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March 29, 2017   -   1:00 p.m.   -   Cusick Community Center

Chair Karen Skoog opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. and stated the purpose for the special meeting was to discuss the request by the Kalispel Tribe of Indians to designate the lands within the boundaries of the Reservation as a Class I area under the Clean Air Act’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration Program. Commissioner Mike Manus was introduced as the contact person the Board selected for sub-area planning.

Introduction of those present included: Department of Ecology Eastern Regional Office Representatives-Director Grant Pfeifer and Air Quality Specialists Karen Wood and Brenda Smits; Pend Oreille County Representatives-Commissioner Vice-Chair Steve Kiss, Planning Consultant Gregg Dohrn, Clerk of the Board Rhonda Cary, Community Development Director Greg Snow, Human Resources Manager Spencer Shanholtzer, Public Works Director Sam Castro, County Engineer Don Ramsey, Risk Manager Teresa Brooks, Assessor Jim McCroskey, Treasurer Terri Miller, County Clerk Tammie Ownbey, and Assistant Planner Andy Huddleston; Port of Pend Oreille-Commissioners Bob Shanklin, Van Whysong and John Harnkess, Manager Kelly Driver, and, Roadmaster Clifford Bauer; Pend Oreille PUD Commissioner Dan Peterson;  Pend Oreille County residents Angi Christman, Pete & Deborah Smoldon, Chris & Brenda Curkendall, Gary Chantry, Fred Willenbrock, Conrad Ervin, and Tim Ibbetson (also representing Citizens Alliance for Property Rights); Colville National Forest Acting District Ranger Cesar Ramirez; Stevens County  Commissioner Wes McCart; Ferry County Commissioner Mike Blankenship; City of Chewelah Mayor Dorothy Knauss; City of Chewelah Administrator Mike Frizzell; City of Newport Administrator Ray King; Ione Mayor Charlie Spears; Bonner County Planning Department Representatives Jason Johnson and Saegen Neiman; City of Colville Council and TEDD Finance Manager Mallory Conner; Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers Northern Regional Representative Andrew Engell; Northeast Tri County Health District Environmental Health Director Alyssa Spradley; Ponderay Newsprint Company Environment & Management Systems Manager Laura Verity; a representative from Zodiac Aerospace Company; and by telephone conference call-Alan Newman, Senior Policy Specialist with Ecology Air Quality in Lacey; Gary Huitsing, Commercial Industrial Permitting Policy Lead for the Air Quality Program; and, Mike Shults from the Olympic Region Clean Air Agency.

Gregg Dohrn facilitated the meeting. He provided an explanation of a Class I designation, whereas Class I standards provide a higher level of protection of air quality. Mr. Dorhn also shared the importance of economic development recognizing the Cusick-Usk Urban Growth Area. A committee has been formed to determine areas which are and which are not suitable for development in the Cusick-Usk UGA. Also mentioned were other sites in Pend Oreille County which may be suitable for development.  

Gregg Dohrn discussed the proposal by the Kalispel Tribe to have the reservation designated as a Class I area under the Clean Air Act. National parks and Wilderness areas have federally mandated Class I designations, although Indian tribes may apply for a redesignation for special protection of air quality. He further explained the process and stated the second round of review lies with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The EPA is required to open for comment prior to implementing the lawmaking rule change. The Spokane Tribe currently has a Class I designation. 

Grant Pfeifer discussed air quality standards, clean air laws, the Prevention of Significant Deterioration program, and what types of industry could be affected by these higher standards. 

· Air Quality Standards – Mr. Pfeifer exhibited a table showing increment standards of each of the designations measuring Particulate Matter, Sulfur Dioxide, and Nitrogen Dioxide. Increment analysis is mandatory within 100 km (approximately 60 mile) radius and discretionary up to 250 km radius per the Federal Clean Air Act.

· Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) – Mr. Pfeifer explained the permit process required of industries relocating to designated Class I areas, the types of business/industry which would be affected and held to these higher standards, increment testing, impact analysis, and Best Available Control Technology.

· What types of Industry Affected – Per the EPA, there are 26 major types of industrial facilities subject to the PSD. If an identified company would potentially over-consume an increment, it would not prevent the company from siting. They would have to reduce their emissions to bring to an acceptable level or rectify with other contributors to the increment consumption. Mr. Pfeifer clarified what is a contributor to the increment consumption.

Several questions were asked from those in attendance including:
· Will road maintenance (sanding/sweeping) be affected? No, but may be a contributor to increment consumption (per the conferenced-in attendees). 
· If a business wishes to relocate, who has the burden of proof regarding air quality? The burden for showing they are meeting requirements lies with the facility and the permitting agency. The business will be asked if it is using the Best Available Control Technology, what increment will it consume; what is the fuel consumption? The Environmental Protection Agency issues permits. The Department of Ecology may be a commenting agency.
· Will the request impact USFS prescribed burns (land management)? No, but may be a contributor to increment consumption (per the conferenced-in attendees). 
Several comments/questions arose which did not get a definite response including:
· Tribe’s reference of the local economic area
· Hi-Test Sand proposal in Pend Oreille or Stevens County
· Tribe’s assessment of the County’s budget
· Benefits to the very small population of the Tribe who live on the reservation

A request was made for Andrew Engall to ask Congresswoman McMorris-Rodgers to look at this process as well as the Clean Air Act.
Each of the Commissioners thanked those who attended and urged those present to submit comments and/or attend the public hearing. Chair Skoog stated she was hopeful about collaborative efforts toward economic development.

Rhonda Cary, Clerk of the Board
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