March 4, 2013
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford and Public Works Director Sam Castro discussed contract language regarding confidentiality.  Also present was Auditor Marianne Nichols.  
(2)
Board Review and Reports -  
K. Skoog discussed Diamond Lake water issues and Geohydrologist Dave Neubauer.  
The Board reviewed and approved vouchers for payment.
(3)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s February 25, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Investment Earnings:  $1,589.12
Resolution for Cancellation of Warrants Over One Year Old and Not Redeemed.


RESOLUTION NO. 2013-15, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Authorize the ER&R purchase under the State contract to outfit two Road Department 2013 International trucks with hydraulic systems and dump boxes in the amount of $99,320, plus sales tax.

Authorize the purchase under the State contract of three replacement vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department totaling $95,322.00, plus sales tax.  
Authorize the purchase of a 2013 12M2 AWD Cat Grader from Western States for the price of $292,299 and the trade-in of a Cat 140H Grader for the value of $165,000, excluding sales tax.
(4)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(5)
Karen Skoog was excused for bereavement.

(6)

District Court Judge Phil Van De Veer informed the Board that the Criminal Clerk has resigned and the District Court Office is rearranging some positions.   Also present was District Court Administrator Rachel Johnson and S. Stafford. District Court is requesting approval to advertise for the position of Deputy Court Clerk.  The job description has been updated to show this position reports to the District Court Administrator.  Motion was made by S.Kiss to approve the request to advertise for the for 
Deputy Court Clerk and to approve the Deputy Court Clerk Job Description.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.
Also discussed was the re-keying of the Hall of Justice doors.  R. Johnson will submit a work order.   

(7)
Colville National Forest Public Affairs Officer Franklin Pemberton discussed the National Forest RAC Board and the appointment of a Commissioner to that Board.  The Board meets approximately two days per year to decide on disbursement of PILT funds to qualified projects.  The appointment is made by the Secretary of Agriculture and will be in effect for four years. S. Kiss will apply to sit on the RAC Board.  
(8)
S. Castro provided a Public Works update.   Also present Solid Waste Coordinator Beth Gillespie and Janelle Atyeo of The Miner.
S. Castro discussed Public Works’ 2013 budget and his periodic meeting with the Auditor regarding budget status and planning.  

S. Castro informed the Board Solid Waste is monitoring the on-call staff hours and maintains close communication with the Auditor’s Office regarding those hours.   S. Castro commended B. Gillespie for her work ethic, noting she extends herself for additional duties where needed.  The Board thanked B. Gillespie for her hard work.
M. Manus discussed paving and crack sealing and asked S. Castro to prepare a presentation that identifies paving versus crack sealing.  It will be scheduled in one month.   

S. Castro discussed a recent training and the County Road Administration Board (CRAB).  The Board is interested in scheduling a presentation by CRAB discussing road preservation.  

Other matters discussed were:  collection of culvert data; discussion on Lost Creek Estates regarding the Washington Utility Transportation Commission’s need for approval of the crossing; an update on Becker Road, noting it is tied in with the E911 system.
Also discussed was the timber harvest by Department of Natural Resources and the condition of three affected bridges.

S. Castro discussed the County’s timber harvest, noting that Forester Steve Gibson had identified parcels and potential stumpage value.  S. Castro requested authorization to continue with the timber harvest based on the harvest plan put together by S. Gibson.   S. Kiss will meet with S. Castro this week to review the harvest plan.  Also discussed were thirty-eight acres in Section 16 that are prone to disease and decay and the inclusion of that acreage in a timber harvest this year.
(9)
Prosecutor Tom Metzger discussed working on standards for indemnity insurance.  M. Manus discussed the Quad-County Commissioners’ March 1st meeting in Ferry County.   Also discussed was Veteran’s Assistance.

(10)
Public Comment Period – Present were: Joe and Gayle Cagianut.  They informed the Board of the March 1st closure of The Inn At The Lake, noting the property will be sold as a residence and is being placed on the market. 

