January 6, 2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
The Board discussed items to address with representatives of Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers office tomorrow morning.
(2)
K. Skoog discussed the Legislative Steering Committee schedule for this week in Olympia and the issues to be discussed.  
(3)
The Board made assignments amongst themselves regarding the boards and commissions they will be sitting on in 2014.
(4)
Public Works Director Sam Castro discussed property on Pleasantview Drive and a road project that affects that property. The matter will be discussed this afternoon with Prosecutor Tom Metzger.  

(5)
Assessor Jim McCroskey noted an appraiser has resigned and he requested permission to advertise. Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the request to advertise.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

(6)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(7)
WSU County Extension Director Mike Jensen discussed the installation of WSU’s Endpoint Video Conferencing System which is being provided by WSU.   The County will need to provide a 55-inch television.  Television options were discussed.  Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the purchase of a ‘smart’ television.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Discussion was held.  Motion carried.

(8)
Prosecutor T. Metzger discussed the surplus Pleasantview property.  Also present were Public Works Director S. Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey, Design Engineer George Luft, and Treasurer Terri Miller.  S. Castro noted that due to a road project, the County has an interest in protecting a portion of these two properties that lie adjacent to LeClerc Road.  A right-of-way conveyance to the County was discussed.   Motion was made by M. Manus to convey a portion of the two lots as a right-of-way deed.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

(9)
Public Works Director S. Castro discussed a review of the forest practice applications to determine if any harvest is next to county land.  Also discussed was updating the County land inventory.
(10)
Prosecutor T. Metzger provided an update on the Orcutt project.  K. Skoog discussed the Board’s 2014 goals, placing ordinances on the County’s website, and the need to update County policies.

(11)
Motion was made by M. Manus to continue the meeting to January 7, 2014.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  

January 7, 2014

The meeting was resumed and all members were present.

(12)
Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers’ Northern Deputy District Director Sheila Stalph and Chief of Staff David Peluso were present to hear local concerns.    Present were:  Newport School District  Tom Crouch and Steve Shumski, PORT Bob Shanklin and Van Wysong, Newport Miner reporter Don Gronning, Prosecutor Attorney/Coroner Tom Metzger, Auditor Marianne Nichols, County Clerk Tammie Ownbey, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, PUD Commissioners Curt Knapp, Rick Larson and Dan Peterson, PUD Clerk of the Board Karen Willner, PUD General Counsel Colin Willenbrock, Hospital District Chief Financial Officer Kim Manus, Sheriff Alan Botzheim and Treasurer Terri Miller.
School District challenges discussed were:  loss of enrollment due to economic challenges forcing residents to seek employment out of the area; levy; federal forest money that the State automatically takes back which create lost programs and affects student and teacher retention; and the great need for better forest management.

A Narrative Introduction of Pend Oreille PUD was provided to D. Peluso.  D. Peluso discussed his background and noted the Chief Of Staff acts as a coordinator and facilitator.  He further noted the Congresswoman’s leadership role benefits the District as it provides an opportunity to work with chairs and committees in the hopes of obtaining better results.  Also discussed was advocacy and maintaining communication. 

Pend Oreille Valley Railroad PORT Commissioner Van Wysong provided introductory information and the following challenges the PORT faces:  keeping a forty-five mile stretch of rail open that is not used much, the PORT is a non-taxing entity so has a need for a revenue source and has diversified over the years to remain viable; challenges are:  trestle inspections, the need for funding sources; maintaining the Class 2 rating on their limes; and rail tunnels.  
K. Manus noted the following Hospital District concerns:  healthcare’s direction; long-term care facilities; loss of the federal rural designation to a metropolitan area which affects TeleHealth and is an issue to providers as well as qualifying for grants; mental health funding; mental health boarding; and healthcare access for Veterans.
M. Manus noted concern in keeping the north end of the county alive, noting the Forest Service is standing in the way of all we try to do.  He discussed the Region 6 meeting with Forest Service, dead timber and infested forests, sustainable harvest, 59% of County is federal forest land, possible loss of the Usk Mill, employment issues, watershed problems with the large amount of overgrowth present in the forest, adverse effect to in-stream flows, the South-End motorized project for ATVs has not been signed, opening up Forest Service Roads to ATV travel, American Lands Council, need for NEPA reform, Resource Advisory Council (RAC) funding and make-up of RAC Board.

T. Metzger discussed Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT), noting that involved between $700,000 and $800,000 into the general fund and the challenges regarding the annual uncertainty of receiving the funds. He also discussed psychiatric boarding and the need for transition beds.

