June 2, 2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)
S. Kiss discussed last week’s meeting with the Army Corp of Engineers regarding the culverts and levy.  Also discussed was the Pend Oreille County Chemical Dependency planning meeting to be held June 4th.  

(2)
The Board discussed a draft resolution regarding the transfer of public lands. Present were:  The Miner Reporter Don Gronning, Auditor Marianne Nichols, Treasurer Terri Miller and a number of the public, as well as Mike Poulson with Cathy McMorris Rodgers’ office and Mike Lanza with Cathy McMorris Rodgers’ DC office.
K. Skoog discussed the draft resolution, noting that Montana and Washington have the same enabling act as North Dakota and South Dakota which had their federal lands transferred to the state.  The Enabling Act is posted the leg.wa.gov site under the State’s state history tab.  T. Miller noted there is approximately 453 thousand acres of federal land in the county which also includes Bureau of Land Management lands.  T. Miller discussed concern about revenue flows and the uncertainty of PILT funds.  M. Poulson noted that PILT dollars will not get any easier and will always be uncertain.
K. Skoog discussed some reasons why a transfer is necessary.  Items are:   creation of jobs; education mandate through the state constitution; public lands; harvest proceeds; the McCleary Supreme Court decision regarding inadequate funding for education; forest management and long-term health; federal budget is continually cut with remaining dollars being spent on fire suppression (60%) and on litigation.   M. Manus noted he felt that the Department of Natural Resources could do a better job of forest management than what is now being done by the federal government. K. Skoog noted the resolution is only a recommendation and would be used as an advocacy tool to the state and federal governments regarding forest health and fire control, as well as regarding a policy on the transfer of public lands.   S. Kiss discussed forest practices.   It was also noted that Peter Goldmark is the Commissioner of Public Lands.  K. Skoog discussed the states that have study bills.
Bob Eugene provided a copy of his comments on the draft resolution. Items addressed by other attendees were:  the need to support a committee to study the issues including a cost-benefit analysis; studies should be from a third party objective source; and in addition to education, roads are also supported by harvest tax dollars from public lands.
Areas of concern were questions as to whether the State could afford the management of the forest, how would PILT payments be affected and is it legally viable.

(3)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(4)
Public Works Update - Present were Public Works Director Sam Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey and Temporary Engineering Assistant Christie Wendle.
S. Castro discussed last week’s meeting with the Army Corp of Engineers, Otter Creek and his discussion with the Corp. He also noted that for flood preparedness the three road districts staff have been placed on call and that sand and bags have been delivered to the Riverbend development regarding property at risk. This action was at the request of the Deputy Emergency Management Director JoAnn Boggs.  
Roads – SURF Board funding in the amount of $100,000 is available and the grant paperwork is in the process.  C. Wendle discussed the Smalle Creek Project and Joint Aquatic Resources Permitting and its process, and EPA’s requirements.  It was noted the culvert does not allow fish to move upstream and fish habitat is being affected.
S. Castro discussed Washington State Department of Transportation regarding the north county sand proposal, WSDOT specifications, and local vendors.  He requested Board direction.   The matter will be discussed next  week.
S. Castro noted a request received from a constituent along Skookum Creek Bridge regarding safety concerns and a request for a no parking sign.  D Ramsey was unable to identify a viable safety concern.   The Board took no action.   

Buildings and Grounds- The capital expenditure projects list was discussed and S. Castro noted the projects are scheduled to be completed by the end of September. Projects already completed or yet to be completed are:  Emergency Boiler replacement, Walk-in freezer in the Jail, Emergency lighting project at exits, Water damage in Dispatch Center, Courthouse parking lot sealing, sidewalk repairs at Hall of Justice, air intake at the Extension building, electrical hazard mitigation in the Maintenance building, Courthouse security locks, and Courthouse security system.
Solid Waste – The structural engineering assessment on the tipping wall at District 1 site was done last week with the results available in two weeks.
General – S. Castro discussed the fairgrounds buildings and grounds, noting concern of a vertical beam in the grandstand next to the handrails. He discussed having an evaluation performed of that beam.   

D. Ramsey discussed the speed on Spring Valley at Betty Mae Way, noting the County will be posting an advisory speed of 35mph at the S curve.   

(5)
Prosecuting Attorney Tom Metzger provided a legal update.  Also present was D. Gronning.  Items discussed were:  ATV licensing, unpaid days off draft resolution, this morning’s discussion regarding a resolution for the transfer of public lands.  
(6)
Present were Attorney Michael McLaughlin, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, Don Ramsey, T. Metzger, property owner Dave Swimelar, and D. Gronning. M. McLaughlin discussed a 1957 plat, the legal description and the need 
for the reconfiguration of lot lines.  It was noted the engineering cost to correct/reconfigure the cul-de-sac is $6,000. D. Ramsey noted the turnaround needs to accommodate a fire truck.  He also discussed snowplowing.   M. McLaughlin requested the County share the cost of the re-plat.   No action was taken.

(7)
Motion was made by M. Manus to continue the meeting to June 3, 2014.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried. 
June 3, 2014
The meeting resumed. M. Manus was excused.
(8)
Commissioner Programs Christine Rahoun discussed the County’s Capital Asset Inventory Policy and Procedure and the Year End 2013 Inventory.  Also present was M. Nichols, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, Administrative Assistant Teresa Brooks and ITS Tech II Zachary Deiss.  An updated inventory policy and procedure was discussed, as well as small and attractive assets versus capital assets and the need to clear up the threshold amounts which determines inventory listed.  Those in attendance will review the draft policy prepared by C. Rahoun and a discussion will be held at the next Elected Officials/Department Head meeting.  Also discussed were storage concerns and a surplus sale.  The inventory will be finalized when the policy is finalized.
(9)
Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne provided a monthly update regarding the following items:

The State is looking at how to better support individuals with developmental disabilities in nursing homes who may be interested/eligible for community access services.   Based on the 2015 Developmental Disabilities contract allocation reduction, the County will need to pursue an additional funding request with the State. Across all programs, concerns are with meeting the demands of multi auditing entities. The Spokane County Regional Support Network has indicated there may be dollars available to support additional workforce capacity. Counseling Services will submit a request for administrative support positions for the mental health program.   Job descriptions are currently being developed.

