 March 23, 2015

The Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00 a.m.  All members were present.

(1)
Lobbyist Jim Potts called in for a telephone conference regarding a legislative update. Items discussed were the budget, extension of Growth Management, Transfer of Federal Lands (Pearson’s bill); Wolves and the gas tax package.

(2)
M. Manus discussed a bill regarding forest harvest and active management to increase harvest rate which also contains specific language regarding Secure Rural Schools and conversion.   The Board discussed meeting topics for tomorrow’s visit from Senator Murray’s Eastern Washington Director John Culton.  K. Skoog reported on the Moses Lake meeting of Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife Commission last Friday, specifically discussing hunting and fishing regulations.   She also discussed deer population increases, predators and the upcoming wolf/ungulate study.  M. Manus discussed last Friday’s meeting regarding budget matters of the Tri-County Health District.  He also discussed the Stevens County Healthcare roundtable meeting, noting attendees included Providence’s Eastern Washington Administrator, Stevens County Commissioners, a representative from the Colville Nursing Home, State Health Secretary Mary Selecky, Dave Windom of Tri-County Heath and Better Health Together Executive Director Alison Carl White.  Items discussed at the meeting were integration of mental and physical health, marijuana and legislative items.  M. Manus also discussed the North East Washington Forestry Coalition meeting last week. 

(3)
Chuck Knuth discussed neighborhood right-of-ways and property lines.   He also discussed Bead Lake water conditions and sores appearing on ling cod coming out of Bead Lake.   The Board will pass this information along to the Steve Pozzanghera with the Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

(4)
Consent Agenda – Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s March 16, 2015 meeting and the following items:  

Investment Earning (March 2 – 13, 2015):  $766.40

Payroll Change Notices:  
Public Works: Trevor Allemand, On-Call Facilities Maintenance Tech I, Resignation, Effective 03-25-2015

Approval for Weeds to fill an open Seasonal Field Inspector position

Approval for Roads to hire Temporary Road Engineering Intern

Cancellation/Warrants Over One-Year Old and Not Redeemed
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-10, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Substance Abuse Amendment No. 14 of DSHS Agreement Number 1163-27319
AGREEMENT NO. 2015-31, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Prevention Contract (Supporting Panther County Coalition)
CONTRACT NO. 2015-9, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(5)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(6)
BID OPENING – Purchase of HFE-150 Oil for the County Arterial Preservation Program 2015 Seal Coat.    Present were:  Public Works Director Sam Castro, Engineering Technician Mike Kirkwood, Road District 3 Foreman Don Milliren, Road District 2 Foreman Dan Reijonen, Road District 1 Foreman Mark Long, District 1 Maintenance Tech Roy Anderson, District 3 Maintenance Tech Paul Miller.   Also present were Stephen VanDeBogert of Western States Asphalt and Daniel Ludwick of Idaho Asphalt Supply.
The hearing was opened and the notice was read.  Two bids were received, opened and read by M. Kirkwood.  The bids were received from Idaho Asphalt and Western States Asphalt.  S. Castro requested time to review the bids and make a recommendation to the Board by the end of the day tomorrow.

(7)
The 2015 Fall Road Supervisors Conference was discussed.  Present were S. Castro, D. Reijonen, M. Long, D. Milliren, R. Anderson, P. Miller and Survey Party Chief Monte Richter.  Also present was The Miner Reporter Don Gronning.    D. Reijonen discussed the Road and Street Maintenance Supervisors Conference held annually in Yakima. The County has been sending representatives to this conference for fifteen years to view demonstrations, become aware of new products, including programs for record keeping and tracking work product. Last year the asphalt zipper was viewed and the company agreed to demonstrate the equipment on a section of road in the County at no cost. This year S. Castro and D. Reijonen will present a class on small stream crossings which will include a discussion on bridge building.  They will also hold a class regarding the County’s hazard trees and working with other local entities. Two PUD employees will also be present at this discussion.    The conference provides a support system as well as connections within other counties.   S. Castro discussed the Independent Development Program and need for Road employees to be proficient on all equipment.  Also discussed was a ‘train the trainer program’.   

(8)
Mike Poulson from Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers’ Office was present to discuss legislative concerns, including Lane Mountain, Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Bill.

