January 27, 2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
A telephone conference was held with Lobbyist Jim Potts who provided a legislative update on hearings and bills.  The bills discussed concerned marijuana, transportation/gas tax and Shelly Short’s sponsored bills (2261, 2262 and 2269).  K. Skoog discussed commenting on 2261 and 2262 and relayed her discussion with Representative Taylor on Bill 2268 regarding the transfer of federal lands to states.   She also noted that NACo has done a resolution in favor of this transfer.  She will notify members of the Eastern Washington Council of Governments to send letters requesting a hearing on this lands transfer bill.  She noted next week is the last week for hearings.
(2)
Board Review and Reports:  

K. Skoog discussed last week’s Legislative Steering Committee meetings.  Among items discussed were:  the Growth Management Act and an opt-out possibility, and the transfer of federal lands to the states.  M. Manus questioned if the federal government has approved that transfer.  K. Skoog noted that Commissioner of Public Lands Peter Goldmark and the Washington State Department of Natural Resources are interested. 

(3)
Executive Session – Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford requested an executive session to discuss the performance of a public employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) for twenty minutes from 10:05 a.m. to 10:25 a.m.
(4)
Board Review and Reports (continued):

M. Manus discussed the packet of materials that was presented to all he met with in Washington, D.C. He noted Stevens County Commissioner Steve Parker also attended.  Thursday morning they met with Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers to discuss concerns regarding Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT), Forest Service, Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition, timber harvests, the NEPA process, requested NEPA, ESA and Clean Water reform;  also met with Bob Weidner and discussed  the Forest Service, PILT, American Lands Council; Columbia River Treaty, the metropolitan designation for the Hospital and ramifications of that designation; and Veteran’s Affairs and the lack of veteran’s health care within our county.  Friday a meeting was held with Tara Billingsly at Maria Cantwell’s office and PILT was discussed.  Cantwell’s office was onboard with the counties receiving those payments, noting 49 out of 50 states receive PILT payments.  They also discussed the Columbia River Treaty. Meetings were also had with the Heritage Foundation and Senator Murray’s office.  Saturday and Sunday he attended workshops on county concerns. M. Manus noted next week he has a meeting with President of the Lands Council Mike Peterson.  
K. Skoog discussed the Washington State Association of Counties regarding representation of rural counties.  

K. Skoog will be Olympia for Legislative Steering Committee meetings February 4th through 7th.  She noted this would be the last week of hearings.

K. Skoog discussed the WSAC Legislative Steering Committee marijuana roundtable noting the Attorney General’s opinion, legislation, revenue, moratoriums and various options, including zoning.  The Board asked Community Development Director Mike Lithgow to come up to discuss zoning matters.  M. Lithgow noted he has been reviewing the zoning structure.  He noted the State has protections as to locations/secured environments.  K. Skoog discussed housing densities.  M. Lithgow noted that large operations that have employees and have impacts to the neighborhoods, as well as operations with sales, there will need to be a Conditional Use Permit then the Planning Commission would be involved.  
(5)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(6)
Public Works Update –

Present were Director Sam Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey and Senior Design Construction Engineer George Luft.

S. Castro discussed requirements that all contracts and agreements contain the Title VI language, as well as the County being named as additional insured with a policy endorsement attached to all contracts and agreements.

Solid Waste – 
Recycling Revenue for 2013 exceeded $50,000; the mitigation on the tipping floor wall is in progress.

Timber – 
The timber inventory and harvest plan proposal will take place tomorrow with the Board.  

Buildings/Grounds-
S. Castro discussed the number of work orders and noted he has put a hold on the Commissioner’s Office project until the PILT payment issue has been resolved.  The National Register of Historic Places Award will be presented at 8:30 a.m. on February 3rd by Annie Boyon, MHP/Principal Investigator.  Other items discussed were security concerns at the Corrections facility.  The Board will schedule a workshop to discuss solutions.  

Roads - 

A portion of the Harvey Creek Pit has been groomed by the County for recreational parking pursuant to the Forest Service’s request under Memorandum of Understanding  Agreement No. 2009-1.  This agreement has expired and the County has stopped the grooming.  
D. Ramsey noted the Town of Cusick has requested assistance from the County with time and materials of a snow plow, as well as sanding on River Road in an emergency.   The RCWs give authority to the counties to expend county road funds on extensions of county roads leading into towns, but does require the legislative bodies of each respective group to reach an agreement as to appropriate funding.
West Coast was the general contractor on the Ione Bridge and they will be receiving an award from the Association of General Contractors on January 31, 2014 at the Davenport Hotel.  D. Ramsey noted this was a competitive award.
S. Castro discussed last week’s freeze/thaw meeting with Vaagen Brothers and the Forest Service regarding restrictions and hauling.  

