July 07, 2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00am.  All members were present.
(1)

Board Reviews and Reports-

S. Kiss discussed the successful 4th of July potluck and fireworks celebration he attended in Metaline this past holiday weekend.  M. Manus had attended the celebration at the Kalispel Tribal Grounds near Usk.
(2)

The Board discussed various issues in regards to the Affordable Health Care Act and the Medicaid Expansion, including funding for programs in the County, such as chemical dependency.
(3)
Dean Cummings, past County Commissioner, stopped in to talk about the RAC Board and the funds granted to the County for bridge work.
(4)
County Extension Director, Mike Jensen introduced James A. Kropf, Natural Resources Program Director & Director of County Administration for WSU Extension.  J. Kropf is visiting while attending a convention in Spokane this week.  Issues discussed were:  budget reductions have downsized the administrative staff; Forest Field Day:  forest health and the budget provided by various counties, and the need to get our forests healthy; 4H incentive and involvement to help grow the program; small livestock producers and farm industries in NW agriculture; and various programs including Master Gardeners. 

J. Kropf is also on the Conservation Commission.  They counsel and educate County Extension Offices on cooperation between the Extension and the various Governmental Departments.
M. Jensen discussed the Know Your Community Fair this past June, its success, and the possibility of coordinating it with the County Fair for better foot traffic.  Also discussed was a 21st Century Grant: a partnership between the WSU Extension and the Newport School District for a community learning center.   This would be a pilot for after school programs.  They have received positive feedback and it is something needed in Newport and in the entire County.
(5)
The Board recessed for lunch.
(6) 
County Engineer Don Ramsey provided the Public Works update. Also present was Community Developer Director Mike Lithgow.  Items included: the 2014 Bridge inspection program; the bid opening for small rock crush on 7-8-2014; Bonner County to begin paving on LeClerc Road on 7-8-2014; the Asphalt Crack Sealing Project tentative timeline; and Public Works sending a representative to the August 8, 2014 Fish Commission Testimony WAC 220-190-(4)(b) in Olympia.  It was suggested that one of the Commissioners also attend this meeting.
M. Manus asked the status of a few Public Works projects and their rank for completion. Motion to direct Public Works to develop plans to commence the scope of work for the repair of the 227 Garden Building was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

K. Skoog asked for a current list of projects under consideration from the Facilities Maintenance Supervisor James Batie.

The preliminary estimate for the recovered stolen 2010 Ford F150 is $5,745.38.  Some of the damage was preexisting.   Motion to repair the 2010 Ford F150 was made by S. Kiss.  Motion seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.
The Bridge Underwater Inspection Project was awarded to Herrera Environmental Consultants.  Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the selected company. Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  
(7)
Prosecuting Attorney Tom Metzger provided a legal update. Also present was Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne.  Among items discussed were: the 1/10th of 1% Sales Tax Designation for Substance Abuse pursuant to RCW;  ‘reserve funds’ and how those funds can be allocated; funded liabilities; ownership of the Counseling Services building that was funded by a grant; and the lack of funding for the Chemical Dependency Program.
(8)
Auditor Marianne Nichols and Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett discussed the preliminary budget for the 2015 fiscal year and the timeline for filing.
(9)
Public Comment Period – No members of the public were present.

(10)
Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue the meeting to July 8, 2014.  Motion was seconded by M. Manus.  Motion carried.
July 8, 2014

The meeting was resumed.  All members were present.
(11)
Bid Opening - Road maintenance small rock crush provider.  Present were D. Ramsey and Senior Design Construction Engineer George Luft.  Also present from the public were Nick and Molly Seubert.  The hearing opened and the notice of publication was read.  The bids were opened and read. Three bids were received:  two by mail, one electronically.  The hearing was closed.  D. Ramsey requested time to review the bids.  He will come to the board at a later time with a recommendation.  Motion was made by M. Manus for Public Works to review the bids.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
(12)
Executive Session – Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford requested an executive session regarding collective bargaining pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) for 30 minutes from 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
(13)

D. Ramsey and G. Luft recommended Woods Crushing be awarded the bid for Public Work’s maintenance small rock crush and cover stone.  Motion to approve the award was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
(14)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(15)
Executive Session – T. Metzger requested an executive session to discuss the performance of a public employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) for 30 minutes from 1:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Also present was S. Stafford.  K. Skoog requested an additional 5 minutes to 1:35 p.m.
(16)

The Board discussed the funding for Counselling Services Programs, Chemical Dependency in particular, and the possibility of a 1/10th of 1% Sales Tax designation for substance abuse.  In attendance were Treasurer Terri Miller, Prosecutor Tom Metzger, Counselling Services Director Annabelle Payne, CS Business Manager Kris Martin, Sheriff Alan Botzheim, Auditor Marianne Nichols, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, CFO-Newport Hospital Kim Manus, CEO-Newport Hospital Tom Wilbur, a representative for Celebrate Recovery Harry Parris, and The Miner Reporter Don Gronning.

