August 18, 2014
The County Commissioners’ meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00 a.m.  All members were present.
(1)

EXECUTIVE SESSION regarding performance of a public employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). Present were Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford and Auditor Marianne Nichols.  Requested time is 15 minutes from 9:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

(2) 
Board Reviews and Reports-.   

The Board discussed traffic on the Pend Oreille River, a vacancy on the Planning Commission, and storm debris cleanup.   K. Skoog discussed last week’s equine therapy demonstration, noting a number of Counseling Services staff were in attendance.  She also discussed the Washington County Insurance Fund meeting.  M. Manus discussed visiting a constituent regarding a milfoil concern.  He also reported on the Washington County By-Laws Committee meeting last week. 

(3)
Consent Agenda - Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried. The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the minutes of the Board’s August 11, 2014 meeting and the following items:  

· Investment Earnings:      $2,986.67  

· Payroll Change Notices:
             Auditor: Janelle Belton, Mail Clerk, Discharge, Effective 08/14/2014


             Counseling Services: Carla Shirley, Compliance Coordinator, Step 1 $2884.50, Effective 08/06/2014



Counseling Services; Mark Stenzel, Designated as a DMHP, Effective 09/01/2014
                             Public Works: Christie L. Wendle, Temporary Engineering Assistant, Position Ended, Effective 08/15/2014

                             John F. Quinn, III, Temporary Engineering Assistant, Position Ended, Effective 08/15/2014


             Sheriff Operations, DeLana Lacy, Civil Deputy, Resignation, Effective 08/22/2014



Emergency Authorization of Repair and Replacement of the Chiller unit in the Counseling Services Building

Award bid for outfitting a 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe for patrol duty ($9,942.42 plus tax) and two 2015 Chevrolet Tahoes for sergeant duty ($9,142.56 plus tax per vehicle) to Day Wireless as a sole source for outfitting Sheriff vehicles 

(4)
The Board recessed for lunch.    
(5)
Public Works Update – Present were Public Works Director Sam Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey, Data Processing Coordinator Jill Shacklett, M. Nichols, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow and The Miner Reporter Don Gronning.
S. Castro  discussed the Garden building and requested clarification on a timeline for occupancy.  M. Lithgow noted the building is zoned commercial and the City of Newport will require architecturally drawn plans for the City’s review and approval.  S. Castro discussed current projects, including manpower and resources for current federal projects.  M. Lithgow stated the Capital Projects list includes the building’s roof repair and ADA requirements.  There was discussion regarding getting the roof completed before winter, but questioned the feasibility of having the building ready for occupany in that same timeframe. S. Castro discussed the list of action items that need to be completed within the building.  D. Ramsey noted a decreased timeline would equal higher costs.  K. Skoog asked M. Lithgow about the occupancy threshold.  M. Lithgow will contact the City of Newport.  D. Ramsey discussed Zeke Butler’s 2010 contract and prior issues, including ADA items that have been addressed in his study.
S. Kiss recommends moving forward with the roof repair at this time.  M. Nichols discussed funding. M. Lithgow discussed access to Public Facilities funding.  J. Shacklet discussed the .09 funds regarding economic development.     
S. Castro also noted he had been contacted by Corrections Captain G. Rusho regarding their Jail remodel.  Discussion was had regarding funding from Washington State University and the need for a Memorandum Of Understanding regarding the funds available from WSU. S. Castro will meet with County Extension Director Mike Jensen regarding the MOU and funding parameters.  D. Ramsey will contact Zeke Butler.   M. Lithgow will meet with the City of Newport and Sewells regarding permits and their involvement in a walk-through of the building.   It was noted funds for the roof repair are available in the Public Facilities fund and he will move forward with the roof repair and permitting for that repair.   S. Castro  will meet with ITS Director Chad Goodhue regarding IT wiring/hookups, etc.   S. Castro also discussed contract management.   

S. Castro requested a motion to terminate the emergency declaration for Parks, Roads and the Fairground, noting Roads is no longer responding to closed roads.  He noted Bronkhorst Logging continues to pick up vegetation but will soon be done.  Emergency contracts will still be moving forward.   He also discussed the Solid Waste Transfer Station, noting public concern of the August 21st deadline. The public is asking for an extension of that deadline for storm debris vegetation drop-off.    He noted  the cost for storm cleanup totals at least $100,000.00.  S. Kiss noted the vegetation dump is solely to be used for residential cleanup. Motion was made by K. Skoog to keep the vegetation drop off site open through August 24th and further, that there will be a fall cleanup drop off scheduled in October.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.