D. Ramsey noted he completed an engineering study regarding the speed limit entering onto the Ione Bridge and recommends a speed reduction to 20mph beginning 250 feet uphill from the intersection.  He will prepare a resolution for the Board’s consideration within their February 3, 2014 Consent Agenda.
G. Luft and S. Kiss discussed LeClerc Road South at the Indian Creek Crossing.  

(7)
S. Stafford discussed questions she has received regarding e-cigarettes.   The State does not have a ban on e-cigarettes and entities need to establish their own policy. The need for a policy was discussed.  
S. Stafford discussed the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) webex presentation held last Wednesday and noted a committee has been formed to address concerns with the goal to prepare a HIPPA policy for the County.   

(8)
Ms. Pat BoyEz Director of 4-H Youth Development  from Puyallup, Washington and County Extension Director/4-H Youth Development Agent Mike Jensen discussed opportunities for a new direction for 4-H.  P. BoyEz discussed 4-H’s interest in beefalo/buffalo, noting they have been working with Montana experts regarding development of a policy which requires a percentage of beef blood be in the stock. She also discussed natural resource-based youth programing, the State Know Your Government program, and the development of a Know Your Government county-based program.   M. Jensen discussed strategic planning and partnering with the County Commissioners to hold community meetings within each Commissioner District to hear citizen concerns.  P. BoyEz discussed a new partnership with ConAgra for a pilot program to provide nutrition education for families.  She noted this program would not be as restrictive as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  Pend Oreille County is part of the  pilot program.  She also discussed 4-H funding opportunities for the County.
M. Manus discussed working with the Economic Development Council and Tri-County Economic Development District, as well as the opportunities with the US Forest Service regarding trails and wild land fire management, as well as working with the Kalispel Tribe.
(9)
Prosecutor Tom Metzger – Legal Update - S. Kiss requested information as to who appoints the medical program director that handles the local EMS Council.  T. Metzger discussed the need of a contract with the Hospital for Jail medical services.  K. Skoog discussed maintenance within the Jail and the source of funds for that maintenance.  T. Metzger noted the County Building and Grounds Department needs to be in charge of the maintenance of building facilities, including the Jail facilities.  K. Skoog asked for information on the different tiers available for marijuana applications.  T. Metzger noted Tier 1 is for a canopy growth of 2,000 square feet and under, Tier 2 is for a canopy growth from 2,000 to 10,000 square feet, and Tier 3 is for a canopy growth of 10,000 to 30,000 square feet.  Also discussed was the number of producers allowed within the county.  There is a restriction of two million square feet of canopy state-wide.
Other matters discussed were the updated Coroners Contract with Sherman Knapp, the Kalispel Computer Services Contract, liability insurance language for contracts, and the Selkirk School District’s Wastewater Treatment grant and loan documents.
(10)

Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue meeting to January 28, 2014.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.
January 28, 2014

