ecology staff.
(2)
M. Manus reported on last week’s NE Washington Forestry Coalition and noted the forest management contract award to Vaagan Brothers.
(3)

Telephone Conference with Sara Hunt with the Eastern Region of the Department of Ecology and Department of Ecology’s State Shoreline Master Programs Director Gordon White.   Also present telephonically was Representative Shelly Short.   A number of the public were also present.  Also present were Community Development Director Mike Lithgow and Prosecutor Tom Metzger. 
K. Skoog notes she met last week with DOE Director Maia Bellon and provided Director Bellon a status report of the County’s concerns regarding the Shoreline Master Program.  Items of concern discussed with G. White were:  no comments received in favor of the Program, all new Board, what are DOE’s guidelines, community buy-in is a necessity, there is no education piece, adverse economic impact, where is the science, restrictive buffers.   G. White noted the timeline and process to-date and stated DOE wants to see the Board’s comments so they can complete their assessment process, note the Counties comments and make their decision.  He stated it is important for DOE to complete the public comment process, make their assessment and final decision, but the process must be concluded.  Representative Short discussed the importance of the local community seeing DOE’s science.  She noted the relative science of the County has changed very little over a period of time.  The County will be able to have greater flexibility when it comes to buffers and further the County’s population numbers show there has not been great growth.  S. Short asks if there is a variation to the process.
G. White discussed options as follows: Options 1- DOE to look at it and see some things to be changed – 2) provide the County explanations or 3) send the SMP back to the county for additional information; or 4) DOE approves it.  It depends on the assessment and if DOE sees if there is additional work required.  

S. Short stated the question is about process – either go back and keep working on the SMP or Ecology approves it and we are left with implementing and refining the SMP through amendments.

Representative Short’s bill states the need to have peer review science.
S. Kiss noted that Pend Oreille County is  depressed county, developable land along the river has already been done, increased buffers are an undue burden on them to make up for the sins of the past.  He questioned if our shorelines have been studied, as opposed to using a generalized shoreline study.  A study would learn that there is very little developable land along the river. K. Skoog noted that sixty-nine percent of county land is owned by the federal government and the balance is owned privately, and discussed the ability to use private property and protect development rights.
After the conference call was completed, upon the Board’s request CAPR President Tim Ibbetson made the following observance:  G. White wants to see public comments, but White also wants to see the Boards comments on the comments and DOE believes this is a good opportunity for the Board to communicate those to Ecology.    Not only does Ecology have to provide the science, but also Fish & Wildlife (as they are part and parcel to the SMP); and also nothing has come from DOE regarding the economic impact on the County.  

(4)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(5)
Public Works Update – Present were Public Works Director Sam Castro, Senior Design Construction Engineer George Luft, and Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett.  S. Castro discussed the Sheriff’s Office Roofing and Hall of Justice roofing projects.  He reviewed the three bids received for the Sheriff’s Office Roof project, and recommended awarding the bid to the lowest bidder World Wide Roofing for the amount of $15,203.32.  S. Castro reviewed the bids received for the Hall of Justice roofing project, as well as the assessment of the Hall of Justice Roof including alternative repairs, and recommended not pursuing the entire roofing project of that building at this time.    Motion was made by K. Skoog to award the bid for the Sheriff’s Office Roofing project contract to World Wide Roofing.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.
S. Castro requested approval of the Timber Harvest Contract with Idaho West, LLC.  He noted  logging will begin on Wednesday.  Motion was made by S. Kiss authorizing the Chair to sign the Contract.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog and passed unanimously
Timber Harvest Contract With Idaho West LLC
CONTRACT NO. 2013-33, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
S. Castro requested approval of the Coordinated Prevention Grant Agreement regarding household hazardous waste
Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the Grant Agreement.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog and passed unanimously.

Coordinated Prevention Grant (CPG) Agreement Between The State Of Washington Department Of Ecology And Pend Oreille County Solid Waste Division, Commissioners’ Recording

GRANT NO. 2013-8, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Roads Update – S. Castro discussed the Transportation Commission tour on September 17th; provided an update regarding mining, hauling sand, striping (centerline and fog line), Smith Pit update, Surface Transportation Improvement Project regarding guard rails; Six-year transportation plan update; road grading; and due to the need to rebuild the County’s 18-year old dozer’s undercarriage there is a need to rent a dozer for two weeks.  
Buildings and Grounds-

The Washington Historic Preservation Advisory Committee will meet on October 24th in Spokane.

McKinstry Energy And Facility Solutions is scheduled to visit to discuss grant application.

