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The meeting of the Pend Oreille County Commissioners was called to order at 9:25 a.m. in their meeting room. Present were Chair Karen Skoog, Commissioner Mike Manus, and Clerk of the Board Rhonda Cary. Vice-Chair Stephen Kiss arrived at 10:00 a.m. S. Kiss offered the invocation. K. Skoog led the flag salute.

(1)
The Board spoke about healthcare integration, a road matter, and budget concerns.

(2)
State Auditor’s Exit Conference – Present were Auditor Marianne Nichols, Financial Manager Jill Shacklett, Treasurer Terri Miller and representatives from the State Auditor’s office, Assistant Audit Manager Alisha Shaw and Audit Lead Walter Green. The group reviewed the preliminary results of the Financial Statement Audit and the Federal Grant Compliance Audit.

(3)
Motion was made by S. Kiss to approve the resolution cancelling warrants over one year old. Motion was seconded by M. Manus. Motion carried unanimously.

	Cancellation of Warrants over One (1) Year Old & not Redeemed
	RESOLUTION NO. 2017-37, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

(4)
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m.

(5)
Planning Consultant Gregg Dohrn was present for an update regarding HiTest Sand. Present were Economic Development Director Jamie Wyrobek, Newport Miner News Editor Don Gronning, and residents from Pend Oreille County and neighboring Bonner County, Idaho which included Ken Smith, Paul Bumgarner, Linda Bumgarner, Phoenix Luby, Anne James, Gretchen Koenig, Bettie Perry, Nancy Nesbitt, Roger Castle, Bob Hantley, Bob Eugene, Yvonne Elliott, Thubten Samten, Bill Miller, Mark and Score Bender, Mike and Barbara Nunke, Margaret Schmidt, Bob Schutte, Linda Cassella, Keith Wood, Thubten Tarpa, Nathan Piengkham, Ken Mondal, Ted Kardos, Matt Lower, Elly Styskel, Harold and Judy McCurdy, Lynn Gebetsberger, Moina Hemphill, Susan Lee, Andrea Foreter, Cindy Knudsen, Somvang Piengkham, Tracy Morgan, Ron Petersen, Anne McLaughlin, Ed Hamilton, Nancy Cain, Chris Bishop, Joyce Weir and possibly other unidentified attendees.

G. Dohrn summarized information which had been provided at previous updates regarding the anticipation of a decision from the company, permitting procedures in the event the company decides to locate in the county, and the formation of an executive committee. K. Skoog accepted questions/comments from the observers which included a clarification regarding water usage, which state agency has been involved in the preliminary permitting, the lack of information on the HiTest website, a pending tour of a similar plant in Mississippi, a request for a list of chemicals used and exhausted, a clarification of the process once the company makes the announcement, electricity usage, shipping and use of coal, use of wood chips, and access to the proposed site. 

(6)
The Board discussed the proposed Tri-County Health Budget for 2018 and healthcare integration regarding mid-adopter.

(7)
The Board discussed the request for a budget increase from Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC). Prosecuting Attorney Dolly Hunt joined the meeting in progress. The Board was in consensus to discuss this issue with all of the county elected officials.

(8)
D. Hunt provided a legal update. Also in attendance was B. Eugene. Topics discussed included the park host agreement, the Rustler’s Gulch request, the judges pro-tem, revising the boat ordinance, and updating the dog ordinance.

(9)
The Board discussed the VSP Agreement. 

(10)
Sheriff’s Office Executive Administrative Assistant Dawn Taylor was present at the request of the Board to discuss vouchers submitted for the purchase of a boat trailer and a speed sign trailer. Also in attendance was county resident Susan Hall.

(11)
Consent Agenda - Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion was seconded by S. Kiss. Motion carried unanimously. The Consent Agenda includes this week’s Agenda, the Minutes of the Board’s September 4, 2017 meeting and the following items:

	Investment Earnings (through August 31):		$29,156.27
Investment Earnings (year-to-date estimate):		$36,428.52

	Advertise for Town Hall meetings

(12)
Public Comment Period – Present for comment were S. Hall, A. James, G. Koenig, E. Styskel, C. Bishop, J. Weir, and D. Gronning. S. Hall inquired about a Town Hall as well as an adjudicated water level for Diamond Lake. A. James inquired about the makeup of a local executive committee regarding HiTest Sand to include a member from the general public. G. Koenig inquired about the Newport Urban Growth Area location and how will it be impacted by HiTest if it decides to locate in the county. Others participated in conversation relating to HiTest Sand regarding access from Highway 41 and the solar panel industry in the USA.

