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The Pend Oreille County Commissioners have announced that they have been advised by the Pend Oreille County Public Utility District that HiTest Sand is now working to locate their proposed silicon smelter in Stevens County and that the potential site in Usk is not under active consideration at this time.  County Commissioner Manus expressed his disappointment with the news, noting that there are far too few opportunities to create new jobs and expand the tax base in our rural communities. “Existing industries like Vaagen Brothers and Ponderay Newsprint provide the economic foundation for our County, and we need to attract additional investment in order to maintain our high quality of life in Pend Oreille County” said Manus. Commissioner Steve Kiss added that “Despite our disappointment, we are excited for Stevens County as new investment there benefits all of us in the region.”

Commissioner Skoog noted that this announcement underscores the importance of the County continuing the partnership to prepare a plan and economic development strategy for the Cusick/Usk Urban Growth Area. “This area is an economic development focal point of our County; it has highway and rail access, is served by high capacity electrical power, has internet access, and has access to water and sewer service from the Town of Cusick. We need to continue to work with the Port, the PUD, the Town of Cusick, the Kalispel Tribe, and the citizens of Usk to identify those areas that are most suitable for development and make sure that they are ready for development while making sure that those areas that are not suitable for development are protected”, she said. We are not easily deterred she added.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Manus credited the PUD for their outstanding efforts in support of the HiTest facility and noted that we are extremely fortunate to be served by an organization that is so committed to protecting the interests of our community. “We can’t thank the PUD enough for their efforts,” said Manus, “and we know that they remain ready to work with HiTest should they reconsider the Usk site and to work with other businesses looking to invest in Pend Oreille County.” He also commended Senator Shelly Short for her efforts in Olympia to make sure that that small rural communities are not overlooked and that they have the full support of the State in their efforts to attract new businesses and industries. As a State Representative, Shelly Short was a tireless advocate on our behalf and we are looking forward to her ongoing support as the newly appointed 7th District Senator, Manus added. On behalf of the entire Board he said that we couldn’t be happier to know that Senator Short is there for us. 

Commissioner Kiss added a final comment, “The experience with HiTest has reminded all of us what a special place Pend Oreille County is. It is a great place to live, work, and play. We have a lot to offer and by working together there is much that we can accomplish.”