Department of Commerce announced there are $25,000,000 in grants available with a 25% local match for HVAC projects and systems upgrades.

Other – 
S. Castro discussed Counseling Services’ letter of commendation of Facilities Maintenance Supervisor James Batie for excellence in customer service.

S. Castro discussed the roof repair due to wind damage of a Fairground’s building.  The insurance company has requested a detailed drawing for the repair and that has been prepared by Sewell Engineering.  S. Castro requested authorization to move forward with the lowest bidder to execute the work based upon the insurance company’s $20,000 allowance. Motion was made by K. Skoog to authorize S. Castro to proceed with the repair work as requested.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus and passed unanimously.
S. Castro discussed Forest Service’s request for a Pend Oreille County logo.  He also discussed Washington Department of Transportation’s request regarding traffic control for the Capital Christmas Tree event scheduled for November 1st.

(6)
Tom Metzger provided a legal update regarding court filings as well as the Shoreline Master Program.  
(7)
Public Comment Period – There were no members of the public present.
(8)
S. Castro, M. Lithgow and County Engineer Don Ramsey discussed the Six-Year Transportation Plan update.  M. Lithgow discussed combining Six Year Transportation Plan with the Comp Plan.  This is considered a first touch on the matter.  D. Ramsey noted the Comp Plan regarding Capital Facilities must be adopted by December 31st and the Six-Year Transportation Plan must be consistent with the Comp Plan.  
(9)
S. Castro presented a permit authorization for the Forest Service and the Department of Agriculture for the transporting of the Capital Christmas Tree.   The permit was signed by the Board.

(10)
Motion was made by K. Skoog to continue the meeting to 6:00 p.m. for the Shoreline Master Program Workshop at 231 South Garden in Newport. Motion was seconded by M. Manus and carried unanimously.
(11)
Shoreline Master Program Workshop –The Workshop was held at 231 Garden Building.  A number of the public were present.  The Shoreline Master Program and comments were reviewed and discussed.

(12)
Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue the meeting to Tuesday, September 24, 2013.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog and passed unanimously.

September 24, 2013

The meeting continued and all members were present,

(13)
Elected Officials and Department Heads – Present were Extension Interim Director/Nutrition Program CEO Wendy Leach Drum, Weed Control Coordinator Sharon Sorby, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, Auditor Marianne Nichols, County Clerk T. Ownbey, Treasurer Terri Miller, T. Metzger, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor James Batie, S. Castro, Assessor James McCroskey, M. Lithgow, ITS Director Chad Goodhue, Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne and Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford.  The Commissioners provided an update on the Shoreline Master Program comments.  K. Skoog discussed the Columbia River tour, contact with Ecology’s Director and Monday’s telephone conference with Gordon White and Sara Hunt of DOE and Representative Shelly Short. S. Kiss provided an update on the Capital Christmas Tree with the cutting ceremony taking place on November 1st. He noted community entities will have County promotional materials available along travel route to and including Washington DC.  Sam discussed Public Works role regarding facilitating traffic, staging of the cutting site, permitting, and working with law enforcement.  He noted that Governor Inslee will be present.  K. Skoog discussed last Friday’s Legislative Steering Committee.  M. Manus discussed the Washington State Transportation Commission’s meeting and tour of last week. S. Castro noted he and M. Manus had met with two Senators prior to the Transportation Commission’s meeting and that a strong message was sent to Olympia there is room for improvement on dollars the county receives for roads.  S. Castro stated the Timber Harvest Contract has been signed and the harvest begins Wednesday.  A. Payne discussed professional development for developmental disabled citizens.   C. Goodhue noted the outlying areas of county offices will be connected to POVN fiber by the end of November.   M. Lithgow noted building permits are up from last fall and he provided an update of the yearly comp plan which is the Capital Facilities Plan and Six-Year Transportation Plan.     Alan Botzheim announced Joann Boggs’ election to President of Washington State’s Emergency Management.  J.  McCroskey noted there is 17.5 million dollars of new construction and noted the benefits for taxing districts; J. Batie stated Buildings and Grounds are focusing on winter preparation.  The Board thanked J. Batie for his skill set and attention to detail and congratulated him for the commendation he received from Counseling Services for his customer service skills.   T. Miller provided an update on delinquent personal property collections, foreclosures, and the financial institution change-over.  T. Metzger discussed District Court Judge scheduling and the felony case load in Superior Court.  T. Ownbey discussed the number of Superior Court hearings and case schedules, noting the need to add a Court Commissioner.  M. Nichols noted election ballots would be mailed to voters on October 16th.  She also provided a brief budget update and noted the State Auditor’s single audit went well.  S. Sorby stated Weeds are wrapping up their end-of-season work, and also noted a survey they have been contracted to perform for Seattle City Light as part of their re-licensing process. J. Shacklett noted an upgrade on the conversion of payroll software will take place week of October 14th.  W. Drum noted the Food Sense program is dependent on the Farm Bill.  She also stated last week WSU/Extension interviewed three Director candidates with an employment offer having been sent to one applicant. She thanked K. Skoog on behalf of WSU for her active involvement.   S. Stafford provided an HR update and Board Clerk Liz Braun noted there are two vacancies on the Board of Equalization and asked for assistance in finding interested ones for that Board.

