May 27, 2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
EHB 1224 Growth Management Act “Opt Out Legislation Discussion - Present were:  Representative Shelly Short and Senator Brian Danzel, Department of Commerce Senior Managing Director Jeffrey Wilson, Department of Commerce Eastern Regional Manager Dave  Anderson, Auditor Marianne Nichols, Prosecutor Tom Metzger, Treasurer Terri Miller, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, Eastern Washington University (Urban & Regional Planning) Professor Gregg Dohrn, Washington Association of Counties Laura Merrill, CAPR President Tim Ibbetson, Ione Councilman Charles Spears, Newport City Councilman Ken Smith, Newport City Administrator Ray King, Veterans Frank Capehart and Metaline Mayor Pete Daggett, as well as several members of the public.

During the 2014 State Legislative Session the Engrossed House Bill was approved by the legislature and was signed by Governor Inslee in March 2014.  This bill would enable Pend Oreille County to “opt out” of the requirements to plan in full compliance with the provisions of the Washington State Growth Management Act and revert back to its original status of only having to meet certain GMA requirements.  Key provisions of the bill were discussed.  Concerns discussed were:  Growth Management Hearings Board; Urban Growth areas and annexation; if the County decides to revert back will the cities be required to follow suit; collection of REET2; what will be the effect on REET 1; would opting out affect the County’s and cities’ ability to successfully apply for State grant funds, BLOCK grants and CERB grants.  
Senator Danzel noted the intent of the law was to save counties money and litigation, giving property owners more right to do with their land what they wish and still maintain the rural element

(2)
T. Metzger and Keith Campbell with Sherman Knapp Funeral Home discussed a deceased indigent person and asked for approval for expenditure of funds for cremation of the remains.  Motion was made by M. Manus to authorize cremation for the deceased indigent person.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  
(3)
M. Manus discussed the meeting last week regarding the South End Project.
(4)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(5)
K. Skoog reviewed the Fiscal Sustainable Ideas by Washington State Association of Counties regarding ideas to pursue for the 2015 legislative session.   The topics include revenue flexibility regarding REET, permit fees, jail costs, Criminal Justice Sales Tax, Shared Revenue Property Tax, Utility Tax, sales tax exemptions, marijuana revenue, indigent defense; cost-drivers such as PEBB, legal notices, liability, pension overtime calculations, the ability to pay and pendulum arbitration, and retroactive benefit increases through arbitration. 
(6)
K. Skoog attended the Wolf Advisory Meeting last week.  The purpose of the Wolf Advisory Group is to give stakeholder comments to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission regarding wolf management. 
(7)
Executive Session- Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford requested an executive session to discuss collective bargaining pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) for 25 minutes from 2:05 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
(8)

Executive Session- Prosecuting Attorney T. Metzger requested an executive session to discuss potential litigation pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)(B)(C) for 75 minutes from 2:35 p.m. to 3:50 p.m.   Also in attendance was Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, and Attorney Nathan Smith from 2:35 p.m. to 3:35 p.m.
(9)
Prosecuting Attorney Tom Metzger provided a legal update.  Items discussed were:  County as fiscal agent for a grant for Mental Health; resolution for unpaid workdays SB 2173; lease of County property and statutes on record; and a risk management policy. 
(10)
Sheriff Alan Botzheim and 911 Coordinator Steve West discussed the following:  Box Canyon wake zone and flood stage updates; 911 grant funding for Emergency Management.
(11)
Motion was made by M. Manus to continue the meeting to May 28, 2014.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried. 
May 28, 2014

The meeting resumed. All members were present.
(12)
Elected Officials and Department Heads – Present were Deputy Dan Dice, Corrections Captain Geoff Rush, Undersheriff  Grant Sirevog, Sheriff Alan Botzheim, E-911 Coordinator Steve West, Administrative Assistant Dawn Taylor, Probation Officer Scott Cornwell, ITS Director Chad Goodhue, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, Administrative Assistant Teresa  Brooks, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, Public Works Director Sam Castro T. Miller, County Clerk Tammie Ownbey, M. Nichols, T. Metzger,  County Engineer Don Ramsey, Judge Philip Van De Veer, Assessor  James McCroskey, Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford, and District Court Administrator Rachel Johnson.  Also present were Temporary Engineering Assistants Christie Wendle and John Quinn.
On behalf of the Commissioners, M. Manus presented a Life Saving Bar and Medallion to Sheriff Botzheim in recognition of his lifesaving efforts in the near drowning incident in February on the Pend Oreille River.   

