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Committee Members in attendance included Alex Arnold, Dan Reijonen, Dwight Opp, Abigail Christman, Gene St. Godard, Leanna Powers, Mark Brown, Matt Scott, Mike Lithgow, Steve Fountain and Laurel Behrend. Also present were the Board of County Commissioners, Don Gronning of the Newport Miner and 11 members of the public. 

Commissioner Chair Mike Manus opened the meeting and called for introductions of all those in attendance. He further explained the formation of the committee and the benefits of having a Natural Resources Plan.

Mike Lithgow continued the meeting as the facilitator. He stated that Pend Oreille County is predominately publicly owned. The purpose and goal of the committee is to tailor a Plan which benefits all citizens of the county while harmonizing a government to government relationship. The group will also learn about Coordination at a later meeting from an expert in the field. 

The group was asked for first impressions of the draft Plan. The following comments/questions/discussion items were mentioned:

· Timber Management and recreational multi-use (including motorized and non-motorized)
· Recreation needs to be at the heart of the Plan
· Expedite the removal of Dangerous Trees post-fire
· Plan needs a mission statement
· How will the group make decisions?
· Specific Language needed in the timber section in relation to timber harvest
· Formal Language needed regarding Fires in Wilderness Area
· Recognize Critical Values when addressing fires
· Access issues regarding fighting fire on public lands
· Forest Plan issues

Mike Lithgow requested the group read the Plan prior to the next meeting, inserting corrections/comments where necessary. The group was asked to consider the structure of the committee, determine meeting times and establish voting procedures. The group was agreeable for a member of the Board of County Commissioners attend the future meetings.

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.