(14)
Annabelle Payne provided a Counseling Services Department update, noting Spokane County Regional Support Network is requesting feedback from County Commissioners and County Coordinators regarding their services and partnering efforts to date.  She stated Counseling Services is building more in-house independent capacity for medical records and discussing with IT regarding the various systems regarding Counseling having their own servers.  She also stated they will soon have a new after-hours crisis vendor.  Center for Medicaid/Medicare Services (CMS) – RSN validity update:  WSAC has been working with the National Associations of Behavioral Health to develop a policy paper legitimizing the current RSN system as an “arm of the State.”     Rates Update - An actuarial study is being completed for mental health.  Counties have shared their concerns that rates be sustainable and must address various areas, such as geographic costs drivers.   Reportedly there is not enough funding to pursue an actuarial study for the substance abuse side.   .  A one size fits all rates matrix will likely destabilize smaller counties.   Historically the substance abuse system has been significantly underfunded with rates markedly under market value.

(15)

Extension Update – W. Drum discussed the Farm Bill as it affects the Food Sense Program.  She also discuss the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Tribal partnership, Federal food guidelines regarding the School Store, Physical Activity Classroom (Brain Gym) at Stratton Elementary and tracking of BMI, nutrition program at the schools
(16)
Extension - 2014 Budget Discussion.  W. Leach Drum discussed the proposed 2014 budget.  

(17)
S. Kiss presented bills approved by the Hotel/Motel Tax Board and made a motion to pay the following bills: North Pend Oreille Chamber of Commerce for August and September advertising in the amount of $200.00, Newport Area Chamber of Commerce for August brochure distribution in the amount of $200.00, Pend Oreille County Fair for 2013 Fair advertising in the amount of $1,000.00, Pend Oreille Festival Association for 2013 Lavender Festival advertising in the amount of $750.00, Jeanine Shawgo for Treasurers on Foxwood 2013 advertising in the amount of $1,000.00.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.

(18)
The Board recessed for Lunch

(19)
Shoreline Master Plan Workshop – Present were:  M. Lithgow and members of the public.  The Shoreline Master Program and comments were reviewed and discussed.

(20)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s September 16, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Investment Earnings: $8,064.33
Counseling Services Professional Services Contract with the Washington State Department of Social & Health Services Childrens Administration, DSHS Contract No. 1312-85432 for the contract period of October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2014 

CONTRACT NO. 2013-34, COMMISSIONERS RECORDING
Application For Advance Travel
Sheriff’s Office-Civil:
DeLana Lacy, Criminal Justice Training Commission’s Sheriff Civil Function Advance Training, Wenatchee, WA October 7-9, 2013

Payroll Change Notices:

Counseling Services

Nicole Ford, Designated as Designated Mental Health Professional, Effective 09/20/2013

(21)
Correspondence:
9.17
R. Spencer, Town of Cusick Mayor-Periodic Update of Town and County Comprehensive Plans

9.18
Rural Resources-Governing Board Meeting Agenda, September 24, 2013

(22)
 As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:









Salary and Claim

Fund







Fund Amount 
Current Expense





$  47,362.83

Counseling Services





$    4,073.44

Fair







$    2,357.21

Law Library






$    1,117.35

Park







$    4,444.29

Milfoil Control






$   9,286.62

Timber Sales






$       259.75

Emergency 911 Communications



$    2,740.24

Homeless Program/2163




$    3,362.91

Solid Waste






$       517.46

Risk Management





$214,787.00

Equipment R&R






$  33,820.00

IT Services






$       115.86
TOTAL:







$324,244.96
(23)
Motion was made by M. Manus to continue the meeting to September 25, 2013.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.
September 25, 2013

(24)
The meeting continued and all members were present.  
(25)
Shoreline Master Program Workshop – The Program and comments were reviewed and discussed.  There were a number of the public present, including Terri Holloway with the Pend Oreille Conservation District. 
(26)
Motion to adjourn was made by K. Skoog to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
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