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The meeting of the Pend Oreille County Board of Commissioners was called to order in their meeting room at 9:30 a.m. Present were Chair Karen Skoog, Commissioner Mike Manus and Clerk of the Board Rhonda Cary. Vice-Chair Stephen Kiss was excused for the week. K. Skoog offered the invocation and led the flag salute.

(1)
The Board discussed the Noisy Creek fire and healthcare integration.

(2)
Community Development Director Greg Snow was present for an update. Topics discussed included zoning complaints, dock regulations, year-to-date permits, the Planning Commission commencing with the Comprehensive Plan update, county park concerns, the Natural Resources committee, the Parks Board, and Ashenfelter Bay. 

(3)
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m.

(4)
County residents Roger Castle, Anne James, Geoffrey Thompson and John Cain were present with inquiries regarding HiTest Sand. Also in attendance were county consultant Gregg Dohrn, Human Resources Manager Spencer Shanholtzer, Weed Control Coordinator Sharon Sorby, Newport Miner News Editor Don Gronning, the Beacon Owner/Managing Editor Desiree Hood, county residents Dallas Johnson, Katharine Napier-Janz, Robert Schutte, Laura Jean Crabtree, Nancy Thompson, Gretchen Koenig, Art Greenfield, Carol Schaffer, Nick Knaack, Jesse Janz, Alvin Cooper, Lindsay Hicks-Frazer, Tracy Morgan, Larry Hiebert, Mike Nokes, Janet Searles, Frank Searles, Ronnie Bowlan, Alex Arnold, Steve Krueger, Roger Williamson, Andrea Forster, Joyce Weir, Kathie Schutte, and 5 unidentified attendees. 

A. James introduced the group and identified areas of concern including air quality, infrastructure, fire/hazmat response, water quality and noise pollution. J. Cain requested the Board proceed cautiously to protect the health and safety of the county residents. R. Castle addressed emergency response for fire, medical, and hazmat in addition to the disposal of waste material. A. James questioned HiTest’s financial analysis, why HiTest had not filed an application for a business license, and if the county will monitor air and water quality standards. G. Thompson addressed water use concerns and noise pollution.

K. Skoog opened the meeting to those in the audience who wish to address concerns which were not already referenced. 

D. Johnson spoke about his experience as a safety steward at a local smelter in which ground water was contaminated as a result of waste storage. G. Koenig asked if the county offered HiTest any tax breaks. K. Schutte asked about roads and who would be responsible to build them. L. Crabtree asked about the transport of coal. K. Janz addressed the economic benefit versus the environmental risk and how the project met the threshold as a project of statewide significance. A. Cooper provided county history regarding the impacts of Keytronic shutdown. 

G. Dohrn explained his role as the consultant and provided the history of HiTest’s interest in Pend Oreille County over the past year. He noted HiTest is in its preliminary evaluations regarding air quality and if it is feasible to locate and operate in the county. G. Dohrn spoke about the permitting, the processes the company must prove, water use, and the responsibilities of the company in regards to transport issues, construction of roads, and emergency access. G. Dohrn referenced the EDC webpage regarding accessing information on progress, upcoming meetings, an executive committee, and the formation of task forces to maximize economic benefits to the county.

(5)
Prosecuting Attorney Dolly Hunt was present for a legal update. Topics for discussion included the lease agreement for the county property in Ione, the Ashenfelter Bay Agreement for the transfer of land, county park concerns, Rustler’s Gulch, a water banking agreement, AGO 2017 No. 5, the dog ordinance and the boating ordinance. 

(6)
Public Comment Period – County residents Dan Holman and Ken Schueman were present to discuss the Diamond Lake area. Remarks included the installation of utilities at the boat launch area, an update on the lawsuit regarding the drainage ditch, a request to lower the culvert, and wakes on the lake.   

(7)
At 4:35 p.m., K. Skoog announced the meeting continued to August 8.

August 8, 2017

The meeting resumed at 9:00 a.m. with K. Skoog and M. Manus present.  

(8)
County Engineer Don Ramsey was present for a workshop. Prior to the workshop, D. Ramsey discussed a pickup the Town of Cusick may be interested in purchasing.

The Board reviewed and discussed the planned 2018 Construction Program which identifies 10 projects. Also reviewed was the listing of the STP Block Grant obligations and the 2018-2023 Local TIP Program projects.

(9)
Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the agreement with Avidex for the purchase of a video-audio system for the Counseling Services conference rooms. Motion was seconded by K. Skoog. Motion carried unanimously.

