 March 9, 2015

The Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00 a.m.  M. Manus was excused.

(1) 
A conference call was received from Lobbyist Jim Potts for a legislative update.  K. Skoog discussed Legislative Steering Committee items from the last week of February.  She discussed fiscal sustainability in rural forested counties.  Other items discussed were:  gas tax, carbon tax and a transportation package.  Wolf bills have come over to the Senate from the House.  The cutoff for bills to pass their House of origin is Wednesday, March 11th, at which point they will start hearing more of the bills from the opposite Houses.

(2)
K. Skoog has been in discussions with Public Lands Steering Committee members about on-going conversations with Chief United States Forest Service Thomas Tidwell regarding coordination and collaboration.    K. Skoog noted she is serving on the Public Lands Steering Committee.   Also discussed was the annual Western Interstate Conference which will be held in Hawaii this year.    

Other items discussed by the Board were local and national timber production, lumber prices and market pricing.

(3)
Consent Agenda – Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.        Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the corrected minutes of the Board’s March 2, 2015 meeting and the following items:  

Investment Earnings (February 1-28, 2015):	$551.96

Payroll Change Notices:  
Counseling Services:  Theresa Allen, Designation as a Designated Mental Health Professional, 
Effective: 03/01/2015

	Mental Health Staffing Retention Stipend Table, Effective 03/01/2015

	Request For Proposals for CAPP 2015 HFE-150 Oil	

	Purchase from State Contract one 2015 Ford F150- 4x4 from Legacy Ford in the amount of $24,652, plus tax
	(Vehicle to replace the 1991 GMC pickup assigned to the Fair and will be assigned to the Fair fund,)

	Transfer of a Vehicle Between ER&R and the Fair Fund
	RESOLUTION NO. 2015-8, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

	Approving and Authorizing the 2015 Maintenance and Operation Budget for Martin Hall
	RESOLUTION NO. 2015-9, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Department of Ecology Amendment No. 1 to Grant and Amendment No. 1 to Loan regarding the Selkirk School District Wastewater Treatment Upgrade Phase 2 project.
AGREEMENT NO. 2015-25, COMMISISONERS’ RECORDING

Department of Social and Health Services Agreement 1563-32935 with Counseling Services
	AGREEMENT NO. 2015-26, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Washington Teamsters Welfare Trust Subscription Agreement
AGREEMENT NO., 2015-27, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(4)
Motion was made by K. Skoog to continue the meeting to March 10, 2015.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.  

March 10, 2015

The meeting resumed.  M. Manus was excused.

(5)
K. Skoog reported on yesterday’s meeting in Colville with Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers, noting among the attendees was Vaagan Brothers.   Items discussed were:  Secure Rural Schools, Salmon behind the Grand Coulee and Chief Joseph dams, A-Z Project monitoring, Forest Plan revision, coordination, legislation regarding increased management of US Forest Land, over the snow travel, Public Lands Steering Committee, and the Endangered Species Act.  McMorris Rodgers also discussed a short-term commitment for Secure Rural School funding.

(6)
Public Works Director Sam Castro discussed last week’s Solid Waste Advisory Committee meeting including the operating and infrastructure costs for the Transfer Station which is a user-based utility.  

(7)
Prosecuting Attorney Dolly Hunt provided a legal update.   Among the items discussed were:   S. Castro was present to discuss the contract with Republic Services regarding the Transfer Station and scheduling of a meeting to discuss costs; review of Burn Ban ordinance; the 2009 State of Necessity Workday; public records training; department head human resources training; internet policy and training; Interagency agreement with WSU regarding the 227 Garden Building; the Planning Commission and a hearings examiner.  

(8)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(9)
Water Banking Meeting (WRIA 55)- Present were:  Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, Prosecutor Dolly Hunt, Department of Ecology Eastern Regional Director Grant Pfeifer, Spokane County Commissioner Todd Mielke, Aspect Consulting Hydrogeologist Carl Einberger, Aspect Consulting Senior Water Resources Engineer Ryan Brownley,  DOE Watershed Lead Rusty Post, Spokane County Utilities Water Resources Division Mike Hermanson, Spokane County Water Resources Manager Utilities Division Rob Lindsey,  Department of Ecology Water Section Manager Keith Stoffel, Stevens County Land Services Director Eric Johanssen, and  DOE Hydrogeologist Guy Gregory.

C. Einberger provided a background on the grant funding from Ecology for a water-banking feasibility study. 
A Policy Advisory Group has been convened with representatives from the tri-county area to address limited water supply within WRIA 55 (Little Spokane Basin).  Also discussed were:  the 1976 Instream Flow Rule (WAC 173-555); legal, regulatory, and policy framework; future water demand evaluation; potential availability of water rights; water market evaluation; bank seeding and habitat improvement; bank structure and water transfer framework; water banking incentives; and water banks redistribute water right authority between sellers and buyers. Why are water banks formed?   Some reasons identified were:  Mitigation for out-of-priority use, mitigation for new uses, in response to regulatory pressure, and it was noted that rules of water banking can be more favorable than conventional transfers.  

(10)
Correspondence Received (Non-electronic): 
3.3	Pend Oreille County Fair Board-March 3, 2015 Agenda and February 3, 2015 Meeting Minutes
3.4	Copy of Letter to N. Lotze, Selkirk School District Superintendent from J. Bellatty, Dept. of Ecology- Selkirk School District 70 – NPDES No. WA0044938
3.5	D. Barrett-Letter of Interest to serve on the Planning Commission
3.6	J. Frueh-Newport Jail
3.7 	Sonia Osweiler-Letter of Interest to serve on the Planning Commission

(11)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor’s Office:
							        							        							           Salary and Claim
Current Expense					$  71,722.24
Counseling Services					$  27,560.29
Fair							$       477.00
Park							$         41.55
Road							$  75,829.64
Low Income Housing/2060				$       779.02
Homeless Program/2163				$       893.66
Capital Projects						$    1,843.94
Solid Waste						$    1,617.71
Risk Management					$    1,700.00
Equipment R&R						$  22,938.80
Sheriff’s Trust						$       690.00
							$206.093.85
(12)
Motion to adjourn was made K. Skoog.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.
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