K. Skoog discussed integration of health care regarding health districts and the possible loss of local control to regionalization of the districts.  She also discussed water availability, noting environmental groups are suing counties over this water issue.

(13)
ITS Director Chad Goodhue provided a department update.  Items discussed were:  encrypted and blocked emails containing personal/private information; New World software update and training; DLP Projector in the courtroom for Superior Court; telephone tree restructuring; New World update allows for permitting software used in Public Works ties into the mapping server; upcoming direction meeting with users of Inter Government Network regarding sensitive or confidential data; upcoming Infragard meeting; identification of computers for replacement and deployment in January and February; threat detection software;  GIS plotter for printing of maps; and noted the Sheriff’s map is in full production in Dispatch.
(14)
Assessor James McCroskey presented a resolution to adopt the County’s 2014 regular property tax levy rate for tax collection, noting the distribution to Veterans Fund and Counseling Services.  Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the resolution as presented.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried. 

Adopting the County’s 2014 Regular Property Tax Levy Rate for 2014 Tax Collection (RCW 84.55.120)

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-01, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(15)
Community Development Director M. Lithgow provided a department update.  Items discussed were building permit revenue for 2013; closure of the County Park and Sweet Creek for the season, closure of Yocum Lake Road;  Park Board’s recommendation to work with County Forester Northwest Management to produce Forest Stewardship Plans for the Parks property; Parks Board regarding the Edgewater North property;  status of Batey Bould; coordinating a GIS user group meeting, working with EDC on their website; coordinating a County Lands Committee meeting; initiation process for new members of the Planning Commission and the one new member of the Parks and Recreation Board; survey of the Fertile Valley right-of-way has been completed with the data being used by Design Engineer George Luft to lay out the equestrian train in Auto CAD; Natural Resource Planner has been working with the Road Department on the Indian Creek Crossing, Skookum Creek Culvert Elimination, Skookum Creek Culvert Elimination at Best Chance, Coyote Trail Rd., West Branch LeClerc Creek Bridge #2, Sandy Shores, Sullivan Lake Gabion Wall Basket, and Review of Maintenance Projects in relationship to General HPA.
Also discussed were:  updates to the Development Regulations regarding off-premise signage and the definition for a recreational vehicle park; and Universal Building Code. 
(16)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss. Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s December 30, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Investment Earnings:  $9,571.10


Unemployment Compensation Rate Policy

RESOLUTION NO 2014-02, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING


Resolution Accepting Treasurer’s List of 2013 Property Tax Refunds


RESOLUTION NO. 2014-03, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING


Assessor:  Job Description for Appraiser and Approval to advertise.

Commissioners:  Job Description for Commissioners Programs and Approval to Advertise

Payroll Change Notices:


Assessor:


Elizabeth Baker, Resignation, Effective 01/14/2014


Public Works – Road Division:

James Zylstra, Discharge, Effective 12/31/2013

(17)
Correspondence Sent:

Paul Edgren, Appointment to Planning Commission for 4-year term of 1/1/2014-12/31/2017, District 3
Terry Holloway, Appointment to Planning Commission for 4-year term of 1/1/2014-12/31/2017, District 2

Norris Boyd, Appointment to Planning Commission for 4-year term of 1/1/2014-12/31/2017, District 1

Steve Wilson, Letter of appreciation for service on the Planning Commission
Steve Bennett, Letter of appreciation for service on the Planning Commission
Susan Hobbs, Letter of appreciation for service on the Planning Commission
William Holstein, Thank-you for interest in serving on the Planning Commission

Michael Mondich, Thank-you for interest in serving on the Planning Commission

(18)
Correspondence Received:
1.01
Washington State Liquor Control Board- Notice of Marijuana License Application for Daniel and Linda Shelgren, Backwoods Organic Garden, 211 Buck Creek Road, Newport, Marijuana Producer Tier 3

1.02
D. Windom, Northeast Tri County Health District- Board of Health Meeting, January 15, 2014, 10a.m., Colville.
1.03
K. Curtiss- Community Development Department

1.04
Bonneville Power Administration- January 2014 Journal 
(19)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:









Salary and Claim

Fund







​​​Fund Amount
Current Expense





$  20,352.97
Counseling Services





$    8,155.65
Fair







$           9.60
Road







$  10,488.10

Trial Court Improvement





$         20.52

Veteran’s Assistance





$       105.50

Extension Education





$       131.55

Low Income Housing/2060




$         17.00

Homeless Program/2163




$         25.50

Solid Waste






$  22,142.15
Risk Management





$  12,097.84

Equipment R&R






$  65,811.48

IT Services






$       377.80
TOTAL:







$139,735.66
(20)
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
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