M. Manus commended T. Ownbey for her efforts in hosting the Statewide County Clerk’s conference last week.  D. Ramsey discussed risk management regarding use of volunteers and the need for volunteer time to be reported, workers compensation and registering the volunteers through Human Resources, third party liability protection, working on county business, working within scope of work and being self-insured for damage to county-owned vehicles.
K. Skoog discussed fiscal sustainability (revenue flexibility, new revenue and cost drivers, unfunded mandates, rule-changing).  T. Metzger discussed the escalation of costs that our outdating our revenues.  Fiscal sustainability issues discussed were:  building permits, Real Estate Excise Tax restrictions and flexibility, publication of notices, Public Employees Benefits Board, indigent defense and caseload limitations, joint and several-liability issues.
M. Nichols asked departments to obtain W-9s from their vendors prior to requesting the Auditor to set up a new vendor.         
 
(13)
T. Metzger discussed the publication of a hearing notice regarding the leasing of a county-owned parcel of land.  Motion was made by M. Manus to advertise the notice to lease.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
(14)

T Metzger discussed the contract regarding the County being the fiscal agent for a Youth Emergency Services program grant.  Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the contract.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
Contract Between Pend Oreille County and Youth Emergency Services of Pend Oreille County To Facilitate Delivery of Services and Payment Under Grant No. 20140698.

CONTRACT NO. 2014-12, COMMISISONERS’ RECORDING
(15)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.   Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s May 19, 2014 meeting and the following items:  

             Investment Earnings:  $1,842.36
  
Payroll Change Notices:


Prosecutor:


Kelsey M. Keogh, Victim/Witness Program Coordinator, $2,750.63/mo., Step 1, Effective 06-02-2014


Public Works:


Christie L. Wendle, Temporary Engineering Assistant, $14.00/hr., Effective 05-27-2014


John F. Quinn, III, Temporary Engineering Assistant, $14.00/hr., Effective 05-27-2014


Approval of Letter from Chief Financial Officer regarding underground storage tanks at Road Shop 1

for license renewal (State of Washington, Business Licensing Service)

Approve change to flood flow for the Pend Oreille River below Albeni Falls Dam to 95,000 cfs
Letters of support for Pend Oreille County Economic Development Councils’ Grant applications for the South End Restoration and Signage for the South End Motorized Vehicle Project in Pend Oreille and Stevens counties; and for the South End Trail Ranger, Education and Enforcement for the South End Motorized Vehicle Project in Pend Oreille and Stevens counties.


Approval of the purchase and installation of a boiler in the Jail facility.

Fiscal Year 2013 Homeland Security Grant Program Contract with Spokane County (Provides $19,500 in planning funds)


GRANT-2014-6, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
Washington State Military Department Homeland Security Grant Agreement No. E-14-247, HSPG, Operation Stonegarden, $80,698
(16)
Correspondence Received:
5.11
Wendy Pettis- Property at 208 Main, Ione

5.12
Spokane Community College-Invitation to attend commencement exercises on June 19, 2014

5.13
G. Sears, Forest Service-Environmental planning for several small NEPA projects: Edgewater Campground, River Access Trails, Panhandle Campground, River Access Trail, Pioneer Park Campground, River Access Trail, West Sullivan Host Site Wastewater Tank; and Hydrology/Wetlands: East Branch LeClerc Creek fish passage, West Branch LeClerc Creek fish passage, West Branch LeClerc Creek crib dam removal

(17)
Correspondence Sent:

Montana Senator Jennifer Fielder regarding Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan
(18)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:








        Salary and Claim 
Current Expense





$ 330,564.89
Arts Tourism & Recreation




$     1,975.00

Counseling Services





$   46,807.79
Fair







$     4,501.24

Road







$ 129,639.54
Emergency 911






$   11,617.13
Extension Education





$        154.69
Capital Projects






$          54.68

Solid Waste






$     6,627.48
Risk Management





$        155.00

IT Services






$     9,049.01
Crime Victims






$        193.72

Park







$        742.13

Public Facilities






$     2,520.97


ER & R







$          96.76
TOTAL:







$ 544,700.03 
(19)
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
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