(9)
Prosecutor Dolly Hunt provided a legal update.   Also present was Community Development Director Mike Lithgow and D. Gronning.   S. Kiss discussed a constituent’s concern regarding a property line encroachment.   M. Lithgow discussed plat alterations and that process would need to be driven by the homeowner’s association.

(10)
D. Hunt and M. Lithgow discussed water banking.   Also present was Tim Ibbetson and D. Gronning.  Water banking in the Little Spokane Basin WRIA 55 was discussed.

(11)
EXECUTIVE SESSION –Prosecuting Attorney D. Hunt requested an executive session to discuss potential litigation pursuant to RCW 42.30.110((1)(i) for ten minutes from 4:15p.m. to 4:25pm.

(12)
Motion was made by M. Manus to continue the meeting to March 24, 2015.   Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.  

March 24, 2015

The meeting resumed.   All members were present.

(13)
Elected Officials/Department Heads meeting - Present were:  Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne, Weeds Coordinator Sharon Sorby, Weeds Specialist I Lisa Alkire, Assessor James McCroskey, ITS Director Chad Goodhue, S. Castro, Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford, Commissioner Programs Christine Rahoun, Assistant Treasurer/Financial Supervisor Lisa Valleries, and District Court Administrator Rachel Johnson.

S. Kiss discussed economic development in the Ione area, noting a new business has grown, creating seven part-time jobs with the intent to create more.    K. Skoog reported on the NACo conference in Washington DC and discussed her sitting on The Public Lands Steering Committee.  She also discussed Secure Rural Schools, an increase in forest management, water availability and water banking.  

S. Castro discussed capturing the economic development market regarding timber and building products.  Also discussed was the State’s new cost bill regarding the motor vehicle fuel taxation and he noted the allocations are not equitable.   He urged communication with our legislators regarding a change to the funding formula.   M. Manus discussed a possible addition to that tax bill of two cents with one cent going to cities and one cent to counties.  S. Castro also discussed the Fall conference and training classes the Road staff will be providing.  M. Manus discussed a bill that would increase timber management, stumpage, an increase in revenue, Secure Rural Schools, sustainable forest growth, and establish wilderness areas.  J. McCroskey noted twenty-four percent of Pend Oreille County residents are retired.  He discussed legislation which may change the senior exemption qualifying income from $35,000 to $40,000 and noted that senior exemptions create a shift of taxes and results in the rise of levy rates.  S. Sorby noted preparation is underway for weed spraying season which begins after the second week of April.    There is a Cost Share Program kickoff meeting Saturday, March 28, 2015.  She noted eighty-four have signed up to-date.  

A. Payne noted Counseling will be hiring a Mental Health Professional for the north part of the County. They are looking at implementation of the TeleMed program.  She discussed First Aid training classes taking place and noted they are geared toward mental health first aid.  Also discussed were: coordination of chemical dependency and mental health, mental health legislation, integration of marijuana dollars and psychiatric beds availability.   L. Vallieres reported on activity in the Treasurer’s office and noted taxes are being received.  S. Stafford discussed the Premera breach, Colonial Life offerings and also noted the revised Safety Policy has been approved by the Consultant.  R. Johnson provided a District Court update noting an increase in burglary cases.  C. Goodhue noted IT is moving to Microsoft Office 365 and migration is currently underway.  He also noted they are working on the final configuration for the new telephone system.  K. Skoog discussed tax legislation and the Growth Management Act.   

(14)
A. Payne and Business Manager Kris Martin discussed sustainability of the Developmental Disabilities program and noted it has been struggling for several years.   This is a small program with two staff and is funded primarily through DDA contract for Individual Employment & Community Access services.   The sale of the gray van backfilled a 2014 shortage and the sale of the white van covered 2015 IT and insurance costs.    Also noted was an upcoming on-site audit by the State.  
The DD Advisory Board continues in their development as a community advisory board.  There is less volunteer interest for Special Olympics.  This is a significant event for many of the Developmentally Disabled population and community support is needed to ensure participation and success.  

Counseling is seeking to hire a mental health professional to be primarily stationed at the north outreach office.  Also, Counseling is considering the implementation of TeleMed.   Mental Health First Aid training is scheduled for April1 15th.  The class is full and a waiting list has been started.

