March 24, 2014 -  Corrected 04-07-2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  
(1)
Board Reviews and Reports – S. Kiss and M. Manus discussed conversations they had with a developer last week and to set up a meeting with all the Commissioners regarding rezoning.  S. Kiss discussed the Hotel-Motel Tax Advisory Committee meeting he attended last week.  The Financial Report was reviewed.  K. Skoog discussed attending meetings with DNR in May regarding Federal Forest Lands transferring to State ownership.
(2)

M. Manus noted that at least one of the Commissioners should have been present at a meeting last week regarding zoning and growth management in regards to the Growth Management Act.  A request was made that at least one Commissioner attend all future meetings regarding the GMA.
(3)
Executive Session - An Executive session was requested by Public Works Director Sam Castro to  review the performance of a public employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) 15 minutes from 11:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m..   Also present was Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford.
(4)

S. Castro discussed the request by a potential new hire to allow for an exception in regards to the pay scale, as he previously held this position with the County.  
(5)
Executive Session - An Executive session was requested by the Commissioners with S. Stafford to review union negotiations pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) 25 minutes from 11:40 a.m. to 12:05 p.m.
(6)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(7)
Auditor Marianne Nichols informed the Board that Youth Emergency Services wants to apply for a grant and is asking if the County would act as the fiscal agent.  The Board agreed that Y.E.S. can proceed to apply for the grant and the County would act as fiscal agent for that grant.  Also discussed was the Weed Board budget.
(8)
Motion was made by M. Manus to approve Counseling Service’s request to advertise, with intent to hire pending successful pre-employment requirements to fill a position upon the resignation of an employee.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
(9)
Public Works update. Present were S. Castro and County Engineer Donald Ramsey.

ER&R – Winter Road equipment is being stored in one location to maximize service and repairs.  The new loader and the new broom are in the field today.
Roads – Items discussed were: road and parking lot repairs; update on the SR211 and SR20 resurface projects; and a “Bus Stop Ahead” sign requested for Selkirk schools.   Reports from County Road Administration Board (CRAB) require the Chair’s signature.  K. Skoog brought up issues of weed spraying on County road right-of-ways by the Public Works and the Weed Board’s involvement.
Building and Grounds – Items discussed were: requesting bids for walk-in cooler; funds regarding recyclables picked up for County departments; update on the security camera project; lighting and security in the Hall of Justice; and the Confined Space Policy per L & I requirements.
Capital Projects – Items discussed were:  replacing boiler for jail; Sheriff parking lot needs to be excavated and repaved as ground has settled and has formed large dips; expansion of the jail; and the Garden Building mitigation for roofing and siding.
D.  Ramsey is to send an e-mail to K. Skoog regarding language used in new WAC requirements that would increase costs in engineering fees for private citizens as well as for Public Works’ projects.  These concerns will be discussed with State Legislators.

(10)
Prosecutor Tom Metzger - Legal Update.  Items discussed were:  EHB 1224 GMA “Opt Out” Legislation Discussion Guide that will give a summary of key provisions of this legislation that may be considered helpful in making decisions by the County; mineral rights on the land Forest Service wants to purchase and if the County wants to release those rights; contract addendum for K. Wesley; proposed contract with Fiber Services; “Gifts and Gratuity” policy as it pertains to the  Sheriff’s Department; RCWs state the Prosecutor is to provide the County legal counsel, which he noted would include the Public Defender contract.; the Weed Board budget; and spraying weeds in County road right-of-ways.
(11)

Public Comment Period - The Miner Newspaper Editor Fred Willenbrock was in attendance.

F. Willenbrock discussed the Hotel-Motel Tax Advisory Committee meeting last week. The ATV provision in regards to the Forest Service and the County was discussed.  Shopping local and economic impact of County and other businesses awarding and/or not awarding jobs to local vendors was a concern brought up by F. Willenbrock.

(12)

S. Stafford discussed applicants for seasonal Weed Inspector positions.
(13)
Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue the meeting to March 25, 2014.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.                     Motion carried.

March 25, 2014

The meeting was resumed and all members were present.
(14)
Elected Officials and Department Heads – Present were County Extension Director/4-H Youth Development Agent Mike Jensen, S. Castro, Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne, Assistant Treasurer/Financial Supervisor Lisa Vallieres, Administrative Assistant to the Director of Public Works Teresa Brooks,  Peer Counselor Rusty Mae Squires, D. Ramsey, Assessor James McCroskey,  Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, ITS Director Chad Goodhue, T. Metzger, M. Nichols, S. Stafford, Counseling Services Receptionist Jodi Rumph, District Court Judge Phil Van De Veer, and Commissioner Programs Christine Rahoun.  Introductions were made.  
S. Stafford and C. Goodhue discussed updating the 2003 policy Health Insurance Portability And Accountability Act, where we store HIPAA information and how that information is stored; S. Stafford distributed a survey for all departments to complete and return; the risks and reduction of those risks were discussed.  M. Jensen noted the desk top video conferencing is operating and assists with bridging distances within the County.  Other Polycom sites within the County were discussed.  A. Payne discussed concerns regarding sustainability of our Chemical Dependency program due to  the shift of Medicaid dollars; also noted was the reduction of UA rates; L. Vallieres noted taxes are coming in steady and their office is still dealing with three banks; T. Metzger commended T. Brooks for her handling of public records responses;  S. Castro discussed security projects within the County (security cameras within the Courthouse and the Jail, Hall of Justice security, installation of timers to the lighting within the Hall of Justice , a recent change this week within Pubic Works in that risk management duties will be transferred to T. Brooks and D. Ramsey is now designated as Assistant Public Works Director.   S. Castro discussed the recycling program and funding; M. Lithgow noted Community Development is busy with permits and projects.  Parks and Recreation is busy preparing for the Rustlers Gulch Recreation Area RCO grant for a parking area and equestrian connect trail and funding sources discussed.  Multi-use trails within the County Park were discussed; there has been minimal flooding within the basin and Community Development is working with landowners and Public Works to assist with the regulatory framework for homeowners.   C. Goodhue discussed the Next Generation Firewall and campus wide wireless access, increasing bandwidth, changing our isp vender; M. Manus discussed Jail security and beds;  M. Nichols discussed fee equalization; sunset clause isn’t changing, license plates duration staying the same;  J. McCroskey discussed new construction fees, the new appraiser is on staff and assessment fees down;  D. Ramsey noted the Mother’s Day Marathon should be well attended and may become huge for the area;  S. Kiss noted that at Council meetings he attends, he hears good reviews  and comments about the County. T. Metzger discussed felony case load numbers and noted the recent Jail escapee has been apprehended. K. Skoog noted that press articles regarding taxing wells and water are not true. She discussed the Group B water system treatment rules, the American Lands Counsel regarding transferring lands to state, and noted to shop local if you can.  M. Lithgow noted the Trends web site is a helpful source for gathering of data for counties, cities and government statistics.
(15)