(13)
At 4:40 p.m., K. Skoog declared the meeting continued to September 12.
September 12, 2017

The meeting resumed at 9:00 a.m. K. Skoog was excused to attend a Finance meeting in the Treasurer’s office. 

(14)
Public Works Update – Present were Public Works Director Sam Castro, Human Resources Manager Spencer Shanholtzer and B. Eugene.

S. Castro requested approval to sell scrap metal. Motion was made by M. Manus to approve the sale of scrap metal for $80.00 per ton. Motion was seconded by S. Kiss. Motion carried unanimously.

	Agreement between Pend Oreille County, Solid Waste Division, and American Recycling 	for the Removal/Recycling of Metal Commodities from the Pend Oreille County South 	County Transfer Station.
	AGREEMENT NO. 2017-68, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

K. Skoog arrived to the meeting at 9:05 a.m.

Update items included culvert installations, projects ready for bid including Fertile Valley and Indian Creek, federal funding obligations, the rental of a platform from Whitman County for bridge inspections, the scheduled bridge inspections, and Yokum Lake Road.

(15)
S. Castro requested an executive session regarding collective bargaining pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4) for 30 minutes from 9:20 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. Also present was S. Shanholtzer. K. Skoog requested an additional 30 minutes until 10:20 a.m.

(16)
S. Castro continued the Public Works update. Also in attendance were B. Eugene, County Engineer Don Ramsey, and Senior Design & Construction Engineer George Luft. Discussion included the absence of bids for the scheduled bid opening for the construction of the 40 x 60 shop, CPG program cuts, the Transfer Stations Operations Plans, the Department of Ecology requirement for an update of the Solid Waste Management Plan, the Solid Waste Advisory Committee, reclamation of gravel pits, compliance reports, and sewer repairs.

(17)
Sheriff Alan Botzheim was present at the request of the Board to discuss a voucher. Also in attendance was Undersheriff Grant Botzheim and D. Taylor. G. Botzheim discussed the need for the department’s purchase of a boat trailer and a speed sign trailer. Also discussed was the budget.

(18)
M. Manus was excused at 11:20 a.m. to attend a Better Health Together meeting in Spokane.

(19)
Community Development Director Greg Snow, Planner II/Building Inspector Andy Huddleston, and Board Supervisor of the Pend Oreille Conversation District Mike Mumford were present to discuss the Conservation District, funding, and the VSP Agreement. Motion was made by S. Kiss to continue the planning and implementation of the VSP Agreement. Motion was seconded by K. Skoog. Motion carried unanimously.

2017-19 Biennium Contract No. K1822 between the Washington State Conservation Commission and Pend Oreille County for Voluntary Stewardship Program Work Plan Development and Implementation
	CONTRACT NO. 2017-12, COMMISSIONERS’ RECORDING

M. Mumford left the meeting at 11:47 a.m.

The Board continued to discuss the VSP Agreement and the role of the Community Development Department. Also discussed was HiTest Sand, natural resources designation and regulations, staffing, and the budget.

(20)
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:32 p.m.

(21)
The Board drafted a letter to the Reiner family in response to the request to acquire property at Rustler’s Gulch.

(22)
Correspondence Received:
9.04	W. Green-Exit Conference
9.05	M. Murphy-Interest in Parks & Recreation Board

(23)
Correspondence Sent:
Reiner family-Rustler’s Gulch

(24)
As of this date, the Board approved vouchers for payment as listed and made available by the Auditor’s Office. The following vouchers/warrants/electronic payments are approved for payment:

	Salary and Claim

	Current Expense	$    786,927.63
	Counseling Services	$      72,459.48
	Crime Victims Compensation	$	  269.67
	Fair	$      12,017.95
	Law Library	$	  258.50
	Park	$        2,933.96
	Road	$    210,842.49
	Treasurer’s O&M	$        1,105.00
	Drug Enforcement	$	    81.73
	Emergency 911 Communications	$      31,418.30
	Extension Education	$	  200.00
	Public Facilities	$        4,891.42
	Capital Projects	$	    80.00
	Solid Waste	$      18,223.61	
	Risk Management	$        1,076.60
	Equipment R&R	$      17,605.74
	IT Services	$      44,531.51
	Sheriff’s Trust	$	  822.00
	TOTAL	$ 1,205,745.59


Checks 167362 through 167433 totaling $57,509.94 and Electronic Funds Transfers 14121 through 14353 totaling $529,731.12 dated September 8, 2017. Includes Jr. Taxing Districts.

Checks 167434 through 167503 totaling $699,338.11 dated September 11, 2017.

(25)
K. Skoog adjourned the meeting at 4:23 p.m. 
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