D. Ramsey requested approval of the Rural Arterial Program, Final Prospectus for the Flowery Trail, MP 0.00 to MP 2.44 2R Project. The project prospectus is a competitive grant request to rebuild the pavement structure of Flowery Trail between Westside Calispel Road and Danforth Road to an all-weather standard. If the grant is selected, the project will receive priority for additional funding in the 2017-2018 biennium from the RAP program. The current timeline is for construction in 2018. This project is Item 6 in Pend Oreille County’s current Six Year Transportation Improvement Program.  Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the Prospectus as presented.   Motion was seconded by M. Manus.   Motion carried.


Rural Arterial Program, Final Prospectus for the Flowery Trail, MP 0.00 to MP 2.44 2R Project

S. Castro presented documents to be made a matter of public record.  He noted they are within the threshold for his signature as Public Works Director.
Agreement with Anderson Environmental Consulting LLC for Sandy Shores Pit for NEPA, SEPA and ESA Compliance

AGREEMENT NO. 2014-49, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
Agreement with Anderson Environmental Consulting LLC for Shearer Lake Pit for NEPA, SEPA and ESA Compliance

AGREEMENT NO. 2014-50, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
S. Castro presented for Board approval the JARPA for the Indian Creek project.   Motion was made by M. Manus for the Chair to sign the JARPA.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.

Agreement with Anderson Environmental Consulting LLC for Indian Creek Fish Passage Design

AGREEMENT NO. 2014-51, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING
Also discussed was the emergency replacement of the chiller unit within Counseling Services authorized by Chair K. Skoog.

Motion was made by M. Manus to terminate the storm related emergency declaration.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

(6)
Prosecuting Attorney Tom Metzger provided a legal update.  Items discussed included: Pend Oreille River in the area of Indian Island regarding wakes and noting there is no justification to place a no-wake zone on the river in that area; the Veteran’s Assistance Fund By-Laws; Mental health single bed certification; Weed spraying and communication with property owners and receipt of reasonable notice so as to provide a meaningful opportunity to object.

(7)
Forest Ranger Gayne Sears presented the 2012 10-year project zones for Newport Sullivan Lake Ranger District projects.  The Board requested the GIS layer for the entire forest.   G. Sears discussed sales, noting the Flower and Nine Bark sales have been awarded, the third sale out of the Power Lake area is up for bid and is titled Delaney.   A fourth sale will probably take place later this year and will probably be designated as Power Lake.  Also discussed was the LeClerc allotment project regarding operational issues and Alternatives C and D.  G. Sears discussed analyses, Forest Service review, Fisheries biologist review and draft EIS for a 45-day comment period.  Also discussed was the Renshaw project, collaboration and Environmental Analysis wherein the Forest Service has identified two road options regarding Rocky Creek and Mill Creek.  G. Sears noted the mixed use analyses is beginning on the South End Project
(8)
G. Sears presented a banner that was on the truck that transported the 2013 Christmas Tree to Washington DC.  Also present was S. Castro.
(9)
Motion was made by M. Manus to continue the meeting to August 19, 2014.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

August 19, 2014

The meeting resumed.  All members were present  
(10)
Tommy Petrie was present to discuss the speed limit at Furport.  Also present was D. Ramsey.  T. Petrie disputes the need for the 25 mph in that area, except for when children are present.  He would support a 35 mph zone with the reduction to 25 mph when children are present.   He also noted the 35 mph zone extended out to where it is now is excessive.   D. Ramsey noted the 25mph when children are present is only authorized in our state at school crossings.   For many years the Furport area had two zones (35 for cars and 25 for trucks).  During the 2012 signing project the speed zone area was reviewed and the 10mph reduction for trucks was eliminated throughout the County.  He discussed speed studies that were done in the area.   Primary concern for the County Engineer’s study was to look at the characteristics of the road.  He looked at Furport as an urban area, noting it has urban density, housing units are relatively close to the roadway, and there are no specific sidewalks in the area.   All were factors in the speed study which resulted in a recommendation of 25mph.   The length of the 35 mph zone was discussed.  T. Petrie is requesting a 35 mph zone through the entire area., as well as a reduction in the overall length of the speed reduction area by pulling back the north end.   It was reiterated a speed change would need to be backed up by a speed study and engineer’s report.   D. Ramsey will review the area for another speed study.
(11)
EXECUTIVE SESSION - S. Stafford and Counseling Services Director Annabelle Payne requested an executive session to discuss performance of a public employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) for 30 minutes from 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. An additional 10 minutes was requested to 11:10 a.m.
(12)
Administrative Assistant Teresa Brooks discussed claims management for L&I claims and preparation of a Request for Proposals for a third party administrator.  Also present was S. Stafford.   It was noted the duties of a third party administrator regarding L&I claim management involves working with the Department of Labor & Industries, the employer and the employee for managing of the work injury claims.     The RFP will be posted on the County’s website and advertised in the newspaper for two weeks.   The Board asked that T. Brooks proceed with publication of the RFP.
(13)
The Board recessed for lunch.