	Pend Oreille Counseling Service Presentation Systems Avidex Project No. P170087 Version 4
	AGREEMENT NO. 2017-58, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(10)
County resident Wayne Antcliff was present to express interest in serving on the County Planning Commission. Motion was made by M. Manus to approve Wayne Antcliff to serve on the Planning Commission. Motion was seconded by K. Skoog. Motion carried unanimously.

(11)
Tri County Economic Development District Regional Marketing & Tourism Developer Shelly Stevens and Executive Director/Loan Officer Jeff Koffel were present to provide an overview of a free, downloadable mobile app to promote tourism in Pend Oreille, Stevens, and Ferry counties. The Northeast Washington Insider mobile app shows points of interest in the tri-county region including historical locations, lodging, food and beverage establishments, and attractions. Users of the app can earn points for redemption at participating businesses. 

The group also discussed the fee requested by TEDD for the Marketing position.
(12) 
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:15 p.m.

(13)
Consent Agenda - Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion was seconded by K. Skoog. Motion carried unanimously. The Consent Agenda includes this week’s Agenda, the Minutes of the Board’s July 31, 2017 meeting and the following items:

	Investment Earnings (through July 31):		$22,246.80
Investment Earnings (year-to-date estimate):		$29,142.45

Payroll Change Notice:
Commissioners –
	Rhonda Cary, Step 2, $3,530.90/mo., Effective 9/01/2017
Counseling Services –
	Angela Walborn, Step 3, $4,217.00/mo., Effective 9/01/2017
Public Works –
	Teresa Deal, Longevity, $35.00/mo., Effective 9/01/2017

Approval to Purchase Road Salt

Approval to Advertise and Hire 2 Mental Health Counselors

SFY 2017 Victim/Witness Assistance Grant
GRANT NO. 2017-03, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(14)
ITS Director Mark Lemen was present for an update. Discussion included Facebook implementation regarding training, policy review, assignment of employees with access, and a direct link to the county website. Also discussed was county-wide trainings and GIS staffing.

(15)
Kevin Hopkins of Red Rose Carpet Cleaning was present to seek an amendment to the janitorial services contract. Also present was D. Ramsey. The group discussed the increase of cleaning supplies costs as well as the impacts of the voter approved minimum wage increase. 

(16)
Sheriff Alan Botzheim, Emergency Management Deputy Director JoAnn Boggs, and Dispatch 911 Coordinator Steve West were present to provide an update on the Noisy Creek Fire. Discussion included the probability of an emergency declaration, current levels of evacuation, and the use of the county Facebook page. The Board indicated they would be attending the community meeting this evening.

(17)
County resident and 4-H Leader Nicole Seeber was present to update the Board on the fundraiser to repair the arena at the fairgrounds. Also in attendance were 4 members of the Bare Mountain Bandits 4-H Club and one other parent volunteer. A total of $16,150 has been raised to date and the work on the arena has begun.

(18)
Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the declaration of emergency for Pend Oreille County. Motion was seconded by K. Skoog. Motion carried unanimously.
	Local Declaration of Emergency in Pend Oreille County
	RESOLUTION NO. 2017-33, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(19)
Correspondence Received:
8.01	T. Cooper-SEPA Lead Agency for Aerial Herbicide Application Project
8.02	A. McNamara Doyle-Washington Wildlife & Recreation Coalition Annual Breakfast
8.03	R. Castle-Subjects for August 7 meeting
8.04	V. Holstrom-Open Collective Bargaining for Sheriff’s
8.05	E. Styskel-HiTest Silicon Smelter
8.06	K. Napier-Janz-HiTest Silicon Smelter
8.07	A. James-Proposed Smelter
8.08	J. Cain-Experience working with hazardous chemicals
8.09	A. James-HiTest Sand
8.10	G. Thompson-Proposed smelter
8.11	R. Castle-HiTest
8.12	J. Janz-HiTest Silicon Smelter

(20)
As of this date, the Board approved vouchers for payment as listed and made available by the Auditor’s Office. The following vouchers/warrants/electronic payments are approved for payment:

	Salary and Claim

	Current Expense	$   85,319.66
	Counseling Services	$      4,744.61
	Fair	$   42,126.05
	Law Library	$	204.70
	Park	$	423.16
	Road	$ 	    20.03
	Extension Education	$     1,031.72
	Growth Management	$	136.51
	Equipment R&R	$  24,127.90
	IT Services	$  12,197.88
	Sheriff’s Trust	$	641.00
	TOTAL	$170,973.22

Checks 166629 through 166694 totaling $170,973.22 dated August 7, 2017.

(21)
K. Skoog adjourned the meeting at 4:40 p.m. 

	                 			        	            			


ATTEST: /s/			   		       APPROVED: /s/	 				                                                                       
   Clerk of the Board	       	 		                Chair of the Board


Page | 4 _______