Diamond Lake residents Bob Tully and Pam Tully (DLIA Board member) discussed the Commissioners’ desire to have a meeting with DLIA regarding Lake water levels.  M. Manus discussed information gathering with the eventual meeting with Diamond Lake residents.  S. Kiss discussed holding the meeting at a neutral location.  
(11)
Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue the meeting to March 5, 2013.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.  
March 5, 2013

The Commissioners’ meeting was continued in their meeting room.  K. Skoog was excused.
(12)
Bill Hunt and Randy Pymm of American Eagle HVAC provided an update on the Hall of Justice HVAC project.
(13)
Community Development Director Mike Lithgow provided a monthly update.  Items discussed were: permit report for issued permits from January 8, 2013 through February 27, 2013; project planning list denoting boundary line adjustments, conditional use permits, SEPA Environmental Review, Shoreline Authorizations, Shoreline Conditional Use Permit and Shoreline Substantial Development Permits; and it was noted that DOE has everything required regarding the Shoreline Master Plan and they will proceed to advertise with a 45-day public comment period.  

Other items discussed were:  Tourism and the Water Trails, M. Lithgow is this year’s Chair for the Poker Paddle; the March 16th Swan Festival and a Water Trails presentation by M. Lithgow; the recent Conservation District meeting, M. Lithgow’s attendance at the 2013 Washington Counties Risk Pool Spring Conference in March. The upcoming workshop of Pacific Northwest Trail to be held at The Cutter will aid in building the popularity of the PNT (Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail).
(14)
The Board recessed for a luncheon meeting with the PUD Commissioners at the PUD building.

(15)
C. Goodhue discussed texting and archiving matters.

(16)

S. Kiss provided an update on Martin Hall and their budget. 

(17)
PAYROLL CHANGE NOTICES
District Court
Mia P. Harper, resignation, effective 02/28/2013

(18)
S. Stafford discussed the need for a cool air intake in her office.  The Board advised her to send a work order to Maintenance.   S. Stafford also discussed employee name tags.

(19)
Weed Coordinator Sharon Sorby discussed the request to purchase through ER&R under State contract one Chevrolet Silverado 2500 at a cost of $21,718.00 plus sales tax.  This vehicle will replace a 1997 GMC Sonoma Pickup.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the purchase.   Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.

(20)
Correspondence Sent:

Jo Benham, Emergency Feed & Shelter Program-Commissioner S. Kiss to represent the Board of County Commissioners

(21)
Correspondence

03.1
Pend Oreille County Law Library-Notice of Public Meeting March 7, 2013

03.2
Wash. St. Liquor Control Board-Notice of Liquor License Application for Hopping Frog Brewery

03.3
Pend Oreille County Fair Board-Minutes of February 5, 2013 and March 5, 2013 Agenda
(22)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:







Salary and Claim

Fund






Fund Amount 
Current Expense




$ 401,896.28
Counseling Services




$   90,514.39
Crime Victims





$        177.96
Park






$        737.89
Road






$ 103,840.18
Veteran’s Assistance




$     1,226.17

Timber Sales





$        130.87

Treasurer’s O&M




$        268.00

Auditor’s O&M





$     6,090.95

Emergency 911 Communications


$   19,993.10
Extension Education




$        212.99

Growth Management




$     2,310.11

Public Facilities





$     2,499.24
Capital Projects





$   10,963.39

Solid Waste





$   57,500.73
Risk Management




$     4,752.28

Equipment R&R





$   29,452.45

Sheriff’s Trust





$     2,271.00
IT Fund






$     8,536.29
TOTAL:






$ 743,374.27
(23)
Motion to adjourn was made by S. Kiss.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.  
ATTEST:    s/__________________________________     APPROVED: s/__________________________________                            Clerk of the Board                                                                     Chair of the Board
MINUTES OF THE QUAD-COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING HELD MARCH 1, 2013 IN FERRY COUNTY, WA.

Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 9:10 AM 

At 11:00 AM the Steven’s County Cattlemen’s were added to the agenda. 

Board Members from each county were introduced. Ferry County Commissioners Mike Blankenship, Brian Dansel, and Brad Miller. Pend Oreille County Commissioners Karen Skoog, and Mike Manus. Stevens County Commissioners Steve Parker, Don Dashiell, and Wes McCart. Okanogan Commissioners Sheila Kennedy, Jim Detro, and Ray Campbell. Pend Oreille County Commissioner Steve Kiss was absent. 