(14)
Eastern Washington Outreach Director for Senator Cantwell’s Office Nathan Strege discussed creating a dialog to understand the County’s needs and to hear concerns and questions on the Federal level.  The Board discussed the following:  Rural issues are different than urban ones; Columbia River Treaty, PILT dollars for forest management noting that 59% of the County is Forest Service land and 10% of our revenue is PILT, Secure Rural Schools,  low timber harvest rates.

M. Manus discussed the designation of Pend Oreille County as a metropolitan statistical area which was based on the 2010 Census figures.  This change adversely affects local healthcare/hospital, the mental health treatment program, and chemical dependency program payment changes.  Also discussed was the economic base of the north end of the County, and the need for a veteran’s approved treatment facility locally so our veterans do not need to travel out of the area for medical treatment. 

K. Skoog discussed waters of the US and not allowing changes by the EPA to the Clean Water Act, urging the Senator to vote against the regulatgory changes to the Clean Water Act.
S. Kiss noted the Forest Service hands are tied at times by the U. S.  Fish and Wildlife requirements regarding endangered species.  He noted the County is historically a forest county and is dependent on what little forest we have left.  He noted it is difficult for land managers to fit in the habitat requirements.  Also noted was the  lack of continuity of how much timber will be available year-to-year.
K. Skoog discussed grazing allotments and habitat standards/environmental impact statements, ATVs on National Forests, and the transfer of public lands.
(15)
D. Ramsey and T. Brooks presented reports regarding Risk Management funds. D. Ramsey noted this reporting procedure is required by the State Auditor to show that we are managing our fund balance.  He discussed the allocation for this year, as well as the extra $10,000.00, noting he will make a formal request for approval in next week’s Consent Agenda.
(16)
Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Local Agency Standard Consultant Agreement with Geo Engineers, Inc, for engineering services for the Bond Road-Smalle Creek Culvert Replacement.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  
Local Agency Standard Consultant Agreement with Geo Engineers, Inc., Bond Road-Smalle Creek Culvert Replacement

AGREEMENT NO. 2014-52, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(17)
S. Kiss presented bills that were reviewed and approved for payment by the Hotel/Motel Tax Board as follows:   International Selkirk Loop (annual renewal): $100.00;  Newport Miner (advertising): $207.15; KXLY (July 2013 Spokane TV): $630.00; KXLY (2nd Quarter Spokane TV): $350.00;  KXLY (Extend TV-3rd Quarter): $350.00.   Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the payment of the bills as approved by the Hotel/Motel Tax Board.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.

(18)
Correspondence Received (Non-electronic):   
8.16
Washington Counties Risk Pool Certificate of Membership

(19)
Sharon Sorby discussed the spraying of milfoil and yellow flag iris.  Also discussed was notice to landowners.
(20)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor's Office:







        






        






           Salary and Claim 
Current Expense





$ 49,650.74
Counseling Services





$ 11,994.10

Fair







$   1,115.39

Law Library






$      723.81

Park







$   1,118.02

Road







$ 59,582.20

Veteran’s Assistance





$      348.79

Trial Court Improvement





$      794.96

Emergency 911 Communications



$      637.20

Extension Education





$      383.94

Homeless Program/2163




$   6,170.05
Public Facilities






$   2,700.00

Solid Waste






$   2,553.65

Risk Management





$   7,059.58

Equipment R&R






$ 30,791.26

IT Services






$ 13,753.90
TOTAL:







$189,377.59
(21)
Motion to adjourn was made by M. Manus.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.                .
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