The Behavioral Health Task Force meeting is scheduled to convene June 13, 2014.  Regional service area recommendations will be a priority agenda item.   Washington State Association of Counties plans to do a presentation on the use of the 1/10 of one percent chemical dependency and mental health tax across the state.  The Substance Abuse provider network crisis will also hopefully be discussed.  The Association of Counties Human Services has written a letter requesting assistance.  WSAC will share this letter with the Governor’s office, legislative representatives and other relevant stakeholders.  Also discussed were counties identified as being in imminent and/or critical risk of closing substance abuse programs within the next thirty days to six months.    It should be noted that there are large urban counties in jeopardy of losing providers and that all counties are at risk of the provider network collapsing.  

A local CD task force meeting has been scheduled for June 4th.
(10)
Sheriff Alan Botzheim discussed North Pend Oreille Valley Lions’ Club offer to provide 16 sets of safety equipment which includes rescue vests, throw bag ropes and storage bags for water rescue gear.  The total cost is $5,726.00.   Motion was made by S. Kiss to accept the offer from the North Pend Oreille Valley Lions Club to reimburse the Sheriff’s Office for safety equipment for the deputies’ vehicles.   Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.
North Pend Oreille Valley Lions Club Project for Reimbursement to the Sheriff’s Office for 16 Sets of Safety Equipment
GRANT NO. 2014-8, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING 

(11)
M. Lithgow presented the Tweedie Trails 2 lot short plat, noting it has been approved by the Planning Commission and the County Engineer.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the final Tweedie Trails 2 Short Plat.   Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.   
M. Lithgow discussed the following items: Project Planning/Building Permits monthly report; Parks Board and design for the County Park Equestrian Trail Head and group camping area; Poker Paddle event planning; life jacket loaner program at the Riverbend water trail; update on the Development Regulations and the Planning Commission’s recommendations, noting he will provide the Board with the Findings and Conclusions at a later date; Spokane County Water Resources Division final meeting on June 11th regarding selection of the consultant who will complete the WRIA 55 Little Spokane Water Bank Feasibility Study; Wasatch Planning Team on June 12th in Ione; and Capital Facilities recommendations have been finalized and a list will be prepared for the Board.  Also discussed was the Comprehensive Plan.    

(12)
ITS Director Chad Goodhue discussed the power failure which occurred this past weekend, noting when the power came back on a $9,000 switch was lost.  He requested permission to replace the lost switch. Motion was made by S. Kiss to authorize the purchase of a new switch for the one that failed.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.

(13)
T. Brooks discussed Labor and Industries and claims management.  Also present were Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford and C. Rahoun.    The following claims management options were discussed:  stay with our current Third Party Administrator Sedgwick or advertise a request for proposals for third party administrator.  Also discussed was the updating our safety policy.  T. Brooks presented a draft Return-To-Work Policy which will be reviewed for changes.

(14)
County Extension Director/4-H Youth Development Agent Mike Jensen provided an update on the following items:
Food Sense grants have been submitted for the Kalispel Tribe and Pend Oreille County programs. 

4-H Youth Development update noting there is new 4-H archery program in Elk and the Kalispel; a new ‘dam’ project regarding connecting youth to water impoundments and their importance to water quality, quantity, power generation and the environment, noting a tour of Albeni Falls will take place on June 29, 2014; participation in the “Know Your Community” volunteer fair; 4-H horse show in July, and the next 4-H Leader Council meeting is June 26th.
Also discussed was the Federally Recognized Tribal Extension Program, noting the grant has been increased from what it has been in the past.
Extension Administrative visits of Jim Kropf (Extension County Operations) and Dr. Rich Koneig will take place in July.
(15)
PUD Director of Regulatory Affairs Mark Cauchy discussed the Sullivan Creek Project.   Also present was Forest Service District Ranger Gayne Sears.  M. Cauchy providing a brief history of the Sullivan Creek project, Mill Pond and its removal, including the cold water pipe from Sullivan Lake to Outlet Creek. 
(16)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.   Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s May 27, 2014 meeting and the following items:  

             Investment Earnings:  $1,861.07
  
Payroll Change Notices:


Public Works – 
 
Beth Gillespie, Solid Waste Coordinator, 4/5 time, $18.62/hr., Step 3, Effective 09-01-2014


Weed Control –


Michael Quick, Seasonal Weed Inspector $13.14/hr., Effective 05-16-2014


Forest Reeves, Seasonal Weed Inspector $13.14/hr., Effective 05-16-2014

(17)
Correspondence Received:
5.14
Pend Oreille County Fair Board- June 3, 2014 Agenda and May 6, 2014 Minutes

5.15
D. Wear-Proposed Transfer Of Public Lands Resolution

(18)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:








        Salary and Claim 
Current Expense





$  10,361.66

Counseling  Services





$  13,631.51

Fair







$    2,129.24

Park







$    1,419.30

Road







$  97,970.45

Auditor’s O&M






$       220.00

Capital Projects






$    4,377.06

Solid Waste






$  54,203.31

Risk Management





$       287.29
Equipment R&R






$  25,966.55

IT Services






$    6,845.93
TOTAL:







$217,412.30
(19)
Motion to adjourn was made by S. Kiss.  Motion was seconded by K. Skoog.  Motion carried.
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