November 24, 2014

The Commissioners meeting was called to order in their meeting room at 9:00 a.m.  K. Skoog was excused.

(1)
Reviews and Reports – 
M. Manus reported on his meeting with the public defenders last week in regards to their contract and case loads.  He updated S. Kiss on the budget talks that have taken place the past two weeks.  Other items discussed were:  Civil dispute cases in regards to the Prosecutor; Martin Hall; Ponderay Newsprint’s 25th Anniversary; the election results, and the Class B water systems.

Conference call with K. Skoog regarding bighorn sheep.  The Kalispel Tribe recently discovered a proposed action by WDFW regarding translocation of a portion of the bighorn sheep herd from Pend Oreille County to a herd in the Tucannon River area.  The bighorn sheep at Sullivan Lake is an important asset to the County and the Tribe.  The tribe’s concerns are the low number of current sheep, and the transferring of diseases among the animals to domestic sheep herds, as the Sullivan Lake/Hall Mountain herd is one of the only herds in the state that has never experienced pneumonia. The Kalispel Tribe does not support removal of any sheep from this herd.  Also discussed was the current wolf issue, and that wolves may play a part in the lower number of bighorn sheep in the County.

(2)
Consent Agenda –Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda includes today’s Agenda, the corrected minutes of the Board’s November 17, 2014 meeting and the following items:  

Investment Earnings:    $4,068.85

Request to Promote a current employee to Business Assistant position in the Counseling Service Department.

Agreement with WSDOT Materials Laboratories and/or Testing Services regarding providing engineering services and testing.
AGREEMENT 2014-69, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Interagency agreement between State of Washington Administrative Office of the Courts and Pend Oreille County Juvenile Court for the Support of CASA Programs.
AGREEMENT 2014-70, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Agreement with Penser North America, Inc. for providing L&I Third Party Administration.
AGREEMENT 2014-71, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

Payroll Change Notices:
Public Works/Solid Waste– Beth Gillespie, Retirement, Effective 01/09/2015
Public Works- Tammy Scribner, Resignation, Effective 12/01/2014
Sheriff/Communications- Kayla Miller, Step 3, $2855.92, effective 12/01/2014

(3)
The Board recessed for lunch


(4)
Public Works Update – Present were: Public Works Director Sam Castro and County Engineer Don Ramsey.
 
ER&R- Presented was a resolution to transfer a vehicle and fund balance based on book value from ER&R to the Fair Board.  M. Manus made a motion to approve the transfer.  Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  After further discussion, M. Manus motioned to table this resolution until further talks with the Fair Board.  Seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.

Roads– S. Castro discussed a snow and ice response plan.  The road shops have been responding to reports from dispatch and the foreman have been put on notice to have someone available during the Thanksgiving holiday.  Also discussed was staffing within Public Works.

WAC 220-190-(4)(b) came into effect.  This ruling involving WDFW will increase the costs of the County’s bridge projects making it near impossible to repair or replace them.  The Commissioners have strongly opposed these changes, and will continue this effort with State Legislation.

A NACE Conference Scholarship is available for the County Engineer to attend a four day conference in 2015.  

D. Ramsey discussed two possible funding sources for the Flowery Trail 2 R Project.  The project is estimated to be over $3,730,000.00.

Buildings and Grounds- The WSU Extension move to the Garden Building is under way; emergency lighting project will be completed by the end of the month; and the project scope for the Jail is still in the works.

Also discussed was the need to purchase a mower under a state contract.  This will significantly reduce the time spent grooming the yards.  Motion to approve the mower was made by M. Manus.  Seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  

Solid Waste-  S. Castro discussed his meeting with Republic Services.  He is reviewing the County’s options.

(5)
Executive Session- Prosecutor Tom Metzger requested an executive session pursuant RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) regarding potential litigation for fifteen minutes from 2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Also present was S. Castro and Human Resources Coordinator Shelly Stafford.

(6)
T. Metzger provided a legal update.  Also present was Don Gronning from the Miner.  Among the items discussed were: the Martin Hall inter-local agreement between our County and the surrounding counties.  M. Manus discussed the WSAC meeting he attended in which they discussed the future of Martin Hall and T. Metzger advised obtaining as much information as possible from past meetings and prior budget information; the existing contract with Search and Rescue in preparation for a meeting in December; litigation against counties in general, and the Avista/POC Electric Franchise Renewal.
  