(11)
Elected Officials and Department Head Meeting -   Present were:  T. Metzger, M. Lithgow, M. Jensen, Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne, ITS Director Chad Goodhue, Weed Control Coordinator Sharon Sorby, Auditor Marianne Nichols, Sheriff Alan Botzheim, Assessor James McCroskey, Assistant Treasurer/Financial Supervisor Lisa Vallieres, Treasurer Terri Miller, D. Ramsey, S. Stafford, District Court Administrator Rachel Johnson and Newport School District Superintendent Dave Smith.  
S. Kiss opened the meeting and M. Manus addressed budget concerns in the event that PILT is not funded. T. Miller stated a one-year extension has been attached to the Farm Bill as agreed by both the House and the Senate.  The goal is to obtain permanent funding.   M. Manus discussed his trip to Washington D.C., noting he met with Cathy McMorris Rodgers, the staff of Patty Murray’s and Maria Cantwell’s offices.  All said they are working on permanent PILT funding. He discussed National forest lands, increasing natural resource management and the Columbia River Treaty with McMorris Rodgers. M. Nichols provided copies of the 2014 budget books.  She noted the ballots return is large.  T. Metzger discussed contracts, noting the requirement for his review and signature on those documents prior to sending them to the Board. He also discussed liability insurance documentation on contracts that show the County as an additional insured, along with an endorsement (certificate of insurance) which shows the County as an equal insured.  The coverage amounts will vary depending on the contact or agreement.  He also discussed Title VI non-discriminatory language that is required for all contracts. He said the goal is to protect the County and limit the risk exposure.  Multi-year contracts may have insurance coverage for one year and the Clerk of the Board will maintain a tickler system to track insurance coverage. S. Kiss introduced M. Jensen who discussed WSU partnering with the County for the video conference system that is available to the departments.   A. Botzheim said there are thirty-five inmates in the Jail, they are short three staff in Corrections and he noted it takes eleven staff to operate the facility on a 24 hour per day basis.  T. Miller said tax statements are currently at the printers, the foreclosure sale was done in January, and she discussed the receipt of sales and use taxes.  K. Skoog discussed the member packet tool provided to all Legislative Steering Committee members by WSAC. Among the topics included in the packet are fiscal sustainability, marijuana, mental health and chemical dependency. K. Skoog discussed the following: 18% of all our revenue comes from property taxes;  testifying on and participating in the workgroup regarding the Growth Management Act; testified last week regarding codifying the climate code changes;  Senator Brian Dansel’s water quality bill will get a hearing; and she will look for Dansel’s primitive roads bill. 
(12)
Annabelle Payne – Counseling Services January Update – Also present was Sheriff Alan Botzheim.   A. Payne discussed psychiatric bed needs and holds noting a workshop tomorrow on single bed certification and other coordination issues.
Other matters discussed were: 

Developmental Disability County Advisory Board meeting is scheduled for March 11th at 12:00, in the Quail Manor clubhouse.   Agenda items include discussion of the recently released Request For Proposal (2 calls of interest to date) and the development of the DD County Plan.  The State is looking at concept of managed care for developmental disabilities services.  This may be a subject of interest for 2015 Legislative Session.
Substance Abuse, Mental Health counseling, as well as Developmental Disability services are now offered in the Cutter Theater offices in north area of the County.   Services offered are limited and based on resources available.  All requests for information and scheduling of services need to go through the main office in Newport.  Prevention efforts this last month have focused primarily on development of the Youth Task Force (Re-Application work committee and other sub committees), the Teen Grant Writing Class and the Block Watch Town Hall.     The prevention program is also offering some facilitation support with the community’s interest for a Community Center. 

Legislative Bills - HB 1963 would change the commitment standard from imminent to substantial likelihood.   Concerns noted primarily with anticipated impact on already scarce inpatient beds.  Assume minimum 25% increase in hospitalizations (likely much more) with increased costs for crisis team capacity, transportation, and other related coordination costs.

SB 6312 requires the Legislature to convene a task force to examine reform of the adult behavioral health system and to make recommendations for reform. The task force is to adopt a “bottom-up” approach and have varied stakeholder involvement from RSNs, County Coordinators, law enforcement, tribes, providers, consumers, MCOs , etc. This bill does not repeal the counties first right of refusal of mental health contracts, but it does mandate that integrating chemical dependency and mental health services and requires counties to organize into no more than nine regional delivery areas.  