Director A. Payne - Counseling Services update.  Item discussed were: the Chemical Dependency crisis due to shifts in Medicaid.  Per the Creative Solution Task Force, Chemical Dependency Mental Health funding needs to be handled locally.  Local options were discussed.  It was suggested that getting more community leaders and the media involved will help make people aware; the State budget is funding three more Evaluation and Treatment facilities in King, Thurston-Mason Regional Support Network areas as well as Spokane RSN area; Bill 2725 and Statute 6312 (to explore regionalization of mental health dependency).

(16)

County Extension Director/4-H Youth Development Agent M. Jensen - Extension (WSU) update.  Also present were Agricultural Program Coordinator Carol Mack and the Youth Program/4-H Coordinator for the Kalispel Tribal Extension Barb Cottrell.  Items discussed were:  a presentation for the Federally Recognized Tribal Extension Program (FRTEP). The Kalispel Tribe is very involved and receptive to the Extension programs; the Newport, Selkirk, and Cusick School Districts’ classes are on track to be completed by May; budget topics.
The 4-H Youth development update – fast track training of leaders; financial training; “Know you Government”; the new 4-H “Dam” project (connecting youth to water impoundments and their importance to water quality, quantity, power generation and the environment).
(17)

The Board recessed for lunch.
(18)

Robin McCroskey discussed provisions regarding the contract between the County and the Public Defenders.
. 
(19)

North East Tri-County Health District Administrator Dave Windom provided a Health District update.  Items discussed were: the upcoming State meeting agenda; water treatment systems (particularly Group B); mental health chemical dependency and Medicaid funds; and the need to use County funds to pay for programs previously paid for through other venues. 
(20)

K. Skoog was excused at 3:30 p.m.

(21)

S. Kiss presented bills approved by the Hotel/Motel Tax Advisory Board.  Motion was made by M. Manus to pay the invoices itemized as follows:  KXLY: $970.00 and Out There Monthly: $500.00, for a total of $1470.00.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

(22)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss. Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s March 17, 2014 meeting and the following items:  

              Investment Earnings:  $1,222.28
Pend Oreille County Counseling Services Agreement with Department of Social and Health Services
AGREEMENT NO. 2014-12, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Pend Oreille County Contract with The Wesley Group

CONTRACT NO. 2014-7, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Approval to the proposed First Amendment to the 2014 Memorandum of Understanding for the Juvenile Detention Facility (Martin Hall).
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-7, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

E-cigarettes will be treated the same as regular cigarettes in regards to the County Personnel Policy.

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-8, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Approval of 2014 Non-Union Salary Structure

Approval of 2014 Sheriff Deputy Bargaining Unit Salary Structure
Treasurer:  Permission to hire selected candidate for Deputy 1 Accountant, pending successful pre-employment requirements.
Sheriff:  Approved to pay travel expense for Linda Rusho for training in Bellingham for $345.

Assessor:  Approved to pay travel expense for Sonya Gamalielson for training in Wenatchee for $412.97.

Payroll Change Notices –
 Counselling Services- Kris Martin, Longevity $120.00 Effective 04/01/2014

 Public Works- Brian Egland, Step 5, $5012.10/month, Effective 04/01/2014
 Prosecutor-  Jeremy Schmidt, Step 5, $5722.76/month, Effective 04/01/2014
(23)
Correspondence Sent:

Honorable Jay Inslee, Governor of Washington State regarding The Agricultural Act of 2014, aka the Farm Bill.
Christine Barada, Director, Spokane County Community Services, regarding integration of Mental Health and Chemical Dependency in the Eight-County Region of Care.

Approval letter to allow campfires for survival training on County lands to the USAF Survival School.

Mr. Scott R. Lynn, Lands Zone Lead, Pacific NW Region USDA Forest Service - County maintaining the mineral estate.
(24)
Correspondence Received:
3.15     R. Ploof, USAF, Fairchild Air Force Base Washington-Campfires for Survival Training Activities.
(25)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:









Salary and Claim

Fund







​​​Fund Amount
Current Expense 




             $   43,782.86 
Counseling Services





$   12,209.31
Fair







$        877.71

Road







$ 186,605.23
Timber







$      2529.88
Auditor’s O&M                                                                                  $        496.92

Emergency 911 Communications



$     1,864.39
Extension Education                                                                        $        165.40

Solid Waste






$     1,546.87
Risk Management                                                                            $        332.20

ER&R







$   37,472.95
IT Fund







$         45.53
TOTAL







$ 287,929.25
(26)
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
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