Park Board Regular meeting December 19th, 2018, 2:00pm County Extension Office meeting room 227 S. Garden Ave, Newport (a change of meeting venue due to availability)

Park Board members in attendance: Chairman Dave Gruver District 2, Vice chairman Mark Bender, Treasurer Jeanetta Taylor District 1, members Mary Beth Murphy District 3, Don Comins, and Greg Jakeman. 
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Guests: Jim Hudkins, Public Lands Coordinator for the Back Country Horsemen (BCH), Stuart Neeman , Trail Boss, Maintenance and Construction Coordinator, (BCH), Gary Cutler education and Leave No Trace chairman of BCH, and Craig Jackson, Pend Oreille County Public Works director. 

Pend Oreille County support staff: Community Development Director Greg Snow and administrative assistant Terri Ann Hedtke. 

Chairman Gruver called the meeting to order at 2:03pm.
Treasurer Jeanetta Taylor motioned to approve the September Park Board minutes, (there had been no regular meeting of the Parks Board in October or November) member Murphy seconded, the vote was for unanimous acceptance. 

Treasurer Taylor reviewed the financials with the Board. 

The Park Hosts provided a detailed written summary of conditions of the Park House.  Director Snow will request Building Official Rick Cruse conduct a site visit of the house.

The Board appreciated the very detailed inventory of Parks and Recreation property that Christine Rahoun, Commissioner Programs for Pend Oreille County, compiled.

The County’s newly appointed Public Works Director, Craig Jackson, attended the meeting and provided a brief introduction.   Chairman Gruver called for the members to introduce themselves for his benefit. Director Jackson has offered to facilitate the up-date for the Parks Comprehensive plan, due no later than June 2019.

Director Jackson praised the current plan.  As a newcomer to Pend Oreille he found it to be an excellent and well-rounded introduction to the County. His impression is the update should focus on goals and include an ‘action plan.’  He suggested a ‘road map,’ approach, laying out a time line to complete the revision, including meetings and workshops.  Discussion involved how best to disseminate and exchange information efficiently., It was suggested ‘Track Changes’ be used to note recommended changes and inputs to the Plan.  Director Jackson will stay in touch and looks forward to a workshop in January to establish the time line, develop goals and objectives and form sub-committees. 

The Parks hosts have expressed safety concerns regarding hunting in Pend Oreille County Park. It was noted the Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Plan, page 70, states “No hunting within 100 yards of campgrounds or parking lots.”  Park Board members also expressed their concern over the safety and liability issues regarding hunting in the park. With the newly completed equestrian trail, the proposed equestrian camp and disk golf course, and the well-used trail system with geo-cache sites the concern is warranted.  Member Don Comins made motion to close Pend Oreille County Park to hunting but allow hunting on the Rustlers Gulch property, vice chair Mark Bender seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

Member Don Comins provided an up-date on the proposed dock at Bead Lake, which appears to be at a standstill.  The United States Forest Service (USFS) has placed onerous requirements on the installation of the dock including: 1) the project must be engineered, 2) a legal entity (most likely Pend Oreille County) who could secure insurance to indemnify the public use of the facility, and 3) secure permits through National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Member Greg Jakeman discussed the status of the disk golf course; the next step is bids for construction and equipment.

The Board members requested the BCH provide them a summary of their proposal for the equestrian campground including costs over time and designs for each phase of the project.  This would serve to assist in the acceptance, approval and funding by both the Parks and Recreation Board and ultimately the Board of County Commissioners.

A concern was received from the gentleman who oversees the geo-caches sites in Pend Oreille County Park.  There is a perception the Park is closed during the late fall and winter months, brought about by the gate closure and Park Hours signage. It was not the Board’s intention to close the Park to day use.  It was proposed a simple sign, stating “Open for Non-motorized Day Use Year-Round” would effectively clarify that, just because the gate is closed/locked, the park is not.  Administrative assistant Hedtke will see about a sign.

Finally, Chairman Gruver discussed the loss of an active Park Board member, Dwight Opp.  Dwight passed away November 16th.  His service on the Board will be missed.

The meeting adjourned at 3:25pm, the next regular meeting will be January 16th.  Chairman Gruver directed administrative assistant Hedtke to see if future meetings could be held in the Extension Office meeting room.  