The meeting opened with discussion concerning Forest Service Coordination. Commissioner Miller stated that he is concerned with roads access, timber, and grazing. Stevens County Commissioner Steve Parker presented a document on coordination. Mr. Parker spoke about open access and using the forest for the benefit of the public. Mr. Parker spoke about all the Counties working together to allow the public access to forest service land and use of natural resources. Commissioner McCart stated that he was in agreement with Commissioner Miller. Commissioner Blankenship stated that participation was needed in all areas affected. A statement is needed that can be agreed upon by all Counties concerning any action taken upon the land, that will affect the community. The Forest Service needs to know what is desired by the Boards. Commissioner Jim Detro stated that he believes that the mission statement of these groups needs to be changed. 

Commissioner Karen Skoog suggested that all Boards adopt a resolution to coordinate. Stevens County uses the P.L.A.C (Public Lands Advisory Committee). This PLAC meets and then report to the Commissioners.  The PLAC understands the correct questions to ask and communicate with Rodney Smolden from the Forest Service.  Stevens County Commissioner Steve Parker stated that they are working on statements with their attorney, for specific forest management examples that they can adopt at the County level through resolutions. This provides written documentation and gives a basis for comparison. Commissioner McCart would like to see all the resolutions adopted as ordinances. 

Commissioner Dansel stated that it was important to note that special interest groups should not be treated the same as County Commissioners. Okanogan County Commissioner Sheila Kennedy spoke about the working relationships with Forest Service members and that they are only doing what is directed to them from the National and Federal level. The Commissioners discussed pending legislation in Washington DC that could model the Forest Service after the State Forestry. Things are happening at the national level to make changes in the forest service. Pend Oreille County Commissioner Karen Skoog stated that the Forest Service is still following the 1982 rule and now it is ecology-based not resource-based. Commissioner McCart encouraged the other Boards to adopt an Ordinance put together by Stevens County regardless if it is a GMA County or not. The Boards would like to see all agencies to coordinate under our Comprehensive Plan. 

Commissioner McCart spoke about development standards to limit impervious run off in all development zones. Stevens County is attempting to address this in a way that does not burden landowners. Senator Smith is proposing an opt-out bill for the Growth Management Act. Commissioner Dansel spoke about Species of Local importance, Future Wise and others appealed the ruling by Judge Monosmith for the local jurisdictions to state that they had the authority to designate the species they deemed important. 

Commissioner Blankenship addressed the timber industry decline, as well as the decline in the mining industry due to permitting restraints in Washington State. Fewer regulations are needed in order to help boost our economy. Shoreline Management costs almost doubles what the State has provided to accommodate the updating process. 

Stevens County Commissioners would like to implement a central service officer for Veteran’s Health Affairs. There was shared information from Okanogan County who has already implemented this position.  

The Stevens County Cattlemen’s Association gave an update. Jamie Henneman presented a handout stating the Cattlemen’s outline of expectations. The Cattlemen are encouraging the County to adopt a similar document to address the impacts of wolves. Commissioner Dansel stated that he would like to have access to the GPS collar data and that the Counties need to know exactly what constitutes a wolf kill. Okanogan County Commissioner Sheila Kennedy would like to see the Boards adopt the Cattlemen’s presentation as a resolution. Pend Oreille County Commissioner Karen Skoog would also like the individuals that raise their own cattle for noncommercial use, to be recognized in the resolution. Senator Smith’s bill that was put forth by Representative Kretz is still moving and includes pets, commercial and noncommercial livestock.

Each board selected a member to serve on a committee which will keep abreast of wolf legislation. The Board member are; Ferry County Brian Dansel, Pend Oreille County Karen Skoog, Stevens County Don Dashiell, Okanogan County Ray Campbell. 

Ms. Alayna Loveall is a 2012 graduate of Colville High School and the Inland Northwest Dairy Farmer Ambassador. Ms. Loveall gave a presentation on Economics in Agriculture.

The next meeting will be April 5th hosted by Okanogan County. 
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