[bookmark: _GoBack] Park Board Regular meeting September 19th, 2018, 2:00pm Public Works Conference room 625 W. 4th St., Newport

Park Board members in attendance: Chairman Dave Gruver, Vice chairman Mark Bender, Treasurer Jeanetta Taylor, members Mary Beth Murphy, Don Comins, Dwight Opp and Greg Jakeman. 

Guests: (honorary members!) Jim Hudkins, President of the Back-Country Horseman (BCH), and Stuart Neeman, Educational Director of the BCH.

Pend Oreille County support staff: Community Development Director Greg Snow and administrative assistant Terri Ann Hedtke.

The first agenda item was to consider the minutes from August.  Member Comins requested a change in description for the proposed dock at Bead Lake; rather than ‘old vs new,’ for clarification and accuracy’s sake he would like the minutes to reflect it is a used S & K Marine aluminum dock, delete “could be a liability & maintenance issue” and insert instead “has caused confusion between affected parties.” [as of this writing, it has been done] Chairman Gruver also noted a scrivener’s error, which has been corrected. Discussion followed re: the wording of a motion from the August meeting concerning the threshold dollar amount the Park Host could spend without specific vetting through the Community Development Director. This issue will be re-visited under agenda item ‘New Business.’ The minutes were accepted with the above noted corrections.

Treasurer Taylor reviewed the financial reports, sharing the August ending balance.  Financial reports were available for all members.  It was noted there have been regular deposits made each week, and any odd amounts usually come from the donation box in the picnic area.  

Hours of Pend Oreille County Park operation were deliberated, noting it is a county park for public use and as such should be made available as much as possible.  It was decided the hours of operation would be May 1st through Labor Day 7:00am – 7:00pm; Labor Day through November 30th dawn – dusk; closed December through April.  

Director Snow spoke to the Board about the Parks Plan up-date, and what might be the most efficient and effective way to proceed.  The current Parks Plan will expire in 2019.  Director Snow already has a quantity of current statistics to up-date the tables in the Park Plan, as they were also needed for the Pend Oreille County Comprehensive Plan.   The importance of an up-dated plan was discussed as it relates to the ability to seek grant funding.  He further noted the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) wants to be involved.  Director Snow will see to it the Parks Board is notified when the BoCC has the Parks Plan on their agenda for any who can make time to attend.  Up-dating the surveys will be an important component to the up-dated plan.  The Surveys covered a wide spectrum of the public, adults and children, and give the Parks Plan a solid spine.  A time line was suggested.  For the next meeting a review of Section 1 was assigned.  It was noted the newly acquired Ashenfelter Bay property will need to be included in the Parks inventory, and appropriate goals and objectives identified. 

Vice chairman Mark Bender recently attended a meeting of the Kalispel Tribe re: their Community Forest project off Indian Creek.  We will have partnering opportunities with the Tribe as they move forward with their projects/activities and the Park Board refines the Parks Plan.  

Spokane Search and Rescue has again asked to use the Pend Oreille County Park.  The proposed dates for their exercises are October 7th through October 10th. They generally provide a donation and have said they will come in the Spring for cleanup. 

Member Comins provided yet another chapter in the ongoing saga of a dock for Bead Lake.  He shared an illuminating e-mail chain, which will be incorporated in the minutes.  It was noted most forest service campgrounds do not have docks.  

The next step for the Frisbee golf course will be to gather bids.  

Jeanetta shared a cougar siting in their area.

Returning to the Park Host and emergency expenditures; the motion shall read for “necessary emergency expenses, not to exceed $500.00, the Park Host shall have the ability to purchase and expect reimbursement; if the dollar amount exceeds $500.00 the Park Host will seek and secure approval of the Community Development Director.” Dwight Opp made motion and Greg Jakeman seconded.  Unanimous approval.  

Terri Ann Hedtke will procure an inventory of Parks equipment for the Boards review.

The BCH laid out plans, suggestions and requests to move forward with enlarging the parking area, potential fees for use to defray cost, the possibility of grant funding and permitting requirements. The Parks Board is willing to help financially with the work, i.e. renting equipment.  It was suggested a specific plan and procedure earmarking a timeline with specific deliverables is needed to justify funding.

The new Eagle Scout kiosk has been vandalized, the Park Host used what stain he had available to obliterate the graffiti, he will be asked to further coat the sign.  

Carbonite posts w/decals such as used for the Water Trail markers work well for signage of all sorts.  Terri Ann Hedtke will look into the possibility of decals w/horse logo to mark trails. 

FYI—a trail crew and been working at Batey Bould in conjunction with the Pacific Northwest Trail. 

Commissioner Skoog is still working on procuring kiosk partners.

MaryBeth would like to contact Jamie Wyrobek of the Economic Development Council (EDC) about creating an ad for the Pend Oreille Park to also run at the theaters, it would again be a pro bono.  

The Parks Board meeting adjourned 3:30pm 





 

  