A proposed 1/10th of 1% sales tax designated for substance abuse was discussed.  T. Miller gave specifications needed to pass a new tax such as the timelines to file, implementation dates, and the timeline for the receipt of those funds.  A. Payne asked if all of the tax would go to this program.  T. Miller and T. Metzger will check into this.  T. Miller discussed tax distribution formulations as it pertains to other entities as examples, and how it is coded in the Treasurer’s Office.  Discussed was what would be the dollar amount needed while still being fiscally responsible, and the justification for the tax.

T. Miller asked what other avenues could be used to provide the needed funds other than raising a tax.  The use of Resource Development Funds for hiring someone to research for grants was proposed.  Several members of the meeting discussed reservations because of the language used in RCWs are restrictive to the use of the funds, fee schedules, and the legal technicalities. 

M. Manus asked the Hospital if they were under the same payment criteria as Counselling Services.  T. Wilbur gave a brief summary.  K. Manus commented on finding grants, but that they do not give a permanent solution.  A tax would provide a continuous source of funds. They stated the Newport Hospital will give a letter of support for the 1/10th of 1% tax if that is the path taken.  The Hospital will be a continued supporter of talks to build a better system.  They have worked closely with the Sheriff’s Department and Counselling Services in the past years, with success, benefitting the whole community.

H. Parris volunteered his personal services and wants to help where he can. He stated that this is a much needed service, but that more needs to be done once a person leaves counselling. 

All members agreed that this is a program that needs to continue to make Pend Oreille County a success, and that it is important to keep the community involved and keep the public informed.

Those present discussed the projected shortfall for the Chemical Dependency Program, estimated for a twelve month period, based on the number of counselors. The County is in need of two full time professionals, fully dedicated to the Chemical Dependency Program, to ensure quality of care and coverage for the entire County. Options for funding this program were discussed.  A. Payne discussed Counselling Services’ legacy investment funds, outlined the assumptions upon which the initial allocation of these funds was made and sought  guidance from the Commissioners, the Treasurer, the Auditor, the Prosecuting Attorney and others present about options for utilizing these funds. Based upon a review of all of the information presented, the Commissioners determined that a portion of these legacy investment funds could be used to sustain the Chemical Dependency Program over the short term until the Legislature had time to address this issue. The Board authorized Counselling Services to move this legacy funding as needed to fill the needs of their existing programs. The Commissioners also requested updated information on this legacy funding, the proposed uses for this funding and indicated that they would adopt a Resolution documenting this authorization. Given the availability of this funding, the Commissioners determined that the 1/10th of one percent mental health tax will not be pursued at this time.

(17)
Consent Agenda -   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s June 30, 2014 meeting and the following items:  

             Investment Earnings:        $  2,578.55

Adopting amendments to the County’s Development Regulations
ORDINANCE NO, 2014-01, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

LeClerc Road South speed limit change
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-19, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
SAPT amendment with DSHS and Pend Oreille County Counselling Services
AGREEMENT NO. 2014-42, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
Counselling Services-

Job descriptions for Compliance Coordinator and Business Administrative Assistant
Approval to advertise and hire 3 positions in Counselling Services
(18)
Correspondence Received (Non-electronic):

7.01
Northeast Tri County Health District Board of Health Meeting-July 16, 2014, time and location
7.02
R. McCroskey-Second quarter report of the year 2014, for public defender matters
7.03
Washington State Association of Counties for 2015 legislative agenda
(19)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:
        Salary and Claim 

Current Expense





$   54,337.34
Counseling Services





$     5,302.34
Fair







$     1,351.32
Park







$        638.03


Extension Education





$          20.93
Homeless Program/2163




$   23,911.77
Solid Waste






$        191.52
Veteran’s Assistance





$        226.38
TOTAL:







$   85,979.63
(20)
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
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