
WAC 222-16-010 
"Site class" means a grouping of site indices that are used to determine the 50-year 

or 100-year site class. In order to determine site class, the landowner will obtain the site 
class index from the state soil survey, place it in the correct index range shown in the 
two tables provided in this definition, and select the corresponding site class. The site 
class will then drive the RMZ width. (See WAC 222-30-021 and 222-30-022.) 

(1) For Western Washington 

Site class 

50-year site index range 

(state soil survey) 

I 137+ 

II 119-136 

III 97-118 

IV 76-96 

V <75 

(2) For Eastern Washington 

Site class 

100-year site 

index range 

(state soil survey) 

50-year site 

index range 
(state soil survey) 

I 120+ 86+ 

II 101-120 72-85 

III 81-100 58-71 

IV 61-80 44-57 

V ≤60 <44 

(3) For purposes of this definition, the site index at any location will be the site index 
reported by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources State Soil Survey, 
(soil survey) and detailed in the associated forest soil summary sheets. If the soil survey 
does not report a site index for the location or indicates noncommercial or marginal 
forest land, or the major species table indicates red alder, the following apply: 

(a) If the site index in the soil survey is for red alder, and the whole RMZ width is 
within that site index, then use site class V. If the red alder site index is only for a portion 
of the RMZ width, or there is on-site evidence that the site has historically supported 
conifer, then use the site class for conifer in the most physiographically similar adjacent 
soil polygon. 

(b) In Western Washington, if no site index is reported in the soil survey, use the site 
class for conifer in the most physiographically similar adjacent soil polygon. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=222-30-021
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=222-30-022


(c) In Eastern Washington, if no site index is reported in the soil survey, assume site 
class III, unless site specific information indicates otherwise. 

(d) If the site index is noncommercial or marginally commercial, then use site class 
V. 

See also section 7 of the board manual. 

 

 