Other items discussed were legislative concerns and bills regarding psychiatric inpatient care and anticipated increased costs, time limits for completion of mental health evaluations of competency, initial detention under involuntary treatment act, integrating mental health and chemical dependency crisis systems by combining the functions of a Designated Mental Health professional and a designated Chemical Dependency Specialist through a Designated Crisis Respondent.

(15)
S. Castro and M. Kirkwood met with the Board regarding award of the County Arterial Preservation Program 2015.  S. Castro recommended Western States Asphalt be awarded the bid for 2015 Road Preservation Asphalt (HFE-150 Oil).   Motion was made by M. Manus to award the bid for oil to Western Asphalt. Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion passed.

(16)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(17)
Senator Murray’s Eastern Washington Director John Culton was present to get acquainted and discuss areas of local concern.
Items discussed were:  Secure Rural Schools funding, NACo conference, local job numbers, full jails, mental health, forest management, Secure Rural Schools means jobs as well as a healthy forest, Columbia River Treaty, Eastern Washington Council of Governments and the Endangered Species Act.     J. Culton noted Senator Murray has recently moved to the HELP (Health Education Labor and Pension) Committee and noted the goal is to allow states to have more control over their school districts and funding (ESEA) Elementary and Secondary Education Act (now known as No Child Left Behind).   

(18)
Steve Pozzanghera of Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife discussed the Westslope Cutthroat Trout Restoration Project.  Also discussed were:   4-point deer hunting restrictions, population increase of white-tail deer, crop depredation, deer harvest within the GMUs in NE Washington and the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s recommendations to the Commission.

S. Pozzanghera provided background information on restoration work for the westslope cutthroat trout in the Pend Oreille basin tributaries of the Pend Oreille River.  This project was a part of the FERC license agreement between Seattle City Light and the PUD with the goal to bring these small tributaries back to native species. 

S. Pozzanghera noted that northern pike is not native to Washington and was introduced through western Montana waters.   Years ago Washington determined northern pike as an invasive species. Transporting a live northern pike fish into the state is against the law. 

(19)
S.  Kiss presented bills that were approved by the Hotel Motel Tax Advisory Board and recommended payment of the following bills:  Pend Oreille River Tourism Alliance: $6,000.00, Newport Miner: $90.63, Continental Communications: $2,186.00, International Selkirk Loop: $500.00, Out There Monthly:  $500.00.    Motion was made by M. Manus to pay the bills as itemized.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.

(20)
Correspondence Sent:
Judi Lee-Appointment to Civil Service Commission, 6-year term: 01-01-2015 – 12-31-2020
Washington State Fish & Wildlife Commission-Fishing regulation
Washington State Fish & Wildlife-Hunting regulation
US Air Force, Fairchild-Authorization for USAF Survival Training School to use campfires during the 2015 closed season (relating to the DNR Burning Permit AETC-FAI-9-10-008)

(21)
Correspondence Received (Non-electronic): 
3.16	Upper Columbia United Tribes-Salmon Passage and Reintroduction at Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee Dams
3.17	J. Robinson, WSDOT-2014 Annual update and Accomplishments Report and Non-Discrimination Agreement Approval
3.18	Fairchild Air Force Base-USAF Survival School request for approval of DNR Burning Permit

(22)
As of this date the Board approved vouchers for payment as listed and made available by the Auditor’s Office.  The following voucher/warrants/electronic payments are approved for payment:
						        							        								           Salary and Claim
Current Expense					$  75,057.11
Counseling Services					$    4,745.65
Fair							$       870.12
Law Library						$       447.61
Park							$       353.02
Road							$  39,518.75
Extension Education					$       100.83
Homeless Program/2163				$    4,934.66
Capital Projects						$         74.19
Solid Waste						$    3,620.89
Risk Management					$    3,229.04
Equipment ER&R					$  13,002.15
IT Services						$           4.83
Sheriff’s Trust						$       524.00
TOTAL:							$146,482.85

Voucher/warrant numbers 146265 through 146390 totaling $143,478.83
Electronic payments dates 03/17/2015 through 03/23/2015 totaling $3,004.02

(23)
Motion to adjourn was made M. Manus.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.
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