(13)
County Extension Director/4-H Youth Development Agent Mike Jensen discussed the 4-H Youth Development Program and the Know Your Government Conference in Olympia February 15 – 19, 2014. He discussed the Food Sense program for the schools, noting funding levels are yet unknown.   The 4-H leaders Council met January 9th to gather information about community perceptions and the success indicators of 4-H clubs. The next Council meeting is February 13, 2014.   M. Jensen noted 4-H requires background checks for volunteers working with children, he also discussed office records management, with a 4-H 101 leaders meeting taking place January 28th and 29th.  WSU Director of Communications Josh Pierson will discuss business and market plans at a meeting on February 20, 2014.  Youth record keeping will be a topic of that meeting. M. Jensen noted he will be working on the following four plans this year: 1) Strategic Plan (internally and externally); 2) Business plan; supported by a 3) marketing plan and 4) the final plan is how to implement this.  He noted the need for strategic use of limited resources in order to hit the key elements within the County and looking at rebuilding our overall extension advisory board with four meetings over the year.
(14)
Executive Session – The Board called an executive session to discuss performance of a public employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) for 25 minutes from 12:00 noon to 12:25p.m.   Also present were S. Stafford and C. Goodhue. 
(15)
ER&R Workshop – 2014 Replacement Schedule.  Present were D. Ramsey and Fleet Manager Brian Egland.  The Six-Year Replacement Program: 2014 to 2020 was presented and discussed.  Two vehicles will be replaced this year.  B. Egland shared cost information regarding Truck Glider kits versus new trucks.   
(16)
Northwest Management, Inc. Luke Machtolf and Tom Richards discussed a cost analysis and project overview prepared by Northwest Management, Inc. for developing a county-wide forestland inventory and harvest schedule for all designated ‘timber’ parcels.  Also present was D. Ramsey.  The inventory also includes several parcels designated as ‘road’, ‘surplus’, ‘mineral’, or ‘other’ which have stands of manageable forestland.  Northwest Management is capable of completing this project over the next three months for a total cost of $38,400.00.  Following is a summary of the County parcels which will be included in this inventory and harvest schedule:  Total estimated forest land acres is 2,658, approximate average parcel size is sixty-two acres, and the total number of parcels is forty-three.
The data collected during the inventory will allow NMI to calculate a statistically valid estimate of commercial timber volume, pre-merchantable tree data (regeneration), and site index. Additionally this data will be used to develop a sustainable harvest schedule for Pend Oreille County, which provides the basis of future management decisions.
In addition to providing budget forecasting and sustainable harvest levels, this inventory and harvest schedule provides a baseline set of information to prepare a Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the county forestlands. The Washington DNR’s Small Forest Landowner Office is willing to provide funding assistance to Pend Oreille County for preparing a comprehensive FMP under their cost-share program. The DNR would contribute $2,800.00 toward the FMP – which can be used to reduce the total project cost to $35,600.00.
L. Machtolf stated they could begin data collection at this time where snow pack allows. GIS work could begin now. The Board asked for a quote for having this done in two parts, as well as a quote for having the work done at one time.  

(17)
Alan Botzheim and Geoff Rusho were present to discuss liabilities within the Corrections Department.  M. Manus suggested a workgroup be formed to address all liability concerns.  Staff shortages were discussed.     Also present was S. Stafford.
Composition of workgroup was discussed to include Geoff Rusho, Mike Manus, Mike Lithgow, Chad Goodhue, James Batie, and Sam Castro.
(18)
S. Kiss was excused to attend the Rural Resources 5:00 p.m. meeting in Colville.

(19)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog. Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s January 20, 2014 meeting and the following items:  
Investment Earnings:  $486.98
Payroll Change 
Notices:
Weed Control: 
Randi Shaw, Resignation, Effective 01/27/2014

Sharon Sorby, Longevity, $225.00/month, Effective 02/01/2014

Treasurer: 
 Lisa Vallieres, Longevity, $120.00/month, Effective 02/01/2014

Community Development:


Todd McLaughlin, Step 3, $3,750.96/month, Effective 02/01/2014
Pend Oreille County Public Works Department Solid Waste Division Small Public Works Agreement with Northern Lights Electrical

AGREEMENT NO. 2014-2, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(20)
Correspondence Received:
1.16
Northeast Tri County Health District-2014 Meeting Schedule, Membership List, Public List, Confidential List, Health District Offices Information

1.17
Washington State Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board-2013 Annual Report
1.19
USDA, Forest Service-Draft Decision Notice for the South End Project and Forest Plan Amendment Environmental Assessment

1.20
Town of Metaline –Ordinance No. 223 approving Town’s 2012 Water System Plan
(21)
Correspondence Sent:

Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, Brian Hatfield, Testimony on SB 6087 Water Quality Standards
Laurie Jinkins-Testimony re HB 2268 relating to the transfer of federal land to the state
(22)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:









Salary and Claim

Fund







​​​Fund Amount
Current Expense





$ 254,401.91
Counseling Services





$   48,834.15

Crime Victims Compensation




$        190.43

Fair







$        529.16
Park







$        736.89

Roads







$ 100,320.66

Timber Sales






$        104.88

Emergency 911 Communications



$   30,172.92

Equipment R&R






$          78.15

Extension Education





$        540.20

Public Facilities






$     2,517.17

Solid Waste






$   52,699.63

IT Fund







$     4,701.35

IT Services






$        621.12
TOTAL:







$ 496,448.62
(23)
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.
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