January 19, 2015

There was no meeting held due to Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

January 20, 2015

The Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00 a.m.  All members were present.

(1)
Reviews and Reports –
The Board reviewed vacant volunteer positions on various Boards and Commissions. The vacancies are posted on the County’s website and will be published in The Miner.

K. Skoog reported on the Water Banking Feasibility Study Policy Advisory Group (WRIA 55) meeting she attended last week.    

Consent Agenda – Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.        Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s January 12, 2015 meeting and the following items:  

Investment Earnings (January 1-16, 2015): $262.16

Pend Oreille County 2014-2015 Assessed Valuation – Total taxable valuation:  $1,383,714,878.00

Certification of 2015 Road Levy to the County Road Administration Board

Approval for ER&R to purchase one 2015 John Deere 772 GP 6-wheel drive motor grader from Rowand Machinery under the National Joint Powers Alliance membership for the price of $309,010.00, and the trade-in 
of a 2007 John Deere 770D grader for the value of $135,000.00, excluding tax

Signature Authorization Form for FY15 E911 County Contract

(2)
Senator Brian Dansel called with a Legislative update, discussing the following items:  County issues and concerns, caribou habitat, wolf plan, and Department of Fish & Wildlife.  Senator Dansel discussed draft bills, among which were:  return of REET to Newport, no net loss of private property, and co-sponsor of bill on return of federal lands.

(3)
EXECUTIVE SESSION – An executive session was requested by Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford regarding collective bargaining pursuant to RCW  42.30.140(4)(a) for twenty minutes from 9:30 a.m. to 9:50 a.m.

(4)
S. Kiss recommended payment of the following bills approved by the Hotel Motel Tax Board: County Auditor for 2014 accounting supplies: $29.62; KXLY for PORTA October, 2014 Airtime: $630.00; KXLY for PORTA 4th Quarter Airtime: $350.00; and Newport Miner for Advertising:  $172.50.   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Hotel/Motels bills as presented.   Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.   Motion carried.

(5)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(6)
S. Kiss was excused to attend the US Forest Service Plan/A-Z Update meeting at the Stevens County Commissioners’ Office in Colville.

(7)
Public Works Update – Present were Public Works Director Sam Castro and County Engineer Don Ramsey.   S. Castro discussed the request to purchase a grader.

ROADS - S. Castro discussed damage to guardrails and restoration costs, claims to insurance companies and dividends to the County.  The Miltner Slough repair was completed last week.  Snow removal and grooming in recreation areas has begun.  A weekly snow removal log will be posted on the County’s website.    D. Ramsey discussed directional signage to snow park areas in the County.  Also discussed was the Indian Creek Culvert elimination with design work in 2015 and project work scheduled for 2016.  D. Ramsey noted there will be a public workshop on March 4th regarding Sandy Shores.

Solid Waste – S. Castro discussed his meeting with Republic on January 7th regarding the tipping wall at the Deer Valley site.   Also noted was that metal recycling is scheduled to take place in March.

ER&R -  S. Castro discussed fuel station backup generators with auto transfer switches and noted the County currently has no backup generators for the fuel supply in the event of power failures and the negative effect on first responders.  Also discussed was replacement of air compressors.  D. Ramsey informed the Board the surplus 2003 Expedition has not sold at auction at the requested minimum amount.   The Board suggested selling the vehicle on consignment.

Buildings and Grounds – Items discussed were:  Community Development space configuration, Public Works office needs; Solid Waste Field Coordinator Office; and the Garden building roofing project.  S. Castro requested approval to advertise for bids on the roofing project.  Motion was made by K. Skoog to put the Garden building roofing project out to bid.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.  

S. Castro will be attending the Washington State Association of County Engineers conference in Olympia on February 4, 5th and 6th.  Washington State will be the host state for the 2015 National Association of County Engineers.

(8)
Prosecutor Dolly Hunt discussed the Open Public Meetings Act.   

EXECUTIVE SESSION – D. Hunt requested an executive session regarding potential litigation pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) for twenty minutes from 2:40 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Also present was S. Stafford and S. Castro. An additional twenty minutes was requested.  The session ended at 3:20 p.m.

(9)
Public Comment Period – No members of the public were present.

(10)
Correspondence Received (Non-electronic):
1.5	American Lands Council-Membership
1.6	Northeast Tri County Health District-Board of Health Meeting on January 28, 2015
1.7	J. McCroskey, Assessor-State of Washington Payment In Lieu of Taxes
1.8	Copy of: D. Ramsey letter to Sewell & Associates regarding Fertile Valley Road Sanitary Sewer Compaction

(11)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor’s Office:
							        							        							           Salary and Claim
Current Expense						$  54,555.93
Counseling Services						$    6,086.20
Fair								$       253.46
Park								$       890.22
Road								$    6,962.88
Veteran’s Assistance						$    1,243.18
Low Income Housing/2060					$         15.90
Homeless Program/2163					$         39.12
Solid Waste							$    5,437.39
Risk Management						$         58.62
Equipment ER&R						$  20,629.74
Sheriff’s Trust							$       366.00
TOTAL:								$  96,538.64

(12)
Motion to adjourn was made by K. Skoog.   Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.
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