T. Metzger discussed the need to hire a deputy prosecutor.  Motion to approve the advertisement and hire of a deputy prosecutor was made by M. Manus.  Seconded by S. Kiss.   Motion carried.


(7)
Public Comment Period – No members of the public were present.

(8)
Forest Service Ranger Gayne Sears was present for a discussion of:  off-road vehicle use on Forest Lands and the South End Project;  obligating funds for student conservation associates;  funding and grants to possibly hire more rangers to help cover the South End Project; Coachman Lake Road closure;  endangered species consultation process; for Mill Creek and Rocky Creek there is a draft resolution in the works; timber sales; Timber Mountain project; limestone and silver mining near the Canadian Boarder; bighorn sheep relocation; the Sullivan Lake pipe project; and recreation.   

(9)
Motion to continue the meeting to November 25th was made by M. Manus.  Seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.  


November 25, 2014

The meeting resumed.  K. Skoog was excused.

(10)
Executive Session – S. Stafford requested an executive session pursuant RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) regarding collective bargaining for sixty minutes from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.   Also present was Sheriff Alan Botzheim.   

(11)
Director of Counseling Services Annabelle Payne provided a Counseling Services Department November Report.   

Developmental Disability- There will be a State on-site review in April 2015 for this program.  This State performance measure for the County/providers reviews numbers of clients employed receiving minimum wages.  Pend Oreille County Counseling Services is currently meeting the performance target to date.  The 2015 target goal is to increase to six persons employed at minimum wage and POCCS does not currently view meeting the minimum wage measure.

Mental Health- SCRSN is moving towards Fixed Performance Contracts starting January 1, 2015.  This will allow the RSN to meet federal auditing requirements, as well as move contractors to become more accountable for performance requirements.  A. Payne discussed receiving additional Medicaid funds, contingent on the agency submitting a plan in December showing how said funding will be utilized.  The purpose of the funding is to stabilize and increase the workforce, increases in services, and to provide for other cost increases that may be incurred, or for other expenses for needed purchases in order to do Medicaid services.

Substance Abuse/Prevention- The Selkirk School District has expressed interest in developing a local substance abuse coalition.  Tentative plans are for a contracted speaker to address students and other community members in Spring 2015.   

(12)
WSU Extension Director Mike Jensen provided a department update.  Discussed was the move into the Garden Building with the use of volunteers and possibly with day-labor.  IT is still in the process of updating the building, and renovations are still on-going.

(13)
The Board recessed for lunch

(14)
The Board discussed the need for an alternate member for TEDD (Tri County Economic Development District).  It was decided S. Kiss would be that alternate.

(15)
Facilities Maintenance Supervisor James Batie gave an update on various Buildings and Grounds projects they are involved in.  These projects include the jail reconfiguration and the renovation to the Garden Building.

(16)
Public Comment Period- Present were:  David Bricklin of Bricklin & Newman, Jake Brooks, Community Development Director Mike Lithgow, T. Metzger, and D. Gronning.  Topic of discussion was a development project in Ione and the GMA.

(17)
Correspondence Received (Non-electronic):

11.6	Aging and Long Term Care of Eastern Washington-Request for financial support using 2010 census information is $2,667.00
11.7	Town Council of Metaline Falls – Resolution 2014-01 2015 tax levy
11.8	R. McCroskey-3rd Quarter Public Defender Case Report
11.9	Pend Oreille County Public Utility District-Letter to Pend Oreille Valley Railroad, and Diking District No. 1 regarding Inspection of Culverts at Trimble Creek and Perkin’s Slough
11.10	City of Newport-Levy Certification

(18)
As of this date the Board approved for payment the following vouchers as listed and made available by the Auditor’s Office:
							        							        							           Salary and Claim
Current Expense						$   46,630.62
Counseling Services						$     8,956.04
Fair								$        306.01
Park								$        320.27
Equipment R&R							$ 186,699.54
Auditor’s O&M							$        209.45
Extension Education						$          17.97
Sheriff’s Trust							$     1,104.00
IT Services							$     7,219.69
TOTAL:								$ 251,463.59

(19)
Motion was made by M. Manus to adjourn.   Motion was seconded by S. Kiss.  Motion carried.
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