April 8, 2013
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
Legislative Lobbyist Jim Potts provided a budget update, noting the Senate passed their budget off the Senate floor and sent it to the House chamber Friday evening.  Also discussed were the unobligated 911 funds.   M. Manus discussed Shelly Short’s legislative letter and climate change workshop with Dr. Don Easterbrook.   
(2)
Keith Martin, with the Washington State Department of Transportation, and the President of Scenic By-Ways discussed research on By-Way grants, noting he wishes to look for outside funding partners to provide the $40,000 match for the Eagles Nest Project.  The Board advised him to move forward to locate funding partners.  

(3)
A conference call was held with Karen McNenny regarding a possible speaker engagement.  Also present were Auditor Marianne Nichols and County Clerk Tammie Ownbey.
(4)
Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne and Business Manager Kris Martin discussed the Division of Behavioral Health and Recovery Contract Reduction, Chemical Dependency and the Criminal Justice Treatment Act regarding funds reductions.     Also discussed were: the Substance Abuse Prevention Act;  meeting required matching funds and sustainability.   K. Skoog will discuss these concerns at the next Legislative Steering Committee meeting.  

(5)
Carrie McKinley discussed planning for the Volunteer Fair to be held June 1, 2013 at the Pend Oreille County Fairgrounds.
(6)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(7)
Frank Capehart with Veteran’s Assistance presented information on Veteran’s Assistance, discussing criteria, process, and services provided.  Present were:  Jerry Weeks, Phil Wareham, JoAnn Wareham, Charles Amburgey, Dean Wertes, Ed Zupich, M. Nichols and Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shackett.   It was noted there are approximately twenty-two hundred veterans in Pend Oreille County.   
(8)
ER&R Workshop – 2nd Touch – present were Public Works Director Sam Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey, Administrative Assistant to the Director, Teresa Brooks, M. Nichols, J. Shacklett, and Sheriff Alan Botzheim.  D. Ramsey discussed the goal of ER&R, noting one of the primary goals of an internal service fund is to break even.  The fund balance should reflect a level that is anticipated to assure continued operation of the fund.  It should not contain an excess or deficit to that projected amount.  When the fund balance is not in line with the project amount, rates need to be adjusted to bring the fund balance to that level.    
The subject of this review is how to project the fund balance need and how to refund an excess or recover a deficit.  Discussion was held regarding the fund balance, expenditures and revenue need and the need for doing a rock crush for the maintenance of County Roads.   Also discussed was Pend Oreille County Park, Section 16, ATV trails and horse trails.
(9)
Sheriff  A. Botzheim and the Board discussed a variety of issues, including the speed limit on Fertile Valley Road and a call received by the Sheriff from a Bead Lake resident requesting a ‘no wake’ designation on the Lake.   This will be discussed with Emergency Management Deputy Director JoAnn Boggs. 

(10)
Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford discussed updates to the Personnel Policy.

(11)
Public Comment

Bob and Cheryl Ballentine discussed the upcoming tour of Diamond Lake regarding water levels.  They discussed their desire for communication, noting they have received the information second-hand.  They also discussed the Board viewing various areas regarding water levels.   
John Galley discussed discontinuation of the levy shift. He also discussed the collection of silt and a rising water level causing erosion at Otter Creek which crosses under Old State Road. He noted the Creek crosses his property and is filled with silt.

(12)
Motion was made by K. Skoog to continue the meeting to April 9, 2013. Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.  

April 9, 2013

The meeting was continued and all members were present.
(13)
Assessor Jim McCroskey provided information regarding the Department of Revenue’s Open Space Classification pursuant to RCW 84.34.  The Open Space Land and Open Space Timber Land are programs under the control of the county legislative authority.  The Assessor’s Office and the Community Development Department perform the administrative duties of the Open Space programs with final approval coming from the county legislative authority.  The Open Space definition is located in RCW 84.34.020(1).  

Open Space does not include the Current Use Farm and Agriculture Lands or the Designated Forest Land of 20 acres or more of contiguous lands which are administered by the Assessor’s Office pursuant to RCW 84.34 and RCW 84.33.

Washington State legislation divides the administrative duties of these programs between the Assessor’s Office and the county legislative authority.  The Current Use programs which the Assessor’s Office administers are dictated strictly by the RCWs.  The Open Space programs which the county legislative authority administers can have local controlling features.  There is mention in RCW 84.34.055 of a ‘public benefit rating system” that Pend Oreille County would need to use to administer the Open Space program.  The property needs to have a public benefit and Pend Oreille County Resolution No. 2012-39 establishes that public benefit rating system.

J. McCroskey also discussed the Farm Advisory Board (RCW 84.34.145 WAC 458.30.345) which is a five-member committee representing the active farming community within the county and is to serve in an advisory capacity to the Assessor in implementing assessment guidelines as established by the Department of Revenue for the assessment of open space, farms and agricultural lands and timber lands.  Members of this committee are to be appointed by the county legislative authority.
(14)
Fred Lee, CIC Account Executive with HUB International presented information on the Washington Rural Counties Insurance Program, noting this is an insurance cooperative created in 1998 and managed by rural counties.   It is a property and liability insurance risk pool.  Currently there are eight counties in the group.   The program is administered by Canfield Associates and provides risk management, claims/litigation, account education and underwriting/placement. 
(15)
Prosecutor Tom Metzger provided a legal update on various matters.  He also discussed the Pend Oreille County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) program which is being administered by the Kalispell Tribe.  Currently there are sixty-three children being served by the program.  The contract is up for renewal.
(16)
The Board traveled to the Camas Center at Usk for a luncheon meeting with the Commissioners from the Port and the PUD.

(17)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by K. Skoog to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s April 1, 2013 meeting and the following items:  
Resolution Invoking Authority To Coordinate With State Agencies and Entities

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-17, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Department of Corrections Contract No. K9560 Amendment No. 1 (to invoice the Washington State Department of Corrections for days and costs associated with housing Department of Corrections offenders in the Pend Oreille County Jail)

CONTRACT NO. 2013-6, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Washington State Department of Social and Health Services, County Program Agreement, Long-Term Payable

AGREEMENT NO. 2013-30, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Investment Earnings:  $5,122.52
(18)
Correspondence:

04.8 
D. Windom, NE Tri County Health District-Board of Health Meeting April 17, 2013 at 10am

04.9
D. Lewellen-Public Defender Report for the First Quarter of 2013

04.10
L. Longan, State of Washington Department of Commerce regarding ADO designation


04.11
R. McCroskey-Public Defender Report for the First Quarter of 2013

04.12
Washington State Department of Natural Resources-Notice of Final Determination “Muddy Madness Timber Sale”, App. No. 89223, SEPA File No. 13-021402 FPA No. 3-17846
(19)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:







Salary and Claim

Fund






Fund Amount 
Current Expense




$   73,664.89
Counseling Services




$   10,118.25
Fair






$      1,058.91
Law Library





$         900.00

Park






$           80.40

Road






$  135,722.56

Veteran’s Assistance




$         512.58

Treasurer’s REET




$      3,359.81

Treasurer’s O&M




$         438.00

Auditor’s O&M





$         297.18

Emergency 911 Communications


$      1,065.60

Solid Waste





$      2,559.26

IT Services





$         631.72
TOTAL:






$  230,409.16
(20)
Motion to adjourn was made by K. Skoog.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss and passed unanimously.  
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